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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


SIX of the plans shown in the report of the Bailey Committee, 
who advocate the use of a smaller number of house plans by 
local authorities, are reproduced on p. 371 


FOR THE FIRST TIME for fourteen years the public are 
able to book immediate orders for one of the model houses on 
view at the “ Daily Mail’’ Ideal Home Exhibition at 
Olympia. p. 383 


THE AUCTIONING of jobs on the present tendering system 
just does not work, said Mr. Howard Robertson, ARA, PRIBA, 
when he spoke at the first post-war annual dinner of the Institute 
of Builders on February 27. p. 384 


IN REPLY to a question in the House of Commons on March 3, 
Mr. Henry Strauss, Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Trade, said that no statement could yet be made regarding the 
reference of the activities of the London Builders’ Conference 
to the Monopolies Commission. p. 388 


DETAILS of the grants which it is proposed to make from the 
Lord Mayor’s National Flood and Tempest Distress Fund 
have been announced. No grants are to be paid in respect of 
losses or damage covered by insurance. p. 391 


A VOLUNTARY ROLL of apprentice masters is to be started 
by the LMBA in order to encourage greater interest in appren- 
ticeship among its members. p. 391 


THERE IS A GREAT DEAL which every employer could do 
in the way of better organisation and supervision on the site 
which, leading to higher production on the job, would bring 
reduced costs, said Mr. Gerald Hill, president of the LMBA, 
at Harrow recently. p. 391 





MEN AND MACHINES 


AN experiment of considerable i and interest has 
been taking place on a housing site at Norwich under 
the aegis of the Building Research Station. The Corpora- 
tion’s building department has been engaged in the erection of 
some 32 two-storey traditional houses with the aid of a 
mounted tower crane. It is claimed that, as a 
use of this tower crane, the number of man-hours 
on each house to the roofed-in stage has been reduced to 
as compared with a national average of 1,300, and it is 
that when the houses are all completed there will have a 
saving of about £50 in the cost of each house. If these tower 
cranes can be produced in greater numbers they would 
presumably become cheaper for contractors to purchase or 
hire, in which case the saving in cost might well be consider- 
ably greater than the estimated {50 under the present scheme. 
But, even if not, the saving of {50 will be most welcome. 
Moreover, the use of tower cranes would be more than justified 
for the great speeding up in the rate of house construction. 

In the Norwich scheme, the number of man-hours required 
to get the houses to the roofed-in stage was reduced by nearly 
half, and if this could be made general practice it would have 
obviously beneficial results for the housing programme. 

It should, therefore, be to urge that every 
effort should be made by the responsible authorities to ensure 
that tower cranes and similar machines are available in 
adequate numbers for use by the building industry. Un- 
fortunately, there are signs that the use of such machines might 
not be welcome to the unions. Mr. George Lowthian, the 
General Secretary of the Amalgamated Union of Buildin 
Trade Workers—the bricklayers’ union—is raising the old 
scare of “mass unemployment.” Writing in his union’s 
journal, he says :— 

““ Undoubtedly, in the light of mechanical aids, and powers 
and techniques now available, the major portion of the human 
effort now expended on building construction is quite unnecess- 
ary toil. Were they-commonly adopted-on the sites, with the 
industry constituted of 125,000 firms, as at present, and carried 
on amidst the existing competitive disorder there would be a 
remarkable increase in production with a limited number of 
workers. Mass unemployment would result.” 

But Mr. Lowthian does not really want to prevent the 
introduction of modern methods. His argument, it seems, 
is that modernisation is not likely to take place until the industry 
is nationalised (though he is not quite certain about this), 
but in so far as it does occur under private — condi- 
tions it would lead to mass unemployment. 


isi 


resumably. 
therefore, the introduction of modern machines is to be 
discouraged until the industry has been nationalised. 

These arguments will scarcely be received with enthusiasm 
by the many thousands of families waiting for a decent house. 
They are not likely to subscribe to the doctrine that the build- 
ing trade worker has some prescriptive right to be paid at the 
public expense for “quite unnecessary toil,” particularly 
when this unnecessary toil slows up house-building. In any 
event; there seems little ground for fearing mass unemploy- 
ment. Mr. Lowthian seems to have forgotten the enormous 
amount of building work that needs to be done in the next 
generation and beyond. The housing programme alone is 
not likely to be completed for another 25 to 30 years, and, 
even if that period were halved, there would still remain a 
colossal amount of building to be done on new schools, 
hospitals, factories and so on. The danger to the building 
industry lies not in any possible lack of work to be done ; 
rather it is that the ever-increasing cost of building may 
become more than an impoverished nation is prepared to 
accept. The use of mechanical aids to production is one of 
the most effective answers to that threat. ; 

Mechanisation is sometimes regarded as a threat to crafts- 
manship. But, here again, consideration must be given to 
the high cost of building and the risk of craftsmanship becom- 
ing too costly. The use of machines on non-craft processes 
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may be the one means of preserving craftsmanship, by cutting 
down expense in other directions. 
For all these reasons it is to be hoped that the great influence 
of the unions will be used constructively and not in blind 
opposition to technical progress. 


VOLUNTARY APPRENTICE MASTERS 


WHEN the Apprentice Master scheme came to an end 

in March of last year, there were many who regretted 
this victim of the need for Government economy in the 
expenditure of public money as being likely to have severe 
effects upon the flow of young craftsmen into the building 
trades. Others took a different view, that the winding up 
of the Government scheme which had done such excellent 
work gave the opportunity to builders once more to assume 
responsibility for a major task, and thus to take another long 
step on the return road towards self-management of their 
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The Apprentice Master scheme had its rise in war-time 
difficulties associated with construction. It was never 
intended that it.should be a permanent way out for builders 
to escape the duty that, in common with other branches of 
industry, they owe to themselves and to their trade to train 
young recruits on whom eventually must depend building’s 
reputation as a craft industry. 3 

It is most gratifying therefore to note that the London 
Master Builders’ Association has taken the imaginative step 
of starting a voluntary roll of Apprentice Masters, whose 
names will be inscribed in the Roll and who will be expected 
to employ at least one apprentice under the National Joint 
Apprenticeship terms. Though conditions may not as yet 
be fully favourable to the taking on of young men, we liked 
the remark (quoted at the recent LMBA annual meeting) of a 
member who said: “ Of course I can’t afford apprentices, 
but I take them just the same.’”” Here, as in most things, 
there is a way if there is the will, and by attacking the matter 


industrial affairs. 


in this spirit the LMBA has taken a wise step. . 





NOTES & NEWS 


THE ARTS OF BUILDING 


T= important part which the Institute 

of Builders has to play in bringing 
architects, surveyors and builders together 
on common ground of building education 
was well shown at the first post-war dinner 
of the Institute, held in Grocers Hall last 
week. A distinguished body of guests 
and members heard a statesmanlike speech 
by the President, Mr. Harold Ridge, in 
which he suggested that some degree of 
reunion between the art of architecture 
and the practice of building might be 
overdue. Builders, he said, were in- 
terested in the financial results of their 
jobs but many were also interested in good 
building with all that involved. Mr. 
Howard Robertson was certain that there 
was no barrier between architects and 
builders, except that the builder had a 
different kind of motor-car! In more 
serious vein he gave as his view that the 
auctioning of jobs under the present 
tendering system just did not work. ‘The 
Vice-Chancellor of Bristol University 
drew attention to the urgency with which 
the matter of bringing down building costs 
was regarded by the building owner, who 
was, too often, a person who had no car 
of any kind, and usually came to the site 
on foot! This speech of Sir Philip 
Morris—rounded off as it was by an appeal 
for leadership, courage and enterprise— 
brought to an end an evening which 
revealed the building industry in its most 
forward-looking and public-spirited light. 
Proceedings are reported elsewhere. 


CORONATION ANNEXE 


DETAILS OF THE INTERIOR decoration 
of the Coronation annexe (called the 
vestibule) at Westminster Abbey, were 
given by the Earl Marshal, the Duke of 
Norfolk, at a Press conference in London 
on Tuesday, March 3. 

While the procession of Her Majesty 
is on the way to the Abbey, those taking 
part in the indoor procession to the altar 
will form in the large assembly hall in the 
vestibule to await the Queen’s arrival. It 
is proposed, as in 1937, to carry the lighter 
blue carpet from the nave right through 
the vestibule out to the royal entrance as a 
floor covering. 








RENFREW AIRPORT TERMINAL BUILDING. This drawing, prepared by Mr. 
W. H. Kininmonth, ARSA, FRIBA, FRIAS, shows the new Terminal Building at Renfrew, 
airport for Glasgow, as it will appear on completion of work in 1954. Constructed through- 
out of reinforced concrete and glass, the roof of the main concourse, in cantilever construction, 
is suspended from a 48-ft. high arch in reinforced concrete, which forms the dominating 
feature of the front elevation. In the curved glass-walled wings on either side of the concourse 
are housed (left) passenger and baggage handling, and (right) Customs examination accom- 
modation. Office blocks (on extreme left) are raised on columns to allow ready access by 
motor vehicles from baggage and Customs areas to the aircraft loading apron on the other side 
of the building. To the extreme right is the new operations block and the control tower, for 


which cantilever construction has also been 


adopted to give maximum all-round vision. 





The colour schemes for the walls and 
ceiling are to take up the background 
colour from the curtain fabric covering 
the entrance doors along the north wall 
of the vestibule, and a scheme of gold 
and ivory will give the setting for the rich 
colours of the robes. and vestments of 
those forming the processions. 

A focal point in the vestibule will be 
the regalia table which is to be covered 
with the gold damask being used on the 
royal boxes within the theatre (where 
the crowning ceremony will ‘take place), 
and standing against a backcloth of the 
largest suitable tapestry which can be 
procured. Natural lighting for the vesti- 
bule will be obtained from the large semi- 
transparent window at the west end. 
Artificial lighting will be given by electric 
lighting points placed flush with the 
ceiling. The window panes are to be 
decorated with a diaper pattern of emblems 
of the British Isles. Route seats will be 
provided within the hall; these will have 
legs of natural walnut and the seating 
will be covered with gold fabric. Similar 
colour schemes are to be carried through- 





out the annexe with the exception that 
the five royal robing rooms will be car- 
peted with the gold carpet used in the 
theatre. 


ARCHITECTURE ON TV 


TuosE responsible for television pro- 
grammes relating to architecture and 
buildings are rapidly improving their 
technique, especially in showing buildings 
of historic interest. For some months 
past they have been organising visits by 
their television equipment to Cathedrals 
such as Ely and Lichfield and Abbeys 
like ‘Tewkesbury, where there is a large 
floor area on the one level. : 

Last month the equipment was installed 
in Temple Newsam, the historic mansion 
bought from Lord Halifax by the Leeds 
City Council in 1922. This building 
presented the difficult problem of working 
on several floors in different wings of 4 
large country house, and the engineers 
and the guides, Mr. Philip Robinson and 
Mr. Ernest Musgrave, the Director of the 
house, were most successful. ‘ 
The half-hour’s programme was like 
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being carried through rooms of great 
architectural beauty in an armchair with 
a maximum of comfort, and listening to 
a witty and informative description of the 
treasures given by two experts. The 
house was built about 1622 by Sir Thomas 
Ingram on the site of a temple of the 
Knights Templar. We saw in the Blue 
Drawing Room hand-painted Chinese 
wallpaper given by the Prince Regent to 
Lady Hertford, and upstairs admired 
many examples of Adam and Chippendale 
furniture. The ceiling of the Gallery 
in the North Wing has medallion portraits 
of King George II and his family. Archi- 
tects, builders and decorators who were 
able to “‘ view ”’ must have learnt much. 

The TV programme for the week now 
ending has contained several items of 
interest to architects and builders. On 
March 3, the treasures of Westminster 
Abbey were shown as displayed in St. 
James’s Palace, to which they have been 
removed during the closing of the Abbey 
in preparation for the Coronation. Yes- 
terday, March 5, television introduced 
many of the holders of the two million 
sets in this country to the glories of the 
birthplace of the Perpendicular style of 
Gothic architecture. This is, of course, 
Gloucester Cathedral, where the new style 
was first created in this country in the 
South Transept. It was evolved by some 
unknown mason, who ‘ offered glass and 
light in place of heavy masonry.’ The 
television cameras provided records of the 
great East window of Gloucester, possibly 
the largest single window in this country, 
and of the Cloisters, the earliest example 
of fan tracery. 

To-day (Friday) the programme in- 
cludes a film of Compton Wynyates, 
without doubt one of the most beautiful 
Tudor dwellings in England. 


PRESERVING BLACKHEATH 


_ THE pRoposaLs for Blackheath as out- 
lined in the County of London develop- 
ment plan have sent the residents of the 
area up in arms. More than one-sixth 
of the objections to the plan have come 
from Blackheath and these, based on a 
variety of grounds, have come from many 
quarters such as property owners, house- 
holders, shopkeepers and from people 
who are only interested in preserving 
Blackheath for what it is ; one of the few 
remaining residential districts of London 
which still possess unique charm and 
character. 

There is agreement that the area 
should remain residential, and it is certain 
that there will be more building in the 
district, but the question now seems to be 
whether the few remaining sites should be 
developed privately, possibly by the estate 
companies which have a long history in 
the neighbourhood, or by the London 
County Council. Whatever the outcome, 
Sreat care should be taken to ensure that 
any new development is designed in 
character with the old and there is much 
to be said for the suggestion made by an 
objector at the inquiry, that these new 
designs should be approved by eminent 
architects appointed by the Minister in 
the same way as schemes for development 
and rebuilding in the Temple, Gray’s Inn 
and Lincoln’s Inn. 

Other suggestions that were made at 
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THE 1953 ‘“‘ PEOPLE’S HOUSE,” as shown at the Ideal Home Exhibition (see page 383). 





the inquiry included the utilisation of 
private open spaces at Blackheath for 
much-needed school playing fields and 
the consideration of high building as 
the only alternatives to avoid the further 
“sprawl”? of London. These are all 
sound suggestions, and they could ensure 
the preservation of Blackheath’s charm 
and character. The mass of objections 
that have been made against the proposals 
for the area should be heeded. 


NEW TOWNS 


AN OPPORTUNITY for comparing pro- 
gress made in the various new towns in the 
London region was afforded at the 
Planning Centre on Wednesday, February 
25, by the Town and Country Planning 
Association. It took the form of a 
series of colour films presented by Mr. 
John Chear, FLS, FRPS, to-a gathering 
which included Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
MP, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. Mr. Chear gave a well- 
balanced and informative commentary, 
interspersed by several amusing sidelights 











COMING EVENTS 
FRIDAY, MARCH 6 
HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF BUILDING.—Presentation 


of the John Harmer Trophy for plasterers’ work in 
London. School of Building, Lime-grove, W412. 


eth iia TUESDAY, MARCH 10 


Housinc CENTRE.—Opening by Mr. David Eccles, 
Minister of Works, of exhibition of plans and photo- 
graphs of houses for export. Suffolk-street, 
Haymarket, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SocteTy.—Discussion 
on the lighting of office buildings to be opened by Mr. 
P. V. Burnett, FRIBA. Royal Society of Arts, John 
Adam-street, WC2. 6 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11 

Society oF Arts.—‘‘ High Paddington 
eanant by Mr. Sergei Kadleigh, ARIBA, RSA, 
John Adam-street, Adelphi, WC2. ent a 

LMBA (CENTRAL A No. 1).—Luncheon and 
farewell address to Major Leslie Shingleton, OBE, 
past-president, LMBA, who is __ retiring Derry 
and Tom’s Restaurant, Kensington High-street, W8. 


1 p.m. 

eres THURSDAY, MARCH 12 

TowN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
a PLANNING ong ge aos yg and 

ile Deli .” by Mr. i L. Q. ° 

Juvenile in iP. 38, King-street, London, wee, 
6.30 p.m. x 

INSTITUTION oF StTRucTURAL ENGINEERS.—‘ Con- 
struction of New Testing Laboratory of British Weldi 
Research Association at Abington,” by Mr. E. s 
Lewis. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. 6 p.m. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 13 


FaAcuLTY OF ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS, AND THE 
FacuLTY OF SURVEYORS OF ENGLAND._-AGM St. 
Ermins Hotel, Caxten-street, London, SW1. 6 p.m. 


on the incidental difficulties encountered 
during his filming activities. The colour 
and clarity of the films were generally good 
and they formed an admirable medium 
for the appreciation of the character of 
the development schemes. 


GLAZING AND BUILDING COSTS 


Our Current “Prices of Building 
Materials ’’ contain new prices for sheet 
and other window glass agreed by the 
National Federation of Constructional 
Glass Associations. An opportunity is 
given to builders to make a substantial 
saving in glass prices by ordering glass in 
bulk, cut to standard size. As an 
example, 18-oz. sheet, if ordered in 
quantities of not less than 3,000 ft. super, 
will cost 4d. per sq. ft., a reduction of 
14d. per foot over the current price of 
54d. for lesser quantities. Such reductions 
are, of course, dependent upon establish- 
ing some form of standard size of window 
panes. 


DEPUTY ARCHITECT, DUBLIN 


APPLICATIONS are invited by March 31, 
for the post of Deputy City Architect to 
Dublin Corporation. Salary £1,050—£40- 
£1,350. Details advertised elsewhere. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. C. J. Eprit, FRIBA, and associates, of 55, Pall 
Mall, SWi, have taken Mr. Cyrm Apter, ARIBA, 
into ancien gag i style ‘and —— ta 18 
uncha . Mr. r’s practice at 11, ng’s- 
Cree will be incorporated in that of the firm, 
continued at 55, Pall Mall. (Whitehall 1182.) 

Messrs. BARNES, CHALLEN AND CROSS, architects 


and engineers, have removed to permanent premises at 
96, Gloucester-place, W1. (Tel. : Welbeck 4851). 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, March 5, 1853 


Tue Grass TRADE.—At a conference of 
the flint-glass manufacturers, held at 
Birmingham last week (according to a 
circular issued by Messrs. Harris and Son), 
it was resolved that an advance of not less 
than 10 per cent. should be made on the 
present selling price of plain, coloured and 
cut glass, without reference to a general 
list of prices. This rise is‘ atttibuted to 
late advances in fuel and other materials 
consumed in the manufacture of glass. 
Even the sand, which forms so large an 
ingredient in the composition of glass, 
has also advanced in price. 
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Building in the Netherlands 


AN EXHIBITION AT RIBA_ ' 


t besa exhibition, opened at the Royal 
Institute of British Architects last 
week by the Netherlands Ambassador, 
is most important, and succeeds on 
several counts. First, as a piece of 
research and “ projection’ alone it is an 
object-lesson and, as the President, Mr. 
Howard Robertson, says in his preface 
to the catalogue, we are grateful to the 
Netherlands Government and the 
organisers for showing us so clearly and 
fully what they are doing. Moreover, 
during the lull while we are finding the 
impeccable good taste of the Scandinavian 
countries a little less full-blooded now 
than some of us could wish, and until the 
impact of the heralded Italian renaissance 
is more widely felt, the Netherlands 
exhibition is a particularly timely 
“refresher”? in renewing architectural 
communications and reviving old friend- 
ships. The RIBA shares in the congratu- 
lations for picking a winner and, incident- 
ally, in that connection, without rubbing 
salt in the wound the present show will 
do much to live down the unaccountable 
disappointment of the Italian exhibition— 
though this is not to be laid at the Insti- 
tute’s door and was partly offset by the 


subsequent showing of Mr. Kidder Smith’s 
coloured photographs. 

In another way the occasion is timely. 
We have unusually strong affinities with 
the Dutch and an understanding which, 
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like personal friendship, does not depend 
on cultivation or day-to-day intercourse 
But it calls for periodic exchanges and is 
apt to come to the surface in times of 
trouble such as war and now by melan. 
choly coincidence the effects of the recent 
floods on both countries. These natural 
bonds were touched upon during the 
opening speeches, lightly and unemo- 





A screen from the exhibition shcwing silo and flour mill at Wekerom (left) and a boiler 
house at Aalsmeer. 





One of the screens from the exhibition showing views of a country house in Aerdenhout. 


tionally as is natural to both races, and 
recognition of them is far healthier than 
the emotional and ideological links some- 
times sought or invented, in international 
affairs. 


LOGICAL DEVELOPMENT 


In so far as an exhibition of this scope 
has a generic flavour, the adjectives that 
come to mind are “ forthright’ and 
“sensible,”” but these words are used 
in their best possible sense—that is to 
say, without any suggestion of that dis- 
ingenuous ‘“candour” which often 
conceals insensitiveness, in the first case ; 
or of dullness and lack of imagination in 
the latter. The Dutch architect seems to 
pursue steadily a logical and consolidated 
line of development. This is compara- 
tively conservative, but indicates an 
acute, and often humorous, awareness of 
what is fashionably going on elsewhere 
while taking it with a generous grain of 
salt when it approaches an 


It is quite possible also that, in retro- 
spect, the Netherlands will be found to 
have come nearest to evolving a really 
contemporary and indigenous architecture 
which avoids the pitfalls of both extreme 
nationalism and its opposite. This 1's 
particularly interesting at a time when we 
ourselves look like beginning to get the 
same objective in our sights. 


To say that the Netherlands architect 
seems happier, and more congenial to 
in brick and tile than in less tradition: 
materials is simply to acknowledge ©" 
own debt to him. We should be the last 
people to look for startling novelties tr ™ 
the source whence we have borrowed ‘h< 
very foundations of much of our 0" 
architecture, and only the ove! 
sophisticated would do so. 
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A Baptist Church, Nijmegen (top), and a 
Roman Catholic Church, Amsterdam. 


INTRODUCTORY PANELS 


The photographs, which are excellent 
in the documentary sense, are introduced 
by a “‘ lead-in ” of four panels descriptive 
of the Landscape—water, grass and arable 
land, and city. A three-dimensional graph 
shows creditable housing progress in 
numerical terms since 1945, and a further 
series, symbolising births, marriages, 
deaths and population density are treated 
with great sensibility and dignity. For 
instance, the subject of death is alluded to 
by a simple and touching “ portrait’ of 
gnarled hands folded in resignation. 


These precede a panel showing the 
Struggle against Water. ‘Together they 
establish the context and background 
and are as successful in their way as the 
“Land” and the “ People” pavilions 
at the South Bank Exhibition, as setting 
the scene for what follows. ‘This consists 
of photographs grouped under the various 
headings of the specialised architectural 
helds covered, supplemented by models 
and by folios on small “ lecterns”’ 
associated with each group. These indi- 
cate what must have been painstaking 
research and analysis in an unfamiliar 
language. 
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PERSONAL PREFERENCES 


The following items are picked out as 
purely personal preferences in a show which 
never falls below a very high average of 
merit. To do critical justice would 
require more knowledge of plan and 
conditioning factors than can be shown in 
such circumstances. They are :— 

Industrial —A Type-foundry at Amster- 
dam (No. 17), seems an admirable and 
characteristic expression of functional and 
constructional requirements. A _ night- 
scene of an oil refinery (22) is a tour de 
force of industrial drama, rather reminiscent 
of the film landmark of the early 20s, 
** Metropolis.” 

Agriculture—Here the national char- 
acter is obviously at home, and the 
impression is of design being subservient 
to strong farming tradition. The Silo 
and Flour-mill, Wekerom (25) exemplifies 
the typical Dutch post-war idiom familiar 
since the 30s. 

Communal Buildings——The Blast Fur- 
nace office building (29) with tall cylin- 
drical columns to a set-back portico. A 
successful Control-tower, legitimately 
“ aircraft-y,”’ at the Schiphol Airport, 
Amsterdam, (32). 

Churches—A double-towered church 
at Amstelveen (38), a little reminiscent 
of one seen on the Sound near Stockholm. 
The Mennonite Church, Nijmegen (40), 
a most elegant essay in a classic vernacular. 
Memorial Cemetery, Bloemendaal (42) 
is a triumph in emphasising the peace, 
and minimising the violence, of death by 
comparison, say, with the one in Italy 
commemorating the Ardeatine Caves mass- 
acre—though the latter is of course a 
legitimate reminder of one of the more 
horrible incidents of the war. 


Theatres.—Sound, but those who, like 
the writer, have a “‘ thing’ about modern 
theatres may feel that the solution still 
eludes the Netherlands—as it does us. 

Shops.—A Nijmegen example, largely 
giass-fronted (48). 

Public Health—The ‘siting of Park 
Sanatorium (52) would surely remove 
much of the terrors from illness and 
convalescence! The Medical Centre, 
Rotterdam (54) is among the examples 
of a more “ international ”’ flavour. 


“e 


Schools.—The semi-permanent “ pre- 





Recreation building at Schoonebeek, 






fab” (56) is a little di 
because we have a modest 
justifiable pride in our own. That at 
Beverwijk (61) is excellent. 


cipal are lumped together. Of the former 
some are at first glance a little b 

even Teutonic in the use of all-overish 
ashlaring and “ featured” construction, 
but the latter maintain an 


lems distressingly familiar here, as far as 
can be judged without plans. Several 
Old People’s Homes show how a country’s 
worth is largely to be assessed by its 
attitude to the very old as well as the very 
young—those at Breda (75) are a most 
livable essay, in a style not unlike the 
Adshead and Ramsey Kennington Estate. 


Recreation.—Personal favourites of the 
show were the building at Schoonebeek 
(77) and Werkspoor (78) Amsterdam. 

Of the models, the piéce de résistance 
is the big Dijkzigt Hospital, Rotterdam, 
and a hotel at Zandvoort has great charm 
and hits exactly the right note as “‘ sand- 
scaping.”’ 

Altogether a good show, and the 
official opening a particularly happy 
occasion. Whether it was due to the 
spring sunshine, the atmosphere of friend- 
ship and cheerful optimism is hard to say. 
Certainly not least were the quite beautiful 
flower arrangements flown from the 
Netherlands to set off an excellent and 
workmanlike presentation, in which the 
RIBA, and the work of its personnel in 
providing the setting, have seldom 
appeared to better advantage. 

The exhibition will be on view at the 
RIBA, 66, Portland-place, Wi, until 
March 28 (Mondays to Fridays, 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. ; Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m), 
admission free. 

Bast MARRIOTT. 





PRODUCTIVITY REPORT 


A REPORT of the Plymouth Area Building 
Industry Productivity Committee appears 
in the current issue of the journal of the 
Plymouth branch of the Devon and 
Cornwall Society of Architects. The 
conclusions reached and recommendations 
made by the committee reveal the value of 
discussions among representatives from all 
sides of the industry. Mr. G. E. W. 
Denning, LRIBA, chairman of the 
committee, is pleased with the progress 
which has been made after nine meetings. 
He has suggested the formation of a 
joint consultative committee composed 
of architects, quantity surveyors, builders 
and operatives in the Plymouth area 
which should meet quarterly to thrash 
out their problems. 

Also included in this issue of the 
journal is a further article on “ The New 
Plymouth.” 


RIBA LIBRARY GROUP 


‘THE NEXT MEETING of the Library Group 
will take place on Monday, March 9, at 
6 p.m., at 66, Portland-place, Wi. The 
evening will be devoted to the identifica- 
tion of drawings by unknown architects, 
or unknown buildings. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Building workers are by now 
thoroughly accustomed to the role of 
object of scurrilous attacks. Mr. Harring- 
ton, in your correspondence columns 
(February 20), is certainly doing his best 
to perpetuate the custom. Let me, 
however, commend him at least for having 
the courage to sign his name and not seek- 
ing to spread poison anonymously as so 
many pen attackers do. So a boy of 16 
is earning from £8 to £10 a week (one 
notes the admission “ earning’’), and 
others get £10 to £12 a week? One 
would be grateful if Mr. Harrington would 
be a little more explicit and say where and 
how this is done. 


The pre-war annual output of bricks 
was about 9,000 million. The output 
to-day is about 6,000 million, that is 
two-thirds. I would be most interested 
to be informed how a bricklayer’s output 
can be maintained in the absence of the 
materials with which he has to work. 


Mr. Whitehead, in your issue of Febru- 
ary 27 (page 333), under the heading 
** Holidays-With-Pay ”’ also lets off steam 
in the good old traditional way. He 
overlooks the building employers’ admis- 
sion that they have to pass all costs on to 
the public. Therefore whether an em- 
ployer can or cannot afford to pay for the 
holiday is quite irrelevant. I would, 
however, like it to be made known, 
through the courtesy of your newspaper, 
that on every occasion of our pressing a 
wage claim we advance, in our opinion, 
very strong evidence in favour of the view 
that any success of the claim need not 
involve higher costs to the public; and 
that building employers themselves may 
continue the way of their pleasant profits 
if they choose to take seriously advice, 
proffered to them by numerous bodies, 
on the competent way of conducting their 
affairs. 


I note that Mr. Whitehead laments the 
passing of the “ good old days”’ of the 
bread-line and the soup-kitchen. He may 
rest assured that we shall not allow the 
return of those times. 


RicHarp Coppock, General 
Secretary, National Federation 
of Building Trades’ Operatives. 


Federal House, Clapham, SW4. 





To'the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Fundamentally it is the craftsmen 
and labourers who build, and sooner 

or later we have to face the awful truth 
that the present high cost of building is 
due mainly to the undoubted fact that 
operatives are inoperative and are wasting 
their employers’ time and costly materials. 
Clever management can effect marginal 
savings here and there, but if the prime 
movers are not moving the project hasn’t 
enough way for the steering to be effective. 
Industry generally and the building 
industry in particular has experienéed a 
catastrophic fall from high production 
by exploited labour to minimal production 
by highly paid operatives, and it is our 
duty to examine the problem dispassion- 
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ately and do what can be done to shorten 
the period of the very ugly transition 
through which we are passing. For transi- 
tion it is, and it is our duty and privilege 
to shape the future to the best of our 
ability. 

Firstly, then, let us have a brief account 
of the origin and history of the malady 
and then consider how to alleviate it. 


Commencing at the later stages of the nine- 
teenth century, when the industrial revolution 
had placed this country in a condition of 
unparalleled prosperity based on high pro- 
duction of the best quality goods in the world, 
we find management in complete control 
supported by the threat of unemployment 
and the British working man justly famed 
throughout the world as the finest workman 
ever. Exploitation of labour had given rise 
to the trades unions which developed, by 
the circumstances of their origin, into organisa- 
tions whose object was to wrest control away 
from management rather than to promote 
the integrity of the workers. Theirs the 
inheritance of bitterness, they fashioned the 
strike weapon to club the “ bosses” into 
submission to their demands; the working 
man’s rights were their exclusive concern, 
and for them he had no responsibilities. 

With the rise of Socialism, champion of 
the underdog, the trades unions were absorbed 
to form a political party under the generic 
title of Labour, and the uneasy partnership 
of impractical idealists—the intelligentsia 
of Socialism—with the hard-headed embit- 
tered men of the unions persists to this day. 
The first world war brought its train of 
cynicism, and the moral climate of the 
country deteriorated from the God-fearing 
rectitude of the Victorian era to the self- 
seeking materialism we know so well, and 
with it education became progressively 
materialist and increasingly efficient sq that 
at the end of the 20 years’ armistice we find, 
much more sharp and with some lowering 
of moral standards, a working man still sub- 
ject to the threat of unemployment. World 
war II proved him able to “take it” and 
nobly so he did, but it was found that the 
only way to boost production was to introduce 
piece-work, bonus systems, welfare and enter- 
tainment. 

Then, suddenly, the threats, the dangers, 
the urgency were all removed and labour 
emerged from the valley of the shadow on to 
the sunny uplands with a Labour Govern- 
ment installing the welfare state in large 
doses and promising Utopia for the common 
man regardless of its effect on capital or its 
economic consequences to the nation in gen- 
eral and the working man in particular. The 
rich were to be soaked and the State would 
carry him from the cradle to the grave. The 
thrifty would be penalised and the feckless 
rewarded. No wonder then that his reaction 
can be epitomised in those all too familiar 
and appalling catch-phrases, “‘ the world owes 
me a living,” and ‘ couldn’t care less,” and 
who could blame a clever materialist with 
memories of family hardship in the “ Good 
old Tory Hell” for slacking? Only fools 
and horses work ! 

So has the British working man fallen from 
grace, fallen from the high esteem in which 
he was held when management ruled the roost 
to a pitiful state of time-serving in which by 
consciously withheld effort, carelessness, pilfer- 
age, slipshod work and sabotage, he wrecks 
the efforts of management to speed production 
in his interest and bites the hand that feeds 
him, The inestimable benefits of full em- 
ployment and the welfare state have completely 
failed to evoke in labour a reciprocal sense 
of responsibility to the community. Once 
again appeasement has failed and costs soar, 
discipline has disappeared and decent work- 
men haven’t the abdominal fortitude to do 
their duty for fear of becoming blacklegs, 
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_ “ Now I begin to under- 
stand all this talk about 
high buildings and fiat 


roofs !” 








It is fashionable to “‘ fiddle,” and all of a piece 
with juvenile delinquency and £600,000 a 
year pilferage on nationalised transport. 

That is the position to-day, a terrible indict- 
ment and a black outlook indeed. “What then 
of the future ? 


Little as we deserve it there is comfort in 
the thought that by the merciful dispensation 
of Providence nothing remains static ; for good 
or ill the pendulum will swing, in peace as in 
war, in Britain as in Russia, and having swung 
about as far as can well be possible from the 
mean of moral integrity we may reasonably 
expect a reversion to set in, slowly, almost 
imperceptibly at first but gaining in momen- 
tum. And we may be excused a bit of wishful 
thinking if we seem hopefully to detect the 
first faint indications of improvement. It 
would seem that the working man is forsaking 
his trades unions, abdicating their democratic 
control which he exercised so carelessly in 
the past to the infiltrating Communists and 
fellow-travellers. He ‘‘ couldn’t care less,” 
and the unions, cradled in coercion, resort 
naturally to coercion by the closed shop to 
force him into line. Membership has become 
an onerous duty and the reward of inde- 
pendence is coercion. New generations are 
reaching industrial age who have never 
experienced exploitation and are, therefore, 
not embittered, so the principal ingredient in 
industrial strife is being eliminated. There 
are indications, too, of a moral revival at the 
universities, of a return to Christianity from 
the rationalist materialism of the inter-war 
period. The young men who enter the 
industry from choice are keen and clever, but 
their zeal is soon damped off by contagion. 
And what can we do ? . 


There is no short-term remedy for so deep- 
seated a trouble but we can all help the long- 
term solution by constructive thought, putting 
in a word here and there to point the way and 
help form opinion, since all social and political 
trends have their origin in the thoughts and 
opinions of people. We can cease wast’ng 
time in talking about cheapening production 
by mechanisation and improved architect- 
contractor liaison. We want improved pro- 
duction, not cheapened products ; there 1s 
too much cheap production about .alreacy, 
let’s get back to some quality. The excellent 
technical education which is available to-¢) 
lacks a background of vigorous moral clim2" 
designed to inculcate personal responsibility 
and to fortify young minds against the pre- 
vailing miasma. Elementary education, ‘>, 


(Correspondence continued on page 381.) 
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Te Bailey Report (on Quicker Completion of Houses) 


advocates as one recommendation the use by local 
authorities of a smaller number of house plans, and the 
Report (summarised in our last issue) shows a number 
of such designs drawn to a preferred dimension of 3 ft.— 
this unit being selected “ pending a full study of modular 
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MOHLG “ PREFERRED DIMENSION” HOUSE PLANS 





co-ordination.” The Committee also considered . what 
would be a reasonable number of plans which could be 
said to meet most of the needs of to-day—and these include 
designs for flats and maisonettes. From the types shown 
in the Report (H.M. Stationery Office, price 3s. 6d.) we 
now reproduce six. 


. 24'0* 4 
. sq. ft. 
Gross House Area - ee 
| Storeand Fuel  . . 45 
o Net House Area. __. 690 
| Aggregate Ground Floor i 
Living Area. . - 278 
45 = a 
GROUND FLOOR FIRST FLOOR 
Fig. 19. A 2-bedroom four person Dining-Kitchen house with through living room. 
; 2"'0* + 
. 
sq. ft. 
Gross House Area 78! 
o Store and Fuel : 60 
2 vata 
Net House Area 721 
Aggregate Ground Floor 
1 Living Area. . . 20 








GROUND FLOOR 





FIRST FLOOR 


Fig. 20. A 3-bedroom four person Working-Kitchen house suited to families with children 
of different sex. 
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GROUND FLOOR 





FIRST FLOOR 
Fig. 25. A narrow fronted 3-bedroom five person Dining-Kitchen house. 
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Fig. 26.. An end house similar in arrangement to Fig. 24 with overall dimensions suited to 
building with Fig. 25. 
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Fig. 27. A narrow fronted ‘ open plan’ house for five persons. Suitable for layouts where 
access.is available on both sides. Space and water heating are provided by an independent boiler. 
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Five person Flat _ sq, ft. 
Ares. . « -7% 


Four person Flat 
Alte. «3 61 
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5 PERSON FLAT 4 PERSON FLAT 





Fig. 33. An alternative arrangement for a three-storey block with flats for fe d fi rsons, 
access to all rooms is from the hall. The flats have ote W.C.s veetaanek ee cha cumide by 
duct to the roof: 
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: TIME-LIFE BUILDING 
5 NEW BOND STREET 
e LONDON, WI 
9 
Architect : 
MICHAEL ROSENAUER, 
: FRIBA, AIA 
Co-ordinator of Interior Designs for Reception 
Area and Offices: 
SIR HUGH CASSON, RDI, MA, FRIBA 
Quantity Surveyor : 
; OSWALD PARRATT, FRICS 
| 
3 : 
s Builders : 
HOLLAND & HANNEN 
} AND CUBITTS, LTD. 
: 


Detail of main entrance, 

Bruton-street. The ab- 

stract sculpture is by 
Maurice Lambert. 
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Staircase hall. Designers : Sir Hugh Casson and Misha Black in association with the 

architect. Below : Reception-room. Designers : Sir Hugh Casson and Misha Black 

in association with the architect. Clock designed by Robin and Christopher Ironside, 
curtain by F. H. K. Henrion, chairs by R. D. Russell, carpet by Ronald Ferns. 











designing this building, the 
architect has endeavoured to 
achieve a maximum of well-aired 
and well-lighted office area by means 
of a minimum of built area. He 
found that the best layout for the 
offices could be attained by deviating 
from the orthodox approach of 
continuing uninterruptedly existing 
frontage lines. This planning 
approach is new for London, but 
it received the approval of the 
planning authorities and has resulted 
in a free-standing rectangular bu:ld- 
ing with windows on all four sides. 

The two staircases, which the 
fire-escape regulations require, have 
been placed in a central position 
together with three lifts and the 
lavatory accommodation ventilated 
to an interior air-shaft. The 
architect has introduced a novel 
arrangement for these staircases by 
placing both of them in the same 
staircase well, each run of one 
stairway alternating in plan with 
one run of the other stairway. 
This combination of staircases has 
resulted in the unusually high ratio 
of 864 per cent. net usable office 
area to built floor area. 


The basement contains a garage 
accessible from Barlow-place. The 
shops on the ground floor face 
Bond-street. The main entrance 
to the offices is from Bruton-street. 
Glass doors are set in a stainless 
steel surround and headed by a 
slightly projecting canopy which is 
decorated with an abstract metal 
sculpture by Maurice Lambert. 
The ground floor covers nearly the 
total site area whereas the first floor 
already takes the shape of the four 
typical floors above with the excep- 
tion of a wing along Bond-street. 
This wing and the main building 
form two sides of the first-floor 
terrace towards which the large 
reception-room opens. 

To bridge the gap between the 
frontage of the neighbouring build- 
ing and that of the Time-Life 
building, a sculptural screen, taking 
the entire height of the second floor, 
is part of the architectural design. 
The introduction of the sculptural 
screen, strictly motivated by the 
architectural layout of the building, 
gave an interesting possibility of 
linking contemporary _ sculptural 
composition with contemporary 
architectural composition. The 
sculpture, a work by Henry Moore, 
harmonises in its arrangement and 
form with the rhythm of the build- 
ing. Both are of the same material, 
Portland stone. ‘Travertine, with a 
base of polished granite, is used on 
the ground-floor shop fronts. 


The set-back of the sixth floor, 
arranged in accordance with zoning 
regulations, allows for a terrace all 
round the building, and contributes 
to the architectural display of the 
building mass as such. It became 
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from the early stages of the design 
clear that the building could be 
brought into such shape and form 
that its three-dimensional presenta- 
tion would stand out against the 
uncharacteristic string of existing 
two-dimensional facades along Bond- 
street. 


The arrangement of window mul- 
lions and columns accentuates a 
rhythm primarily derived from func- 
tional considerations of the plan. 
This vertical rhythm is balanced by 
the emphasis of horizontal lines 
given by uninterrupted window- 
cills on each floor. 

It was not until June, 1951, that 
the clients requested that the recep- 
tion-room on the first floor, which 
opens towards the terrace, be made 
more impressive by letting it run 
through two storeys. Further, that 
a monumental staircase should lead 
from the main entrance on Bruton- 
street to this reception-room. In 
spite of the steel construction being 
already in the process of manufac- 
ture, this new request was incor- 
porated into the original programme. 

For the interior design of the 
reception area and the Time-Life 
offices, as well as their furniture, 
British designers, co-ordinated by 
Sir Hugh Casson in association with 
the architect, were commissioned 
in December, 1951. The object 
of this arrangement was to have the 
advantage of the variety of treatment 
devised by such a team and thus to 
ensure that the offices when com- 
pleted would demonstrate a wide 
range of British design and crafts- 
manship. 

Construction. — The building is 
steel-framed with hollow-tile floors 
and reinforced concrete staircases. 
Windows are of the aluminium 
sliding sash type. The main en- 
trence hall is paved with Travertine 
and Derbydene marbles and the 
walls are lined to their full height 
with Derbydene marble, relieved 
by a plant display on one side and 
on the other a pedestal for a piece 
of sculpture. Main staircases are 
finished in terrazzo paving and the 
lavatories are paved and lined in 
terrazzo. 

Polished cork tiles have been laid 
on office floors, the ceilings being 
finished with acoustic tiles. 

Space heating is by flush panel 
radiators under windows and in 
corridors, supplemented by a tem- 
perature - controlled ventilation 
system which, in hot weather, circu- 
lates cooled air. Shop areas are 
heated by radiation from ceiling 
panels. A similar system is em- 
ployed in the entrance hall, together 
with panels under the paving. 

Ducting in the floor thickness 
provides a grid through which 
electrical and telephone services are 
run. 
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Reception-room. Below : Staircase. Decorative panel to balustrade designed by 
R. Y. Goodden. 
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Open planning of general offices. Designers : Misha Black 


and Alexander Gibson. 





Conference room. Designer: H. T. Cadbury-Brown. 
Sculpture by Heinz Henghes. 
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Office of editorial bureau. Chief designer : Robin Day. 
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Above: Private  dining- 
room. Designers : Leonard 
Manasseh and lan Baker. 


Cafeteria. Designers : Sir 

Hugh Casson, Neville 

Condor and Patience Clif- 

ford. Assistant designer : 
Robin Dunn. 
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General contractors were Messrs. Holland & Hannen 
and Cubitts, Ltd. Following isa list of sub-contractors : 

Excavation, etc., Willment Bros. ; structural steelwork, 
Dorman Long and Co., Ltd.; hollow tile floors and 
reinforced concrete, Diespeker and Co., Ltd. ; scaffolding, 
Scaffolding (G.B.), Ltd., Mitcham ; stonework, Wands- 
worth Stonemasonry Works ; facing bricks, R. Y. Ames ; 
marble work, Fenning and Co., Ltd.; asphalt, Faldo 
Asphalte Co. ; paropa roofing, Frazzi, Ltd. ; aluminium 
and metal windows, Williams and Williams, Ltd. ; copper 
work, Holloway Metal Roofs ; wrought-iron work, F. A. 
Norris and Co., Ltd., Morden, Surrey, and Clark, Hunt 
and Co., Ltd., Enfield. 

Flagstaffs, J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd. ; glazing, Faulkner 
Greene and Co., Ltd. ; exterior and interior decorative 
metal work, Morris Singer Co., Ltd., and Haskins, Ltd. : 
heating, hot water and ventilation installation, Young 
Austen and Young, Ltd.; drainage end plumbing instal- 
lation and electrical installation, Engineering Service 
Installations, Ltd.; sprinkler, dry hydrant installation, 
rolling shutters, Mather and Platt, Ltd. ; gas installation, 
North Thames Gas Board ; passenger lifts, Waygood-Otis, 
Ltd. ; radio and television aerial installation, Imhof’s, Ltd. ; 
watchman’s patrol system, Rentrix, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings 
and accessories, Shanks and Co., Ltd. 

Kitchen equipment, Benham and Sons, Ltd., and W. M. 
Still and Sons ; incinerators, William Sugg and Co., Ltd. ; 
water cooler and condensing unit, Lightfoot Refrigeration 
Co., Ltd., Wembley, Middlesex, and R. E. A. Bott, Ltd. ; 
door furniture and ironmongery, Comyn Ching and Co. 
(London), Ltd., Alfred G. Roberts, Ltd., Pryke and 
Palmer, Ltd., James Gibbons, Ltd. ; strong-room door, 
Chubb and Sons, Ltd.; false ceilings, etc., Bracketing, 
Centering and Lathing, Ltd., West Molesey ;_ terrazzo, 
Diespeker and Co., Ltd. ; plastering, W. Miller (Plasters), 
Ltd.; fibrous plaster, G. J. Green and Sons; cork tiles, 
E. J. Elgood, Ltd. ; acoustic tiles, Horace W. Cullum and 
Co., Ltd. ; wood flooring, Wm. Mallinson and Sons. 

Linoleum, John Lewis and Co., Ltd. ; linoleum tiles, 
Semtex, Ltd. ; wall tiling, Parkinsons (Wall Tiling), Ltd. ; 
w.c. partitions, Holoplast, Ltd.; office partitioning, 
Sankey Sheldon, Ltd., and Compactom, Ltd.; general 
joinery, including doors, Longs, Bath ; interior panelling 
and decoration (reception, executive offices, etc.), Harris 
and Sheldon, Ltd., and H. H. Martyn and Co., Ltd., 
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Time-Life building by night. 


Cheltenham ; built-in fittings, Westminster Joinery, Ltd., 
and Frank W. Clifford, Ltd.; general painting and 
decoration, South London Decorators, Ltd.; lighting 
fittings, Merchant Adventurers, Ltd., Engineering Service 
Installations, Ltd., Anthony Juer Lighting, Ltd., Oswald 
Hollmann, Ltd., Beckenham ; Venetian blinds, J. Avery 
and Co. ; curtain tracks, W. J. Furse and Co., Ltd. ; plastic 
panelling, table tops, etc., in cafeteria, Warerite, Ltd. 


Top of Tank Room Siad, 
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TIME-LIFE BUILDING, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W1 
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General view of the prototype block. 
: 
FLA Ts AT CA RDROSS ROAD plumbing and electrical services are all assembled at D 
: the factory. F 
DUMBA RTON SCO TL AND Each flat has its own private balcony, overlooked by 
. both the living-room and the kitchen. ‘ 
Pram-cum-storage accommodation for all the flats g 
Architect: is provided on the ground floor and space for rubbish b 
oes : bins is incorporated in the main block, thus avoiding t 
A. D. HOLMES, LRIBA, ARIAS unsightly protuberances. Fuel storage space is ‘ 
provided immediately inside the entrance hall of each P 
Quantity Survevor : flat. ( 
1. B. WILKINSON, FRICS Built-in wardrobes have been incorporated and c 
adequate provision has been made for cupboard space. i 
Builders : Floor areas are as follows :— 
BLACKBURN (DUMBARTON), LTD. Three Apartment Four Apartment | 
Total area isi 707 sq. ft. 810 sq. ft. : 
Living-room His i) ae 180 __s,, | 
§ fore prototype block of flats was recently com- Bedroom No. 1 140 Ms 145 ‘ 
pleted and opened at Cardross-road, Dumbarton, Bedroom No. 2 ... 111 ~ i a 
Scotland. The flats will accommodate working-class Bedroom No. 3 ~~ 9 Ca, 
families at ‘ realistic rents The flats were built by Messrs. Blackburn (Dum- 
The three-storey block, which comprises four three- barton), Ltd., to designs prepared by Mr. A. D. 


apartment and eight four-apartment flats, was com- Holmes, LRIBA, ARIAS. Mr. A. B. Wilkinson, 
pleted in four months, but this period (state the FRICS, is consulting quantity surveyor to the 
builders) would be reduced to three-and-a-half Contractors. 

months when in production. More than 90 per cent. In 1945, the same firm produced the first Scottish- 
of the construction, including the brickwork, was built aluminium house and in 1950 thev introduced a 
completed by one firm, only the painting, tiles and _ brick-built permanent house which was turned out 
rough-cast being sub-contracted. Internal partitions, in three- and four-apartment units. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 370.) 


could lend a hand by laying a foundation of 
self-discipline and integrity. 

‘ All the educational devices at our command, 
lectures, films, radio, examination 

brains trusts, team work, etc., 
grated in the drive to raise the moral tone of 


; 


the new intake into industry. Basic truths 
such as that wages are costs and costs control 


prices, that self-interest is unsocial, that the 
standard of living is raised by increased pro- 
duction and lowered by increased wages, that 
prosperity is a function of high production, 
that the labourer must produce 3s. before the 
“Guvnor” can pay him 2s. 6d., that the 
“Guvnor” is i to his privileges 
because he carries all the responsibilities, that 
good work is i isfyi and 
rewarding, that cleverness with tools is 
admirable and cleverness with time-sheets 
damnable, that deceit is pitiable and deceit 
for gain despicable, d be driven home 
so that they form the mental framework of 
new entrants. This, I submit, is the solu- 


tion of our problem. 
W. H. Hosken. 


5, Buff-avenue, Banstead. 


MODERN CHURCH DESIGN 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In her recent articles on “ The 
Development of Modern Church 
Design”’ [The Builder, January 23 and 
February 13], Miss Pamela Cunnington 
remarks that “ there is little doubt that 
whitewash is the correct. treatment for 
most medieval churches.”” Such a state- 
ment is surely open to question. The 
beauty of a medieval church often depends 
to a large extent on the texture of its 
stonework, enhanced by the play of light 
and shade on surfaces and mouldings. 
One must decry the too common practice 
of stripping plaster from walls and reveal- 
ing the rough stonework underneath, but 
the whitewashing of ashlar facings on 
arcades, windows and the like leaves a 
smooth and featureless surface. May I 
cite as an example Thaxted Church, in 
Essex, whose fine interior has lost all its 
texture through whitewashing ? 

It is true that in certain exceptional 
buildings, such as King’s College Chapel, 
where there is glass or rich woodwork 
to show off, whitewashing may be a com- 
plete success. It has also been effective 
in Bury St. Edmunds Cathedral, a typical 
late Perpendicular church. But in the 
average parish church of say the thirteenth 
or fourteenth century it would be a 
disaster. Cannot the look of cleanness 
and lightness which whitewash un- 
doubtedly gives be achieved by whiten- 
ing plastered walls, and leaving ashlar 
stonework in its natural colour, brought 
out by the white background ? 

D. W. Lioyp. 


“ St. Mary’s,”’ Trumpington. 
BUILDERS’ DISCOUNTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


S[R.—Mr. Smallbone’s letter in your 
last issue raises two interesting 


points. ; 

Regarding the shop front contract, it 
appears from Clause 21 of the RIBA 
Form of Contract that the employer is 
oniv entitled to pay a nominated sub- 
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contractor direct when the special con- 
ditions stated in sub-Clause 21 (c) arise. 
One must therefore assume that a variation i 
order was issued under Clause 1 (a), 
omitting the shop-fitter’s work from the 
contract, as it was clearly the intention in 
the first place for this work to be executed 
as a nominated sub-contract. Only after 
the issue of such a variation order would 
the shop fitters become tradesmen 
defined in Clause 23. : 

Now, the question of any payment to 
the general contractor would have to be 
made as “ loss or expense’ according to 
Clause 1. Whilst the 10 per cent. referred 


‘to by Mr. Smallbone would be a reason- 


able basis for computing this (i.e., loss of 
profit plus cost of attendance), I do not 
think that he would be entitled, ipso facto, 
to this percentage as the loss or 
must be “ ascertained by the architect ”’ 
before being added to the contract sum. 
The dispute over increased cost of 
materials would surely be settled by 
deciding whether it was the intention of 
the parties to include a list of basic prices 
with the contract documents, the omission 
of the list being only a clerical error. 


W. B. Wyatt, [ARICS, AIArb.] 
18, Sylvan-road, Wanstead, E11. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The letter from Mr. J. R. 
Smallbone quotes an actual case 
where the opinion given in my letter of 
February 13 is, in part, applicable. I 
take the points, as they occur in Mr. 
Smallbone’s letter, seriatim. 

The p.c. sum was described as a net p.c. 
Mr. Smallbone says this ‘‘ to us indicated, 
when estimating, that the item was not 
subject to cash discount.” Further to the 
opinion given in my previous letter, I consider 
that it is necessary for the architect to be very 
much more explicit if he wishes to insert in 
the bill of quantities a p.c. sum which does 
not include the 2} per cent. cash discount 
it is “‘deemed” to include by Clause 21. 
Indeed, the architect must explain in the 
bill of quantities that the p.c. sum does not 
include 2} per cent. cash discount and should 
further qualify this explanation (which con- 
stitutes a modification of the Conditions of 
Contract) by claiming exemption from the 
requirements of Clause 10 which states that 
“nothing contained in the said bills of 
quantities shall override, modify or affect in 
any way whatsoever the application or 
interpretation of that which is contained in 
these itions.” 

The mere designation of a p.c. sum as a 
“* net p.c.” is hardly sufficient to indicate the 
architect’s intention to disallow a cash dis- 
count, and it would be exceedingly difficult 
to plead this interpretation if a contractor 

Clause 21 and Clause 10 in defence. 

The second point in Mr. Smallbone’s 

letter mentions the reduction of the p.c. 


The operative words are “after allowing 
pro rata for the contractor’s profit at the rates 
contained in the contractor’s original 
estimate.” But, as I suggested in my 

letter, for an architect to take out of the 


381 
contract a p.c. sum and it direct is to 
make nonsense of the lamenien of tha 
RIBA Conditions of Contract. 


was subsequently signed by both parties and 
presumably sealed, and it is difficult to see 
what can be done about it now. It would be 
necessary to know the full circumstances of 
the occurrence in order to offer a definite 


parties to exclude of a specific 
Condition of Contract (i.e., by the omission 
of the “ basic list’? Clause 25 (A) (2) cannot 
be 


taken a different point of view. 

(3) To this case it may be possible to vy 
the dictum: “all documents ref to 
in the writing must be construed with it ”— 
Clause 25 (A) (2) depends entirely upon tho 
inclusion of a basic list—without this basic 
list the clause is i and i i 

h ee i 


ment by the as it is clearly the 
intention of the contract Conditions to permit 

j “basic prices” and 
“ market p ” 
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EXHIBITIONS 


House Furnishing and Visual Education of the Young 


Two current exhibitions in London are 
important and related. One is of interior 
design and furnishing, and the other what, 
for want of a better word, is called “ Design 
Appreciation” for the young. Beth concern 
public taste, and are therefore relevant here. 


“ Register Your Choice ” 


[J NDER this title, which aptly suggests 

“Back Your Fancy” in what is in 
fact a most sporting contest, the Design 
and Industries ‘Association has staged an 
exhibition at Charing Cross Underground 
Station. This is of two rooms, identical in 
plan and area and furnished at the same 
cost for the benefit of people who still 
imagine good design to be an expensive 
luxury. One is in what has become known 
as the contemporary manner, now almost 
standard for intelligent people with taste, 
and the other—well, perhaps I had better 
quote the representative daily paper which 
called it “a contrasting style.” But perhaps 
a critic need not lean quite so far backward 
to be impartial, and may simply call them 
a good and a bad room, for surely that is 
the intention. 

I should hardly have thought that any- 
body interested enough to look, and vote, 
would opt for the bad one. It epitomises 
everything that the word generally, and 
significantly, pronounced “ laounge” stands 
for. This is neither social nor intellectual 
snobbery on my part, but simply to say 
that, with purchasing-power now in new 
hands, the bad room indirectly represents 
what I sincerely believe this country has 
most to fear. If you don’t believe me, ask 
the economists—but it has little to do with 
aesthetics. 

The choice for both rooms is authentic, 
and the good is not “ highbrow,” contrary 
to popular supposition. The bad is a bril- 
liantly objective study.in pathology. JI hope 
that is what Mrs. de Syllas, the selector, 
meant when she is quoted as being “ strictly 
neutral,” because she has done so well to 
avoid caricature. 

It is nice to see the DIA continuing the 
type of good work for which, as a voluntary 
band of enthusiasts, it is perhaps better 
piaced than more “ official” bodies. But I 
do wonder whether it may be a little off 
the beam in this case, and Press comment 
rather confirms uneasiness by tending to 
miss the point. 


Limitations of Quizzes 


Apart from being inconclusive in terms 
useful to the designer, any tangible results 
from design “quizzes” of this kind only 
provide sticks to beat dead donkeys with at 
this late date. Moreover, they are dangerous: 
this is an essay in taste rather than in design 
—a difference which makes the whole subject 
more complicated than the design bodies 
sometimes seem to realize. My guess is that 
the deadheads are quite impenitent, and even 
rather pleased, if their taste is assailed by 
what they regard as “highbrows” fand 
make no mistake, that means you and me, 
brother) while the plain fact is that it’s 
generally just silly and pretentious, and they 
should be laughed out of it, not preached 
at. Like coal utilisation, what used to be 
a matter of personal choice has become an 
urgent matter of national economy. We 
frankly can’t afford the waste of materials 


and labour for whimsy, shoddiness or jerry- 
building. 

Both rooms are vulnerable on common- 
sense grounds. A typical overheard criticism 
of the good one was “I'd like to see that 
after my kids had been in it for an hour.” 
This is fair comment, which unfortunately 
will not appear in the voting papers. We 
already know enough about what the public 
likes, and almost too much about what it 
doesn’t—what we need to know is why, and 
the Charing Cross experiment, amusing as 
it is, doesn’t help. The tragedy is less that 
people don’t like good design as that they 
perceive in it mo personal application to 
their problems. 

I have a wholesome respect for the public 
—for one thing it includes me! But I 
sometimes think we are flattering it for the 
wrong reasons. Taste is anybody’s guess, 
but like the doctor’s or the scientist’s in his 
own field, the designer’s guess in inevitably 
better than the layman’s, for obvious reasons. 
This needs saying. 

One can love the human race and also 
take an occasional friendly smack at the 
silly face it puts on to impress the neigh- 
bours. Let’s come clean and admit that this 
is what the Charing Cross show is all about, 
so roll up before March 21, and register your 
choice with a vengeance! 


The Schools Exhibition 


I have less space left for the Council for 
Visual Education’s Schools Exhibitions to 
interest Children in Design, which is in some 
ways the more important of the two exhibi- 
tions, which was opened at the County Hall, 
Westminster, by the Minister of Works on 
March 2 and continues until March 14. 

Quite apart from “ catching them young ” 
in order to create a more discriminating buy- 
ing public, there is obviously a good case 
for fostering potential designers so that 
supply and demand may keep pace. Since 
secondary education begins at least to lay 
the foundations for specialising boys destined, 
for instance, for the Church, Science or the 
Services, there is surely as strong a case for 
the “ battle-inoculation ” of intending design- 
ers before school leaving age, particularly 
since it is generally agreed that the training 
time thereafter is getting all too short. More- 
over, that is the age when most of us are 
more susceptible to reasoned arguments and 
explanation of what makes design “ tick ”"— 
in the final analysis more important than 
the formulation of mere. “ taste ’—before 
second-hand ideas have crystallised. 

The exhibitions consist of mounted photo- 
graphs with brief, and generally lucid, 
explanatory captions and stories. The sub- 
jects covered are, broadly, architecture in 
several branches, including both contem- 
porary and traditional; “everyday design” 
and the specialised industrial fields of furni- 
ture, glass and pottery; and town planning. 
Further housing, lettering, sculpture and the 
countryside are in preparation. 

Filmstrips.—These, seven mounts to a set, 
are loaned to scheols for a nominal charge. 
Filmstrips with teachers’ notes are also avail- 
able. In the architectural mounts, compari- 
sons are often drawn between a well-designed 
prototype and its debased imitation. This 
is a good, but a difficult, lesson to get across 
without a “conducted tour” through the 
whole of art-history, a formidable propo- 
sition. Indeed, the progressive degeneration 


March 6 1953 


of a pace-setting design is an abstruse patho- 
logical study, and hardly one for the children, 

Mr. Eccles, in opening the exhibition 
spoke of the present confused state of public 
taste and of the need for more good, hard 
hitting to “warm up” debate on the gub- 
ject. I am all for this, as perhaps the fore- 
going note about the DIA Exhibition may 
indicate. But the difficulty in dealing at any 
rate with the Captain of Industry who seems 
unlikely to attain his majority is that, gener- 
ally speaking, the nastier his taste the nastier 
his tactics in justifying it, while the obvious 
connection between good design and good 
manners may prevent one from using his 
— weapons of derision and abuse against 

im. 

But apart from being more important in 
the long run, the young seem more able to 
“take ” reasoned argument on quite surpris- 
ingly abstruse sesthetic questions, if it is put 
in terms they can relate to familiar things. 

Design enlightenment is a patient, uphill 
slog, but results, however intangible and long 
term, are eminently worth-while. With the 
young “a little of it sticks,” and the Council 
for Visual Education well deserves support. 

Bast Marriott. 


OBITUARY 


Hurley Robinson, FRIBA. 

THE DEATH has occurred of Mr. Hurley 
Robinson, FRIBA, of the Grove, Acock’s 
Green. He was 69. He was the designer 
of more than 50 cinemas in various parts 
of the country. Born and educated in 
Handsworth, Mr. Robinson began practice 
as an architect on his own account in 
Birmingham at the age of 23, and, with an 
interruption for war service in the Navy 
between 1914 and 1919, continued in that 
capacity for 45 years. He was a past- 
president of the Midland Arts Club. 

Among the buildings for which he was 
responsible are the Bristol Cinema, Bristol- 
Street; the Ritz, Bordesley-green the Rialto, 
Hall Green; the Grand, Soho-road; and the 
Josiah Mason Almshouses at Erdington, all 
in Birmingham. He was placed third by the 
adjudicators with his design for the Masonic 
Temple in Broad-street, Birmingham. 


L. W. Elliott, ARIBA, AMICE 
WE REGRET to record the death, which took 
place recently in a road accident on the Gold 
Coast, of Mr. L. W. Elliott, ARIBA, 
AMICE, AMIStructE. He was aged 34. Mr. 
Elliott was born in Canning Town, and at 
the age of 11 gained a scholarship to the 
Russell Secondary School, where he won a 
scholarship in art. He left school at 16 to 
earn his living. He was almost entirely self- 
taught, and studying from text-books he 
passed his finals within a period of three 
years. : 
He worked for the London Electricity 
Board, the London County Council and the 
Finsbury Borough Council, and then moved 
to the Admiralty, working on installations 
for the invasion of Normandy. After this 
he went to the Ministry of Works, working 
on temporary housing schemes. 
In 1946 he worked in association with 
Denis Clarke Hall, mainly on the design 
and structure of schools, and in 1950 he 
started his own practice. A great dea! of 
his latest work was on commissions Wi! 
jones Cubitt, Scott and Partners in the Gold 
oast. 


J. E. Coxon, LRIBA 

THE DEATH took place in Worthing. 0” 
February 28, of Mr. James Edgar Coxon, 
LRIBA, aged 76, formerly of Ashtead. 
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ch eae iDEAL HOME EXHIBITION u 
thibition, Houses “ To Order” Again After + 
Ag Fourteen Years s 
the ed R EMINDERS that this is Coronation year 
the fore- are to be seen on all sides at the 
ion may Daily Mail deal Home Exhibition, which 
1g at any opened at Olympia, London, on Tuesday 
ho seems until March 28. They range from portraits 
it, gener- of the Queen and members of the Royal 
e nastier Family and reproductions of the Imperial 
obvious (rown to the huge draperies and decora- 
nd good ions of the Grand Hall itself, the focal 
ising his point of which is the Coronation Cavalcade, 
© against « life-like reproduction on a two-thirds scale 
in full form and colour of the heart of 
ortant in ihe Coronation procéssion, in which stands 
» able to the golden State Coach with its eight grey 
 surpris- horses and riders. Mr. James Gardner, OBE, 
it is put RDI, FSIA, was the consultant designer for 
r things. the Grand Hall decorations. 
it, uphill Another significant event which finds its 
and Jong echo at Olympia this year is to be found 
With the in the Village of Ideal Homes, where for 
. Council the first time for 14 years the public may 
support. book immediate orders for one of the model 
Following last year’s example, the model 
houses and shops, not forgetting the inn, ; 
have been grouped together to form the THE UNITY HOUSE 
centre of a model village, an idea that 
- Hurley aaa ‘sues Gada ee A newcomer to the range of Unity 
Acock’s : houses, Type 5205, which ts _ wey a 
designer The People’s House Olympia. The house measures 839 sq. Jt., 
Mus parts and has been designed so that not a square 
sr in The Ministry of Housing and Local Gov- inch of space ir coaied: The price is 
practice ernment are showing a two-bedroom and a approximately £1,275, including site 
‘ount in three-bedroom house and two-storey cottage works and drainage, a figure that Unity 
wilh ‘as flats, all of which reflect a year’s work on Structures, Ltd., claim has been achieved 
re Navy the People’s House theme. In addition to by greater organisation in proheetie 
a oes showing how materials may be saved this and not by sacrificing standards. 
a past- year’s models also show how to reduce costs point of special interest ts the —s = 
by savings on frontages and services, internal panel with secret fixing producing 
- eo “VY” joint on the exposed surface in 
—— The two-bedroom house has a dining- a sage 1 i Pe i 
- Bristol- kitchen. The three-bedroom house has a place pt The t Tie ask tre 
> Rialto, large living-room and the Staircase rises — fully iauaiened hardboard skin, 
and the from this room. The purpose is to permit sprayed with aluminium paint ready for 
gton, all of the whole house being warmed by the decorating 
d by the ground-floor heat, so that there will be warm ; 
Masonic bedrooms which the children can use as 
studies. There is a service counter between 
the kitchen and living room. Space and —_ 
water heating is provided by an independent 
lich took boiler. 
the Gold The flats are designed to be built in 
ARIBA, echelon, to give more light, and each would 
34. Mr. have its own garden. The ground-floor flat 
, and at has been furnished for a family with a boy 
» to the of 15. The upper flat is used for a display 
e won a of methods and materials for time-saving in 
at 16 to the internal finishing of homes. These 
‘ely self- include various wall linings, economical 
poks he plumbing and flooring, including the use of 
of three West African and other colonial hardwoods, 
E panels and chip-boarding. 
lectricity The Council of Industrial Design are 
and the responsible for furnishing and decorating 
n moved the Ministry’s houses. The designers and 
allations retail furnishers, respectively, are: Two-bed- 
fter this room house, Mrs. Joan Pattrick, Hunter and 
working Smallpage, Ltd., York; three-bedroom house. 
Mrs. Phoebe De Syllas, T. C. Dunning and 
on with Son, Ltd., Maidstone; family flat, Lady 
> design Casson, E. Mayes and Son, Ltd., South- 
1950 he impton. The houses were built for the 
dea! < Ministry by John Laing and Son, Ltd. 
ms wit 
he Gold Private Designs A gts ‘ty Mail Ideal 
Of the three houses to private design, two OLYMPIA VILLAGE, 1933. A model of the village for fi YeAr te "Honor Sulth, 
«re intended for the private purchaser and eee ee pogo ee ia yl per will consist of 14 shops, an inn and six 
*.¢ U2 empor , - 1 
"Onion °F just unde 000 sqft the one, on han eta coer markt end ca SUT wary ft al 
xor, ¥ ind? 7e . ae . ee: ’ ’ < 
a. cccount of its relatively ‘small size, which cluded : a twe-Dedrtts Sr ond. material-saving principles of the People’s House 


equires no licence and for which orders may 
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be booked on the spot. It has a frontage 
of brick and plain tiling, has three bedrooms 
and costs about £2,200. 


The Unity House (here illustrated) has 
been designed for economy, and is intended 
primarily for local authorities. It extends 
prefabrication to the lining to the external 
walls. 


The Berg house is of 1,455 sq. ft. and can 
therefore be built only ‘by the private pur- 
chaser who has acquired a building licence. 
It has three or four bedrooms and an unusual 
fireplace in the living-room, but special 
attention has been paid to the kitchen, which 
is fitted with every type of labour-saving 
equipment. It costs £3,350. It has been 
designed in conjunction with Mr. W. M. 
Carter, ARIBA. 

Mr. Trevor Smith. LRIBA, was _ the 
co-ordinating architect to the model village. 


Fittings and Appliances 

In their display the British Rubber Devel- 
opment Board (Stand No. 117, National 
Hall) have endeavoured to include little- 
known uses of rubber and at the same time, 
by practical demonstrations, to educate the 
public in the advantages to be derived from 
this versatile product. The stand’ is in seven 
sections, Garden, Bathroom, Kitchen, Latex 
Adhesives, Latex Foam, Footwear and In- 
formation, where appropriate rubber articles 
are on view, including foam-backed carpet, 
carpet underlays and stair treads of sponge 
and latex foam, sponge backed flooring, 
clothes pegs, bucket silencers, shower sprays, 
mats for baths, sinks, draining boards, etc. 


The Gas Council has chosen the theme 
of “ All the Year Round with Mr. Therm,” 
which illustrates the service which can be 
obtained during every season of the year in 
a home equipped with modern gas appliances. 


The New World “Eighty Four” gas 
cooker is one of the principal exhibits on 
the Radiation Stand (No. 64, Grand Hall). 
This is an entirely new model which breaks 
away from the cabinet form in order to give 
greater scope for functional design. A glass 
demonstration unit will be displayed in the 
water heater section, showing the flow of hot 
water from the Cireulyn circulator into the 
storage cylinder and the operation of the 
economy valve. The cold water will be 
chemically treated so that it is blue in colour 
and when hot it will be colourless. 


Thomas De La Rue and Co., Ltd. (Stand 
No. 131, National Hall), have adopted for 
their theme the use of Formica laminated 
plastic in the modern, labour-saving kitchen. 
Pride of place is given to a full-size kitchen 
built to the winning entry in their recent 
Coronation Kitchen competition, in which 
over 200 designs of kitchens suitable for a 
small house en an average housing estate 
were submitted. In addition, a kitchen 
making extensive use of Formica surfaces 
is shown. Another feature of the stand 
is the display devoted to the new Formica 
cut panel scheme, under which ironmongers 
and stores are selling handy-sized cut panels 
for fitting to existing table tops. . 


British National Electrics, Ltd. (Stand No. 
67, Grand Hall), the domestic appliance 
section of Johnson and Phillips, Ltd., are 
exhibiting a display of electric cookers and 
water - heating appliances. Prominently 
featured is BNE’s moderately priced cooker, 
the C.49. Also to be displayed will be the 
recently introduced low-priced cooker, the 
C.51, which is particularly recommended for 
supply undertakings and housing authorities. 
Water heating appliances and space heating 
units will also be on view. 
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THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
Mr. Howard Robertson. on Weaknesses of Present Tendering System 


(THE auctioning of jobs on the present 

tendering system just does not work, 
so Mr. Howard Robertson, ARA, PRIBA, 
told the Institute of Builders at their first 
post-war annual dinner, held in Grocers’ 
Hall, EC, on Friday last. The President of 
the Institute (Mr. Harold H. Ridge) was in 
the chair. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, who was proposing the 
toast of the Institute of Builders, said it had 
sometimes been suggested that there was a 
barrier between the architect and the builder. 
He knew of none, except perhaps that the 
builder had a different kind of motor-car! 
It was, in fact, general knowledge that the 
architects had great confidence in the 
Institute of Builders, for they knew that 
the future of the building industry was 
bound up with the managerial province, and 
there the Institute was doing great work. 
Architects could help in a small way by 
being, perhaps, a little more affable on the 
job, by meeting the apprentices and talking 
to the men; in the past they had sometimes 
been a little shy. “In the institutes for 
building education, in the technical colleges 
and the schools of architecture. I should 
like to see an exchange of lectureships so that 
the architectural students could gain some- 
thing from those learning to build, and vice 
versa,”. said Mr. Robertson. 

Architects, quantity surveyors and builders 
had a special task ahead of them, he con- 
tinued, and that was to reduce the cost and 
improve the efficiency of building. He hoped 
that fhe forthcoming inquiry would produce 
some results in that direction. Methods of 
tendering were the real problem, and until 
the industry got together on this we should 
get nowhere. “ This auctioning of jobs just 
does not work,” declared Mr. Robertson, 
“and I do have some hopes of achieving 
something during the inquiry which may 
improve the present situation.” 


Reunion Between Architecture and Building 


In his response, the PRESIDENT said that 
some degree of reunion between the art of 
architecture and the practice of building 
might be overdue. It came naturally between 
qualified men. ‘“ Much has been said as to 
the proper regard for function and of the 
respective provinces of the architect, the 
chartered surveyor and the builder,” said the 
speaker, “and I suggest that from that firm 
ground and with a due sense of responsibility 
there can be settled the educational problems 
which so closely concern the Royal Institute, 
the -RICS, our own Institute, and the 
efficiency of the industry.” Builders tended 
sometimes to be interested in the financial 
results of their jobs, but many were also 
interested in good building, in developing 
and encouraging a proper system of build- 
ing education, in apprenticeship and in good 
building practice. On those things depended 
the future welfare of the practical side of 
the industry. 

The President continued: “ We know that 
building contract procedure is under review. 
While much good work has been done by 
Commissions and Committees in this con- 
nection during recent years, it may be an 
understatement to say that there has been 
tardiness in implementing their recommenda- 
tions. There has been general agreement that 
healthy competition is accepted as a principle 
of tendering and there are good reasons for 
this. But I have thought that a builder with 


good ideals and standards sometimes finds 
himself somewhat handicapped by being 
controlled by a competitive price, and | 
sometimes ponder whether there may not in 
some cases be something to be advanced in 
favour of appointing the builder at the same 
time as the architect, and whether co-opera- 
tion between them at that stage might not 
have advantages for all concerned.” 

Referring to the rebuilding of the City of 
London, the President said that we all! 
looked for a beautiful City worthy of its 
past and of its future, and builders looked 
with confidence to architects to give them all 
the opportunity they could for the expres- 
sion of building’s great tradition in crafts- 
manship. “Ours is a practical industry for 
sturdy men,” he added. “The great build- 
ings erected in the past and to-day bear 
witness to a rare capacity in management to 
evolve with the times. I would venture to 
suggest that what building needs is more 
freedom from management without and 
more freedom to manage within the scope 
of our own responsibility.” 

In conclusion, Mr. Ridge paid a tribute to 
Mr. R. L. Roberts, CBE, “the evergreen 
doyen of building education, a great friend 
of the industry, and a great past-president of 
the Institute.” 


Price and the Building Owner 


The heaith of The Guests was proposed 
by Mr. H. S. Oppie, who said that the 
Institute, in this Coronation year, had 
dedicated itself anew to that field of 
endeavour which was its deepest concern. 

In his response, Sir Puitie Morris, CBE. 
MA, said that, as the Vice-Chancellor of 
a University [Bristol], which was erecting 
one of the largest buildings now under 
construction in the country, he would speak 
for a person who had received little men- 
tion that evening—the building owner. The 
building owner seldom had a car to use; he 
came to the site on his feet. No quantity 
surveyor knew his name; no architect knew 
him when he arrived. Yet he was an im- 
portant part of the building industry, just 
how important no one eould say. In build- 
ing, we were entering a new and transitory 
stage. A short 50 years ago Oscar Wilde 
had said that the mark of a cynic was that 
he knew the price of everything and the 
value of nothing. To-day, it was true we 
paid more attention to price, and the build- 
ing owner wanted most urgently to know 
how much he must pay for what he expected 
to get. “The building industry to-day is in 
a situation whence (said Sir Philip) it can 
emerge only if the qualities of great leader- 
ship, courage and enterprise are forth 
coming.” 

Those present included: Sir Gerald Kelly, PRA, Lord 
Kilmaine, Mr. Justice Hallett, Ald. C. L. Ackroyd 
(Master of the Carpenters’ Company), Mr. G. H. Mans- 
field (Master of the Tylers and Bricklayers’ Company) 
the Dean of Rochester, Mr. Henry Brooke, MP, M: 
Wilfred Horsfall (Pres., NFBTE), Prof. H. O. Corfiato 
Messrs. B. C. Aldous, J. H. Barns, R. R. O. Barwick 
C. W. Boddy, H. Braddock, R. A. Carmichael, F. A 
Collis, R. R. Costain, G. A. Dean, A. N. Dove, W. W- 
Dove, C. T. Every, H. J. Falkus, B. J. Garrett, A. E. Geens. 
E. B. Glanfield, G. G. Holliday, L. J. Holloway, G. H. A 
Hughes, W. K. Laing, W. H. Lee, H. J. Whitfield Lewis 
Hubert Lidbetter, M. W. Matts, O. P. Milne, Godfre» 
Neal, E. Harold Palmer, D. C. C. Roberts, R. L. Roberts 
J. H. Roof, A. Roome, Frank Russon, T. E. Scott, H. H 
Shears, Philip Smallwood, Sydney Tatchell, A. J. Tavene’, 
H. J. Venning, L. A. Walden, C. H. Waldram, G. D. 
Walford, F. Leslie Wallis, G. F. Whitby, N. F. Woodroffe, 
and Lt.-Col, I. L. Roney-Dougal (acting-Secretary). 
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THE BUILDER 


A NATIONAL WAGE INCENTIVE SCHEME 


Proposals for Reducing the Cost of Building 
' By R. H. JAMES 


AUT. HOR’S NOTE: The purpose of this article is to raise questions rather than to 
define answers, and to provoke thought along lines which, though a little off the beaten 
track, run parallel to those already found helpful in solving the problems of stabilising 


building costs by increased production. 


The basic idea put forward, to link wages to production on a nationally agreed basis 
could not be more topical. Never has there been more agreement on the need to derive 
the greatest benefit over the widest field possible from the operation of incentive schemes. 
Already this year two official reports have stressed this need. The Annual Report of the 
Employers’ Federation is forthright in its commendation of the maximum application of 
incentive schemes, and the Report of the Bailey Committee makes an urgent recommenda- 
tion for a National Incentive Scheme for housing work. All this against a background 
in which the men, whose claim for a rise in their wage rates was recently turned down 
now ballot for arbitration or strike action, but whose leaders clearly realise that it is in the 
men’s interests that increased earnings should not cause further inflation. It must be 
realised by all that, had it been possible fully to implement the terms of the 1947 Agree- 
ment, which aimed to increase the men’s earnings, through incentive schemes, by 20 per cent., 
the present situation could hardly have arisen. In these circumstances any measures, 
however unorthodox, tending towards the solution of the main problem ave worthy of 


active consideration. 


HE terms of the 1947 settlement for the 
building industry have never been fully 
implemented because the implication of the 
settlement was that the men’s remuneration 
would be increased partly by an addition to 
the plain-time rates and partly by the 
opportunity to increase their earnings further 
by the operation of incentive schemes based 
on increased production. A national survey 
showed that even in 1951 fewer than half 
the men in the building industry were 
covered by incentive schemes which would 
give them an opportunity of supplementing 
their earnings by this means; since then there 
have been no indications of a substantial 
improvement in the position. 


It would be unrealistic, however, to expect 
the normal types of incentive schemes, 
operated on a voluntary basis, to cover any- 
thing like all the men engaged in the building 
industry. Men not at present covered by 
incentive schemes fall under the following 
categories:— 


(a) Those in firms employing a small 
number of men. Apart from the fact that 
the contractor’s organisation is often in- 
capable of operating such schemes it must 
be conceded that the close supervision 
possible and the present inducements, such 
as continuity of employment and proxi- 
mity to the worker’s home, might preclude 
any measurable improvement in output 
as a result of the operation of incentive 
schemes of the normal type. 


(b) Men engaged on work of a character 
unsuited to the operation of the normal 
type of incentive scheme, based on a 
regular measure of output and the alloca- 
tion of the men’s time thereto. 


(c) Men engaged on work suitable for 
the operation of an incentive scheme of 
the type envisaged by the national settle- 
ment, but employed by contractors un- 
willing or unable to put incentive schemes 
into operation. This category must form 
a large proportion of the operatives. 


Any extension of the operation of incentive 
schemes of the normal type would, in the 
main, be confined to those men in category 
(c) whose employers were in fact willing and 
capable of evolving schemes or whose staff 
could be trained to do so. This might in- 
volve a long-term policy of education. 


_ However, the true position at the present 
time is to some extent concealed by the fact 
that in those districts where labour is short, 
contractors frequently pay substantial addi- 
tions to the plain-time rates as an inducement 
to the men to join their particular firms. 
From a recent sample survey it was estimated 
that half the housing contractors paid such 
rates, which appear to average about 2d. per 
hour. These payments are not, however, 
related to output, and, apart from the fact 
that this practice is contrary to the terms 
of the 1947 settlement, can only lead to in- 
creased building costs. 


Less Favoured Workers 


Some sections of the workers are, however, 
less favoured. Local authorities and other 
organisations subject to Government 
auditors’ scrutiny find it difficult to pay above 
the national wage rates. Although some 
have done so, a recent agreement provides 
for the absorption of any such plus rates in 
future wage increases. 

Another, perhaps larger, body of men who 
have been prevented from fully benefiting 
by the provisions of the 1947 settlement are 
those men employed by private contractors 
in districts where labour is either adequate 
or abundant, and who neither pay incentives 
nor plus rates. 

The revised agreement of January, 1951, 
aimed to improve the position and provides 
the operatives with the opportunity of 
demanding incentive schemes through 
regional joint incentives panels set up to deal 
with such cases, but there is little evidence 
that these measures are as yet effective in 
extending the operation of incentive schemes. 

A substantial proportion of building 
workers is therefore faced with the fact that, 
unless means can be found for improving 
their earnings either through incentive 
schemes or by compensatory plus rates, they 
will remain at a disadvantage in comparison 
with their fellow building workers. 

The operatives have recently put forward 
a claim for an addition to their wage rates 
of 6d. an hour, which has been rejected by 
the employers. The present position is that 
the operatives are to hold a ballot to decide 
whether to go to arbitration, or, alternatively, 
to call for strike action. The time is there- 
fore ripe to consider whether a fresh attempt 






can be made to link wage increases with in- 
creased production. 

It is said that in America the trade unions 
guarantee a minimum output without bonus 
incentives, but it will be remembered that 


given from time to time by our own building 
industry; how the direct results of such 
general assurances can be assessed is 
problematical. What might be much more 
effective would be to form a direct link 
between an increase in the wage rates with 
a comparable increase in output. Moreover, 
any claim for increases in the wage rates is 
bound to be vitiated by the fact that a sub- 
stantial proportion of the men are already 
receiving earnings substantially higher than 
the basic wage rates, either through incentive 
schemes, or plus rates. A scheme which 
would have the effect of evening out the 
earnings of the workers and at the same 
time avoiding an increase in building costs 
would appear to be a solution to the 
problem. 


General Proposals 

The general object being to link a wage 
increase with output, the first step would be 
to agree on a basis whereby any increase 
in output could be measured. One method 
of achieving this would be to agree on a 
national or regional basis the level of output 
per man-hour on all operations normally 
carried out in building and maintenance 
work. This level might either be that 
obtaining at the present time or the level 
which it was hoped to achieve under an in- 
centive scheme, ¢.g., pre-war level of output. 

Many attempts have been made to arrive 
at the latter basis, but for one reason or 
another agreement on this level as a national 
yardstick has never been achieved. 

It should, however, be far easier to agree 
on the present average levels of output, and 
there must be an immense amount of inform- 
ation in the hands of contractors which 
could at least form a basis for negotiation. 
Even ‘so, without some independent authori- 
tative advice on the subject it is doubtful 
whether agreement could be reached. 

In Holland, the building industry has 
recently agreed on output targets to form the 
basis of a national incentive scheme. The 
Government, the employers and operatives 
federations spent a great deal of time and 
money on research into labour costs of the 
main operations in the building industry. In 
some cases this research was carried out by 
the federations and Government departments. 
in others, large firms of industrial con- 
sultants undertook extensive time and motion 
studies. The Government, the employers 
and operatives’ federations then put forward 
their proposals for output rates and finally 
agreed on a national incentive scheme in- 
corporating agreed target rates. 

The operation of the scheme was not. 
however, compulsory. It was merely put 
forward as a recommendation to builders 
to be used in the event of their being unable 
to produce their own incentive schemes of 
a type acceptable to the Government. (In 
Holland it is illegal to pay more than the 
nationally agreed wage rates unless the addi- 
tional pay is based on increased output.) 

While this approach appears to have been 
successful and might be desirable in = 

ountry, the time-lag between any agreemen 

ne cidetalie such research and the final 
aceeptance of the results by the industry 
would be far too long to be of assistance 
at the present juncture. 

aa the will, however, it should be 
possible for the employers and operatives to 
agree on some basic levels of output which, 
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as in Holland, could be recommended or 
even made compulsory under the working 
rules in the absence of an agreed basis 
between individual employers and their 
operatives. 


The next step would be to decide on the 
method of applying these rates. 


Costs and Incentive Schemes 


There are many objections to applying set 
principles on a national basis, particularly 
if these are to apply to a national standard 
of basic output. The main objection is that, 
as was found under the war-time payment- 
by-results scheme, and in the Swedish 
national incentive scheme, labour costs tend 
to be governed by the bonus rates, and the 
possibility of reducing costs by good organi- 
sation is, to a large extent, denied to the 
contractor, and hence to the nation. What 
is needed is a scheme which, while providing 
reasonably consistent incentive to the opera- 
tives, is at the same time sufficiently elastic 
to allow full scope for a réduction in build- 
ing costs. 

An answer would appear to be the pay- 
ment of a fixed bonus for each unit of work 
completed, small enough to obviate wide 
variations in earnings, but at the same time 
sufficiently large to act as a direct incentive. 
In other words, the men would be paid piece 
work in addition to their wages. 

Such a scheme* has recently been very 
successfully operated for maintenance work, 
the principles being as follows:— 

(a) Target man-hours (based on records 
of past output) are agreed for each 
unit of work. 

(b) For each target (or basic) hour a 
fixed (or basic) bonus of 3d. is pay- 
able at the completion of the task 
irrespective of how long it takes. As 
an example, if the basic man-hours 
for a unit of work are four hours, then 
the basic bonus is four times 3d.—Is. 
Periodically (say weekly) the number 
of units of work completed is 
measured up and the bonus for this 
work is paid te the men responsible. 
The incentive is for the men to com- 
plete as many jobs in a week as 
Possible; e.g., if a man, engaged on 
work for which the target man-hours 
are four hours per unit, giving a basic 
bonus of Is. per unit, completes 11 
units in a 44-hour week, he will 
receive as bonus 11s. during 44 hours, 
or an average of 3d. per hour. If, 
however, he can complete 15 units 
of work in the week his bonus will 
be 15s. earned during 44 hours or 
an average of 4d. per working hour. 

Conversely, if he only completes 
seven units during the 44-hour week. 
his bonus will be 7s. earned during 
44 hours, or an average of 2d. per 
hour. 


(c) A further stage in this type of scheme 
is to treat the fixed basic bonus as 
4 payment on account of the group 
earnings under a more orthodox 
system, under which the men are paid 
a share of any saving on the target 
hours calculated on the group output 
for a month. A combination of the 
basic unit bonus and the group bonus 
scheme thus provides a double 
incentive, which has been proved to 
have a high incentive value. 


It is suggested that a bonus rate per target 





*The principles of this schefhe were fully 
described in an article by the writer on “ Bonusing 
Maintenance Werk ” in The Builder of July 25, 1952. 
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hour should be agreed nationally, applic- 
able, under the working rules, to all work 
covered by the nationally agreed schedules 
of operations. The actual target hours for 
each of these operations would be those 
agreed regionally or by individual contrac- 
tors and their operatives, or, failing this, to 
nationally agreed targets. (A typical schedule 
is shown in Appendix A to this article. 
Appendix B sets out some simplified 
schedules suitable for house building.) The 
amount of this hourly bonus rate, which 
might be known as the basic unit bonus, 
would be based on a national award of an 
increase in the hourly wage rate, but pay- 
able only on measured units of work. 

At the end of each week, or month, 
employers (under the working rules) would 
measure up the work completed and pay 
out to the men responsible the appropriate 
bonus rates. This would mean that the con- 
tractor would not have to allocate the men’s 
time to the work in any way. The bonus 
would be distributed either to all the men 
on the site or within each trade or section 
of work. 

If an incentive scheme of the orthodox 
type, under which bonus is calculated on a 
share of the saving achieved on the target 
hours, was already being operated, the basic 
bonus rates would be automatically absorbed 
within the existing scheme. 


Efficacy Proved 


It will be appreciated that the basic bonus 
rates on their own provide a limited range 
of earnings and hence limit the efficacy of 
the incentive. Nevertheless, the principle 
has been proved to be highly effective and 
it seems likely that there would soon be a 
desire both on the part of the employers 
and their operatives to extend the simple 
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basic bonus to a more comprehensive scheme 
yielding a higher reward for increased 
output. 


Where men were engaged on work not 
covered by the national schedules of opera- 
tions one of two things could happen:— 


(a) The contractor could agree on addi- 
tional targets or adjustments to the 
existing ones, and thus extend the 
scope of the scheme. The employ- 
ment of the basic bonus is particu- 
larly suitable where new and possibly 
inaccurate targets are employed, 
because by their nature they preclude 
excessively large or small bonuses. 


(b) In those cases where men were 
engaged on work for which no target 
could be agreed, they could be paid 
the agreed bonus rate per working 
hour. This would mean, of course, 
that they would be precluded from 
any opportunity of earning more. 

If the employment of such fixed unit 

bonuses were accepted in the place of a 
fixed increase per working hour, there would 
remain, of course, the possibility that if their 
employment failed to increase output there 
would be an increase in labour costs as 
with a straight increase in the time rates. 
Any increase in output, however, would 
effect substantial savings. If, as an example, 
the basic unit bonus was agreed at 3d. per 
target hour, an increase in output of about 
7 per cent. would pay for itself. An increase 
of 15 per cent. would effect a saving of 
nearly 5 per cent. in the labour costs. 

The general economic effects of such a 

scheme would be difficult to estimate because 
such an estimate would necessarily need to 
take account of the proportion of men 
engaged on various classes of work, their 





APPENDIX A. 


PROPOSED WAGE INCENTIVE SCHEME 
Typical schedule of Bonus rates payable at completion of each task or section of work based on agreed basic man- 
hours (e.g., present level of output) at 6d. per basic hour for craftsmen and labourers. 
BRICKLAYER 


1. The following bonus rates include for all normal labours such as rough and fair cutting, chases. oversailings, 
corbels, rough arches, tile creasing, beam filling, plumbing angles and closing cavities, cutting and pinning of eg 
joists, lintols, airbricks, etc., forming openings, reveals, etc., and pointing flashings and aprons, bedding plates am 


wood frames, and parging and coring flues. 


2. In cases where these labours are excessive suitable adjustment is to be made to the bonus rates. 
3. Scaffolding and unloading to be dealt with separately. er 
4. Basic output rates—The bonus rates include for the attendant labourer’s time and assume one brickiayer's 


labourer to every two bricklayers. 


—_— 





Item 
No. Description of Work. 





i Reduced brickwork in cement mortar left rough... 

2 9-in. brickwork 80. .«. be 

3 44-in. brickwork ae ion iad 

4 ll-in. cavity brickwork do. ... on ‘im 

5 Add to items 1 to 4 for facings pointed one side 
asthe work proceeds... aes 


6 Do. if pointed as a separate operation 
7 2-in. hollow tile or concrete block ... moe 
8 24-in. do. vet ie 
9 3-in. do. 
10 4-in. es gee 
il (a) Two-course slate D.P.C. 


(b) Do. but to 44-in. sills 
12 Bituminous felt D.P.C.  . 

13 Quarry tile sills she 

14 Two-course roofing tile do. ... rit ee 
15 Set and flaunch chimney-pots; including 
weathering to stack aa er aa AS 
16 Rough cement rendering to chimney breasts 


17 Fix windows not exceeding 5 ft. sup. ... OY 
18 Do. exceeding 5 ft., but not exceeding 

10 ft. sup. va is mn Am wae 
19 - Do. do. 10 ft., but not exceeding 20 ft. sup. 
20 Do. exceeding 20 ft. rn ee eee 
21 Do. composite bay window, not exceeding 

60 ft. super. ae ae 





22 | Fixslabbed fireplace including hearth 





Basic Unit Bonus 

Basic Unit (at 6d, per basic how) 
2 hours per 100 bricks 1s. Od. per 100 bricks. 
2 hours per 100 bricks | 1s. Od. per 100 bricks. 
2 hours 40 min. per 100 bricks| 1s. 4d. per 100 bricks 
2 hours 50 min. per 100 bricks} 1s. Sd. per 100 bricks. 
3 hours per 100 ft. sup. Is. 6d. per 100 ft. sup- 
5 hours per 100 ft. sup. 2s. 6d. per 100 ft. suP- 
50 min. per yd. sup. 5d. per yd. sup 
$5 min. per yd. sup. 54d. per yd. sup 
1 hour per yd. sup. 6d. per yd. sup 

.--| 1 hour per yd. sup. 6d. per yd. sup. 

..| 10 hours per 100 ft. sup. Ss. per 100 ft. sur. 
5 hours per 100 ft. lin. 2s. 6d. per 100 ft. poe 
2 hours per 100 ft. sup. ...| 1s. Od, per ong base: 
2 hours per 10 ft. lin. wee] Is. Od. per 10 ft. 

3 hours 30 min. per 10 ft.lin, | 1s. 94. per 10 ft. 0 
30 min. each nied .--| 3d. each. _— 
3 hours 30 min, per 10 yd. sup.| 1s. 9d. per 10 yd. SYP 
30 min. each Sie ...| 3d. each. 

35 min. each 34d. each. 

50 min. each 5d. each. 

1 hour each ... 6d. each. 
2hourseach ... 1s. Od. each. 

5 hours each 2s. 6d. each. r 








Bonus to be based on the work completed each week and shared among the men responsible. 


an in on Dee 
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present rate of earnings, including bonuses 
and plus rates, etc., and, of course, upon 
the actual amount of the basic bonus rate 
agreed In the attached appendices this has 
been assumed to be 6d. per basic hour. 
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The potential bonus earnings and savings 
to individual contractors have, however, been 
calculated for various bonus rates. These 
show that under the type of scheme proposed 
moderate increases in output would more 


than pay for the 


earnings; ¢x 


than many more complicated s 


increase in the 





operative a” 


se 





Typical Schedule of Bonus rates payable at completion of 


APPENDIX B. 
PROPOSED WAGE INCENTIVE SCHEME 


each task or section of work. Rates based on agreed Basic Man Hours at 6d. per hour for craftsmen and labourers. 





Basic Bonus for A pair of Houses 





Area Area 









































Area i Area i Area ; Area Area 
| of one house | of one house of one house | of one house of one house | of one house of one house 
i 700 sq. ft. 750 sq. ft. | 800 sq. ft. 862 sq. ft. 900 sq.ft. | 950 sq. ft. 1,000 sq. fi. 

Fixed Items. 43.4 € 3. 4 £s.d j £s.d4 £ 

. 4. oe . 4. . d. s. d. £s.¢ és 4. 
1. Brickwork DPC to ground floor sill x 39 6 | 456 | ee 418 0 | $24 $80 5 3 6 
2 do. Ground floor sill to first floor | ae PS 8146 | 9 6 0 10 0 6 09 6 | ii 1 6 11 12 6 
3 do. First floor to first floor sill al 317 6 | 430 48 6 415 6 419 6 a ee si 0 
4 do First floor sill to roof plate eR ae eae $11 0 518 6 67 6 613 0 7 0 6 7 8 0 
5 do. Above plate xt $n @ |} £0 6 410 47 6 411 6 416 6 $5 
Total Brickwork 24 14 6 26 10 0 28 $ 0 ® 9 0 ie 31 16 ag 33 11 O 35 6 6 
6. Concreting above damp course level 28 6 | 212 0 215 6 >. e: 2.6 3 6 0 } S&-~@ 
7 Pavior rae ae ‘fas 10 6 i 11 6 i2 0 13 0 13 6 i 14 6 is 0 
8. Roof tiler | 116 6 119 0 Ye oh s Sar 2790 i 29 6 212 0 
9. Carpenter et ey ee ee soe ae 618 6 1% 6 716 6 |} 8 's'@ 813 6 
10. Joiner } 618 0 | 7 8 0 718 0 810 0 817 6 o+F:~@ 917 0 
11. Plasterer | c ees ee 712 0 8 20 8 14 6 ee 912 6 10 2 6 
12. Plumber 319 6 4° 5.4 411 0 418 0 $2: § 5 8 0 $13 6 
13. Glazier 11 0 tl 6 i2 6 13 6 14 0 is 0 iS 6 
14. Painter | 5 13 6 | 6 1 6 69 6 619 6 y ie. yay 713 6 8 2 0 
All work above DPC | $915 0 64 1 °0 68 6 0 7312 0 76 16 6 8176 | 8 70 

Variable Items. ee Paes Sse ate : ee 
15. All work up to DPC: Excavation a: 6: i 42s 48 0 415 0 419 0 » ee Be 510 0 
16. Concrete eae | t 2:6 140 160 ) aay Se ee 110 0 
7 Brickwork 22:84 2 2:8 28 6 212 6 ye ee 218 0 +t: @ 
18. Unloading materials 116.6 | 119 0 a3 <4 2:3°0 ee ee 212 0 
19. Scaffolding 2 465.1 28 0 211 90 215 0 217 6 |} 3 0 6 340 
Totals Variable Items Mite 2) oe tS 1213 @ 13 13 6 14 5 6 a iS 17 0 

External Works. | Kee 
20. Drainage eh gt SRO 2 Ss 219 6 340 3 6 6 310 0 314 0 
21. Paths, walls, fence | 418 0 | oe ee §13 0 | Sp 6 6 6 13 6 7 <£&.@ 
22. Water main | ee Se Se 1 4 6 ek ea 1 8 6 Be pe wee 11 0 112 6 
Total External Works ... a 813 0 | 9 5 6 919 0 10 14 6 2° 1114 6 12 7 6 
Total one pair of Houses P96}: #0 918 0 | 9 0 0 | 102 9 6 107 18 0 113 11 6 

| } ‘4 { jonas 

Total Bonus for one House | 39 14 9 4212 90 aa. 9 6 1 mw 6 Oi MH: eS i $319 0 $615 9 





BOOK 


GREEN THOUGHTS. By Sir Stephen Tallents. 
(London: Faber and Faber, Ltd.) Price 
15s, net. 

MANY READERS of The Sunday Times must 
often have hoped that some day the 
numerous contributions of Sir Stephen 
Tallents to those columns would be available 
in permanent form. That wish is granted in 
this book. Few of the 49 essays here reprinted 
run to more than 1,000 words, and 
one gathers that it is more by necessity than 
inclination that Sir Stephen writes with such 
brevity. Nevertheless, each has a remarkable 
effect of rounded completeness. All are of 
country interest and arranged to accord 
with the changing seasons. The reader 
does not, however, need to take them 
chronologically to get their ful] flavour; he 
can dip anywhere in this book and be sure 
of entertainment or instruction, or both, 
lightly conveyed in sensitive English, on a 
variety of essentially rural topics—the 
making of wood fires, the catching of moles, 
the felling of trees, the uses of nettles, the 
growing of walnuts, or the right use of a 
scythe. Sir Stephen, one feels, would make 


the ideal castaway on a desert island, adept 
at building shelter and expert on 
edibility of the local flora and fauna, 


the 


Love of the countryside, of its life and 
beauty and the traditional skills of its people, 
run like a thread through these essays. The 
concluding one on “ The Art of the Scythe” 
will probably rank with Mr. Belloc’s on the 
same theme, which, indeed, it excels in 
technical detail. And behind all the essays 
one senses the brooding presence of the 
author’s ancient house, St. John’s Jerusalem, 
Sutton-at-Hone, Kent, in which most of the 
essays were written and with whose 
surroundings most are concerned. Of the 
house itself Sir Stephen, rather tantalisingly, 
writes only enough to whet the appetite for 
more. This is a wholly delightful book. A 
word of praise must be given to Mr. Brian 
Allderidge’s vignette-like pen - and - ink 
sketches, which are at once decorative and 
evocative. 

’ G. J. H. 


TIMBER IN BUILDING 


Government's Policy Criticised 

wrt he described as the Government's 

policy of “feather-bedding” the 
aluminium and other industries to the detri- 
ment of timber was vigorously attacked by 
Mr. Punimw O. Reece, Director of the 
Timber Development Association, in London 
on February 26. Mr. Reece, who was speak- 








ing at the annual luncheon of the English 
Timber Merchants’ Association, referred to 
the battle the TDA were fighting to abolish 


consumer licensing of softwood. 


“ The difficulty of our task,” he said, “ can 
best be judged by the most recent instruction 


Mr. 


Harold Macmillan has given 


local 


authorities in their licensing of houses.” 
He quoted from the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government's circular issued in 
December:—‘ The use of more expensive 
substitutes, finishes and fittings than those — 
generally used in the local authority’s houses 


is 


an advantage, 


and should not 


be 


discouraged or questioned in the assessment 
of total cost.” 

“That is what we are up against,” Mr. 
“The present gstrictions 
on the use of softwood are not bringing the 
slightest benefit to the country’s economy 
and they are doing little more than bolster- 
ing, or shall I say ‘feather-bedding.” the 
aluminium and the other industries that have 
for 13 years had a wonderful opportunity © 
to capture timber’s legitimate markets.” 

He said that unless effective action was ' 
taken now, the timber trade might have no | 
future at all as all its markets would have 
been taken up by the manufacturers of 
alternative substitute materials. 


Reece explained. 











IN PARLIAMENT 


The Blitzed Cities 


ON March 2, on the report of the Civil 
Vote on Account, the problems of the 
blitzed towns were discussed. 

Mr. Mor ey said that there was general 
dissatisfaction throughout both with the 
global sum and the way in which it was 
allocated. Southampton had the men and 
the materials ready and could easily have 
got on with 13 projects instead of the six 
to which they were restricted. The loss of 
rateable values in blitzed towns had been 
considerable; in Southampton the rateable 
value was 94.7 that of the pre-blitz figure; 
Portsmouth 96.07, Liverpool 96.58, Plymouth 
95.12 and West Ham 78.62, and the grants 
given in respect of this loss had now been 
stopped. The blitzed towns were the orphans 
of the storm, and it was a matter of national 
honour that they should be liberally treated. 

Sir HAROLD WEBBE put forward the claims 
of the City of London. He said that of this 
most valuable square mile in the whole world 
now, eight years after the end of the war, 
well over a quarter—1,200 to 1,300 acres— 
was still completely derelict, occupied by 
nothing but heaps of weed-grown rubble, car 
parks and the like. Something like £12m. 
worth of substantially new building had 
been done, practically the whole of that was 
occupied by civil servants living and working 
in-conditions far better than any of the com- 
mercial companies. 

With regard to the proposed grant of 
£10,000,000 worth of licences for the rebuild- 
ing of central London, he said he could not 
find language to express an opinion on the 
utter inadequacy of such a suggestion. He 
welcomed it as a gesture. At least it gave 
an opportunity for beginning, but already the 
City Corporation had granted consents under 
planning powers to projects which amounted 
to over £60,000,000 so that £10,000,000, even 
if the whole of it was to go to the City, 
which apparently it would not, would only 
be a pretty poor beginning. It was not even 
true that the share which was coming to the 
City of London was intended to meet the 
real needs of that great City. It was com- 
mon knowledge that a big part was ear- 
marked for development by the Bank of 
England. There was at present a pretty 
substantial supply of structural stee], stone 
and concrete. There was labour for build- 
ing of this kind without intruding on 
domestic house-building. The Minister 
should adopt the same policy he had adopted 
with such success towards house-building. 

Mr. Astor (Plymouth), Miss Burton 
(Coventry), Sim JoscetyN Lucas (Ports- 
mouth) and Mr. DupLey WiiuiaMs (Exeter) 
also spoke. : 

Mr. Datton hoped that the Minister 
would be able to say that the diminution of 
the steel problem would enable him to make 
the larger total provisions for the rebuilding 
of the blitzed cities. 

Mr. MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and 
Local ,Government, after expressing 
sympathy with the blitzed cities, argued that 
the allocation of money was one thing, but 
the spending of it was another. The making 
of a scheme was the first process, but the 
carrying out of it was what mattered. He 


was much more interested in work done. 


than the money allocated in any particular 
year, or to any particular authority. In 1950 
£4,500,000 had been allocated but only 
£2,300,000 worth of work had been done. In 
1951 £4.8m. had been allocated, but only 
£3.5m. had been done. For 1952. he could 
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not tell what the allocation had been, but he 
could say that £4.6m. worth had been done, 
which was twice as much as two years 
previously. It could not be said that the 
work had been done at the expense of the 
housing programme. Figures for the blitzed 
towns were: 1949, 14,500 houses; 1950, 
17,500; 1951, 20,200; and 1952, 24,500. 

One should never allow oneself to be tied 
down by an economic plan, so operated as 
to take all the spirit and elasticity out of 
the system. At the same time one could not 
go back to the laissez-faire system. They 
had to strike a balance and that was what 
the Government were trying to do. The 
£4,500,000 he had mentioned must be a pro- 
gramme, an aim. He was prepared to do his 
best for the blitzed cities, and to be judged 
by the results. 


London Builders’ Conference 

On March 3 Mr. Percy WELLS asked the 
President of the Board of Trade when a 
decision regarding the reference of the activi- 
ties of the London Builders’ and Regional 
Conference to the Monopolies Commission 
could be expected. 

Mr. Henry Strauss, Parliamentary Sec- 
retary to the Board of Trade, said that the 
President was considering this matter but 
could not yet make a statement. 

Mr. WELLS: In view of the fact that it 
is now nearly six months since this matter 
was referred to his department, could the 
Minister say why he is so tardy in protecting 
the local authorities and others from the 
harmful activities of the London Builders’ 
Conference? 

Mr. Strauss: There is no foundation 
whatever for the innuendo in the last part 
of the question. (Opposition cries of “ Oh.”) 
There are a large number of matters which 
have been suggested for reference to the 
Monopolies Commission and my right hon. 
friend hopes to announce very soon which 
will be the next reference to be made. 

Mr. ArtHuR Lewis: In view of the fact 
that this affects the interests of many people, 
why should it have taken six months for 
the President of the Board of Trade to make 
up his mind? Is he not aware of the fact 
that all decent-minded people in this country 
feel that this matter should have been 
referred to the Commission immediately my 
hon. friend (Mr. Percy Wells) raised it, and 
will he not do so? 

Mr. Strauss: The question is what 
should be the next reference to the Monopo- 
lies Commission. On that matter I have 
already answered a question. 

Sik HERBERT WILLIAMS: Will the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade refer to the 
Monopolies Commission the action of the 
go-slow workers at certain railway stations 
in London? 

There was no answer to this question, 
which was greeted with laughter. 

Mr. WELLS asked the Minister of Works, 
in view of the undesirable practices persisted 
in by the London Builders’ Conference, 
what steps he had taken to discover how 
many of the contractors engaged in the 
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erection of Coronation seats were members 
of the association. 

Mr. Ecctes said that, as indicated in his 
reply of February 17, a form of declaration 
was issued to all firms tendering for the 
erection of stands by his Department. Of 
the six contracts placed, three were with 
firms who signed the declaration. 


Life of Houses 


On February 24 Mr. Bence asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what was the estimated life of non- 
traditional houses and of traditional houses, 
respectively. : 

Mr. MarpiLes, who replied, said that 
traditional houses and non-traditional 
houses of the types approved for local 
authorities’ programmes were both accepted 
for loan and subsidy purposes as having a 
life of at least 60 years. 


The People’s House 

On February 24 Mrs. Caste asked what 
proportion of the houses built by local 
authorities in 1952 were of the People’s 
House design. 

Mr. MARPLES said he regretted that it 
was not possible readily to ascertain how 
many houses completed in 1952 were 
People’s Houses; but 44 per cent. of the 
three - bedroom traditional houses in local 
authorities’ tenders approved in January, 
1952, were People’s Houses. By December, 
1952, the proportion had risen to 79 per 
cent. 


Central London Rebuilding 

On February 24 Mr. KENNETH ROBINSON 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government if he would estimate the number 
of flats.of average size which could be pro- 
vided by local authorities in London out 
of the building resources which would be 
required to construct the £10,000,000 worth 
of office accommodation in Central London. 

_ Mr. Marpies, who replied, said that 
this would depend upon the design and 
method of construction of the flats. 

Mr. Rosinson asked the Minister of 
Works why he had recently authorised the 
issue of licences totalling £10,000,000 for the 
erection of offices in Central London; and 
if he would reconsider this decision, in view 
of the need to concentrate the maximum 
building resources on the provision of flats 
and houses for Londoners. 

Mr. Ecctes said that since housing sites 
in London were limited this programme 
would not suffer. It was of national 
importance ta begin the rebuilding of the 
City of London and to license certain other 
office buildings, which would add to the 
economic strength of the country. 


Two- and Three-Bedroomed Houses 

On February 24 Mrs. CastTie asked what 
proportion of the houses built by loca! 
authorities in 1952 were three - bedroomed 
houses; and what proportion were two 
bedroomed. 

Mr. Marpres said that the followin: 
statement gave the required information: 


NEW DWELLINGS BUILT BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND NEW TOWNS DURING 1952 








No. of Total No. 


: 4 or more bed- 
1-bedroom 2-bedroom 3-bedroom récie i 
‘ota! 
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 


of Total| “? | of Torat| N* | of Total 





Houses ies saa «| 4,426 3.3 37,973 


28.7 | 86,179 | 65.0 | 3,987 | 3.0 | 132,56° 



































Flats mal oie” ooo ae 24.2 | 20,168} 61.2 4,247} 129 $55 1.7 32,943 
Houses and Flats ..| 12,397 7.5 | 58,141 | 35.1 | 90,426) 54.6 | 4,542 28 165,506 
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New Factories Built 

On February 25, during a debate on 
Development Areas, Mr. PeTeER THORNEY- 
crorT, the President of the Board of Trade, 
said that from January 1, 1945, to Septem- 
ber 30, 1951, 4,700 new factories were com- 
pleted in this country, representing 100m. 
sq. ft. At the end of that period, 1,450 
factories and extensions, an area of 45m. 
sq. ft. were under construction. That was 
the contribution made-by the previous Gov- 
ernment. By the end of 1952, 6,000 factories 
and extensions had been completed of an 
area of 140m. sq. ft., and 1,100 projects of 
50m. sq. ft. were now under construction. 
They were building factories faster at the 
moment, and there was a larger area under 
construction than when they started. Of 
6,000 factories, 1,600 were in the develop- 
ment areas, and about 300,000 new jobs had 
been provided since the war in those areas. 


Planning Bill 

On February 26, MR. MACMILLAN, Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, moved 
the third reading of the Town and Country 
Planning Bill. He said that it relieved the 
Treasury of the duty of making a scheme 
to pay out £300m. to purchase all development 
rights and also abolished the development 
charge. To some extent there was hardship 
upon those who had expected payments, 
especially those whose land had been com- 
pulsorily purchased or where planning per- 
mission had been refused. For technical, 
administrative and Parliamentary reasons 
they would have to await the second Bill 
which the Government hoped to introduce 
in the autumn session. They would receive 
100 per cent. of their claim, with interest. 

Mr. DaLTon said that the Opposition 
would wait with uncommitted minds the 
major measure which was to come, and 
they hoped that Mr. Macmillan would suc- 
ceed in bringing forward legislation to deal 
with the social control of the use of the 
land on which we lived. 

The Bill was read the third time. 


Coronation Stands 


On February 24 Mr. Porter asked the 
Minister of Works what was the estimated 
wastage on timber used for the erection of 
Coronation stands in both financial and 
utility value. 

Mr. Ecctks said that it was estimated that 
upon dismantling of the Government stands, 
15 per cent. of the timber used in their con- 
struction would be unfit for further use in 
the building industry. He understood, how- 
ever, that other uses would be found for 
most of this timber which represented a 
value of about £27,500. 


British Industries Fair 

On February 24 Mr. Turner asked the 
President of the Board of Trade if he would 
make a statement on the future of the British 
Industries Fair. 

Mr. Mackeson, who replied, said that he 
was aware that there had been rumours that 
this year’s British Industries Fair was to 
be the last. He could give an assurance 
that there was no foundation for them and 
that, immediately the Coronation Fair was 
Over, work would begin on the 1954 Fair 
which would be held in London and Birm- 
ngham from May 3 to 14. 

The Exhibitions Advisory Committee were 
studying the best way to organise the British 
Industries Fair in the longer term. But they 
had already told him that they were unani- 
mously of the opinion that the Fair should 
continue. 
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Examples of ‘‘ The Janes”’ house. 


Low-Cost Semi-Detached House 


A SMALL FAMILY DWELLING WITH NO “ FRILLS” 


To principal aim of the designers of 
this house has been to provide a 
dwelling.which will be within the purchas- 
ing power of any working-class man. It 
is intended to meet the widespread need 
for a two-bedroom house at a low cost. 


In Luton, the area in which prototypes 
of the house have been erected, the council 
have a housing waiting list of over 3,000 ; 
two-thirds of these applicants are families 
with either one or no children whose 
need is for accommodation such as 1s 
provided in this design. 

A block licence to build four houses 
was obtained and in the erection of each 
all ‘‘frills’’ were eliminated. The result, 
it is claimed, is a standardised house which 





BEDROOM 2 
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can be produced for £1,150 freehold. 
Extra fitments can be added subsequently 
if and when owners can afford them. The 
houses are of the semi-detached type 
and have a right-of-way between them to 
allow for garages at the back of each house. 

One feature which has contributed 
towards keeping down the cost is the 
planning of the bathroom on the ground 
floor leading off the-hall. The exterior 
walls are 10} in. cavity brickwork. Thermo- 
plastic tiles have been laid to the floor 
of the living-room. The total floor area 
is 626 ft. super. 

The house is known as “‘ The Janes’ 
house. Messrs. H. C. Janes, Ltd., of 
Luton, are the designers and builders. 
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Ground- and first-floor plans and section. 
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BUILDING THE “ GOOD 
AND CHEAP ” HOUSE 


Mass Production Advocated at Abbey 
National AGM 





(THE present year commenced with more. 


favourable conditions for those people 
who wished to acquire a new home of their 
own than any since the close of the recent 
war, said Mr. STANLEY C. RaMseyY, FRIBA, 
deputy chairman, at the annual general meet- 
ing on February 27 of the Abbey National 
Building Society. 

Speaking of the new conditions of licen- 
sing, under which anyone now wishing to 
build a house of not more than 1,000 sq. ft. 
and not requiring an excessive amount of 
softwood timber has an automatic right to 
a licence from a local authority, he said that 
this partial “turning on oi the tap” should 
in time produce houses for sale. Though if 
the tap could be turned on a little more fully 
and, say, all houses costing up to £3,000 
(which at to-day’s prices represented a house 
costing something about £1,000 before the 
war) could be built without the necessity of 
a licence, the trickle would probably become 
a flow. 

On the “continually increasing” cost of 
house-building, Mr. Ramsey said that the 
chief reason for this would appear to be 
uncertainty in the supply of materials, lack 
of continuity of contracts, and lower output 
by the operatives, though possibly too much 
stress had been laid on this last factor. 

“ The only way, in my opinion, to produce 
a good and a cheap house is by mass produc- 
tion under conditions in which the producer 
has a direct financial interest in the result,” 
he declared. “This has been amply 
exemplified in the motor trade, where the 
comparatively cheap standard car produced 
in large quantities may be compared with 
the high-grade type, the price of which makes 
it prohibitive except for the favoured few. 
We know that the standard models need not 
be cheap and nasty, neither need the stan- 
dard house, 

“Whether the new conditions under which 
licences can be obtained for 12 houses will 
achieve this result is doubtful, but 
undoubtedly this is a step in the right direc- 
tion. The success of large-scale operations 
in house-building depends on experience, 
ability to organise, and a ready market for 
the houses when completed. 

“ Although I have said that in the main 
it is the mass-produced house which will 
reflect low costs, there is another very 
important source of supply which must nct 
be neglected. This is the contribution that 
the smaller builder can make. This type of 
builder for the most part works in the more 
remote suburban and country districts and 
not infrequently runs a decorator’s and 
jobbing business in addition to his activities 
as a house-builder. He fills in the gaps left in 
the pattern of production by the larger 
builder working on mass-production lines. 
For the smaller builder the granting of the 
licences for blocks of 12 is probably all that 
is required, as he not infrequently works on 
a smaller scale than would be indicated by 
this modest number. It is doubtful if his 
contribution alone, though useful in helping 
to resolve the housing problem, will do much 
to reduce cost; his prices usually follow rather 
than precede those builders who are con- 
cerned with mass-produced houses.” 

Mr. Ramsey said that the building of an 
individual house to the design of one’s choice 
had always been something of a luxury. It 
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was not surprising that in a period when the 
cost-of-living index appeared to go higher 
and higher, that comparatively few people 
had been able to afford this means of acquir- 
ing a house. 

In regard to subsidised houses the 
ever-increasing cost of the typical three- 
bedroomed house built by local authorities 
was given in the Girdwood Report as £1,400 
in October, 1947, and £1,515 and £1,690 in 
the corresponding month for the years 1949 
and 1951, At the present time every house 
built by a local authority involved a total 
cost in subsidies spread over 60 years of not 
less than £2,000; more than the original cost 
of the highest-priced house according to the 
foregoing figures. 


Economic Rents 

“ Allowing that houses should be provided 
for the lowest - paid members of the com- 
munity in the same way as schooling and 
medicine, is there not a large number of 
fortunate people who enjoy a _ superior 
standard of housing at the expense of the 
community, who could well afford to pay a 
more economic rent?” he asked. “A 
continued policy of ‘bread and circuses’ is, 
as we know from history, not without its 
dangers.” 


Mr. Ramsey said that the outstanding 
problem of to-day, affecting all aspects of 
life, appeared to him to be the necessity of 
reconciling freedom with planning. “Some 
planning there must be, but the minimum, 
not the maximum interference by the State 
with the beneficial activities of individuals 
is what should be the endeavour of all 
government, whether central or local. What 
is required is the largest possible number of 
homes, well built, good to look at, and in 
the right places. 


“To produce this result there is ample 
opportunity for both public and private 
enterprise to play their respective parts.” 


SLUM CLEARANCE 


Minister’s Tour of Housing Sites 


CONCLUDING his two-day tour of north-east 
housing developments, Mr. HAROLD 
MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, said in Middlesbrough on 
February 28 that there were three reasons 
why we should start again or slum clearance. 
First, towns could not continue to spread out 
indefinitely into the countryside because of 
the need for agricultural land; second, a 
large number of people mustalive near their 
work; third, if nothing was done the centres 
of our industrial towns would “rot away.” 


These areas would have to be redeveloped 
but it would be a long iob and would need 
to be carried out “ bit by bit.” There would 
have to be some overflow to the new housing 
estates for those who wished to move there, 
and probably flats would have to be con- 
sidered in rehousing the slum population. 


One had to remember that there had been 
practically no clearance on any scale since 
the war—which meant about 12 years. 
Before the war, under legislation at that 
time, it was running at about 100,000 houses 
a year, so that when people talked of the 
houses which were badly in need of repair, 
and even falling down, he thought a good 
number of them belonged to the category 
which would have been pulled down had it 
not been for the war. They numbered some- 
thing in the region of well over one million 
throughout the country as a whole. 
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HOUSING SUBSIDIES 


Need to Charge Economic Rents 


Mr. J. R. Bevins, MP, Partiamentary 
Private Secretary to the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, speaking at 
Blackpool on February 28, said that the 
success of the housing drive had stimulated 
people to broaden their outlook on housing 
and to look at it not within the limited 
context of new housing but in its wider 
context—over housing as a whole. 

“In‘this sense,” added Mr. Bevins, “ there 
are certain aims which enjoy general 
approval and which I personally support :— 

1. That slums should be pulled down 
as soon as possible. 


2. That all other houses should, some- 
how or other, be adequately maintained. 

3. That the operation of the present 
subsidy system is in need of review. 

4. That house ownership should be 
encouraged for those who can afford it. 


“These things all involve important 
financial considerations. Housing finance, 
however, is like a jungle—a jungle from 
which successive Governments have re- 
treated in sheer horror. For there are 
several million families paying controlled 
rents to landlords at several levels of con- 
trol, but all getting concealed subsidies. 
There are several million more paying openly 
subsidised rents to local authorities. And 
there are another few million non-occupiers 
who get no subsidy at all. As between one 
family and another, there is no semblance 
of rough justice. As between the tenant and 
the owner-occupier, the gap in housing costs 
is fantastic. 

“I give way to none in my wish to see 
house ownership extended, for its social and 
economic values are obvious. Indeed, by 
easing licensing and doing away with develop- 
ment charge the Government has already 
doubled the number of houses being built 
for - sale. 

“Even so, some of our friends are im- 
patient and clamour for something like 4 
pre-war subsidy. But if it is wrong, as we 
are told it is, to pay a subsidy to everyone 
who rents a house, how can it be right to 
pay a subsidy to everyone who buys a house? 
The commonsense way to encourage home 
ownership may not be the subsidy way, but 
to charge economic rents to those who can 
pay them and to go all out to cut building 
costs.” 


SPEEDIER HOUSE BUILDING 


Hemel Hempstead Experiment 


HEMEL HEMPSTEAD DEVELOPMENT COR- 
PORATION has for some time been exam- 
ining various schemes for the speedier 
erection of houses, and for the use of 
non-traditional materials. 

Some time ago Sir Robert McAlpine and 
Sons, Ltd., approached the Corporation with 
a new type of house which they claimed 
could be built much more quickly than 4 
traditional house, and in which the internal 
walls and some fittings were prefabricated. 
It also had the merit of having a normal 
brick exterior. 

The Corporation agreed to co-operate with 
the builders in this project and as a conse- 
quence McAlpines are starting to build five 
houses this week with a view to finishing 
them in 14 working days. 

It is expected that the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government will visit the new 
town and inspect the houses on March 23. 
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FLOOD DAMAGE GRANTS 


Restoration of Homes 


THE grants which it is proposed to make 

from the Lord Mayor’s National Flood 
and Tempest Distress Fund were announced 
on February 27 by Sir Malcolm Trustram 
Eve, QC, chairman of the distribution 
committee. 

He said that money would be available 
for the full and reasonable cost of the 
restoration of all damaged homes in England 
and Wales which were not beyond repair. 
The committee would have to consider later 
what to do about houses beyond repair. 

Grants of up to £2,500 would be made for 
damage to or loss of stock-in-trade of 
personal businesses (including those of 
farmers and fishermen) in England and 
Scotland and for damage to the building in 
which the business was carried on. 

No grants. would be paid in respect of 
losses or damage covered by insurance. The 
onus would be on the claimant to show that 
no insurance policy was in existence. Many 
of the claims would also require “ vetting ” 
by assessors. War damage assessors would 
be available to the fund free of charge 
throughout the country for this purpose. 

While the Lord Mayor realised that 
housing authorities were exceedingly busy 
it was his view that time and money would 
be saved if they would undertake the repair 
of flood-damaged houses. The claimant was 
entitled to employ a private builder, but it 
was hoped that in most cases the work 
would be undertaken by the local authority. 
If that policy were pursued the repair work 
could be completed quickly and in one 
operation. 

_Mr. Norman Longley is a member of the 
distribution committee. 

The Minister of Housing has approved a 
tender for 24 houses at Salthouse, Erping- 
ham RDC, to accommodate families who 
oe lost their homes. Work has begun on 

e Site. 


Eastern Federation’s Work 


An account of the work undertaken by 
the Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers in connection with the floods 
appears in the March issue of their bulletin 
from which we take the following extracts:— 

On February 2 our works and buildings 
emergency organisation went into action 
under the direction of Mr. W. G. James, the 
regional leader. The four county leaders 
whose areas were affected were Mr. R. G. 
Carter (Norfolk), Col. W. A. Hardy (East 
Suffolk), Mr. C. E. F. Everett (North Essex), 
and Mr. R. E. Perrott (South Essex). The 
builders were rapidly mobilised under the 
county and area leaders, and in one instance 
men, plant and materials were actually de- 
Ployed on sea defences within three hours of 
the general call to action by the regional 
leader. The number of builders’ men con- 
sistently employed over 14 days was as far 
as can be ascertained in excess of 1,000, and 
‘ne tremendous job carried out in appalling 
‘onditions and over long hours has done 
much to help those who have suffered such 
revous loss at this time. The industry, and 
‘0 particular the many members of our Fed- 
‘ation with their men who have participated 
» this work, have reason to be proud of the 
service they have rendered in conjunction 
with thousands of volunteers, service per- 
sonnel, civil engineering firms, etc., in 
manning the defences. 

Inevitably some of our own member 
tems have suffered serious material 
Gamage, and the way in which the 
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Federation could best help was fully 
discussed at |the regional administrative 


committee meeting on February 11. The 
first step is to ensure co-operation and 
help from other local members by the loan 
of vehicles, plant, etc., and the president has 
asked local presidents of areas affected to 
initiate help on this basis. 


ROLL OF BUILDING 
APPRENTICE MASTERS 


LMBA Scheme to Encourage 
Apprenticeship 


N order to encourage greater interest in 

apprenticeship among its members, the 

LMBA is starting a voluntary roll of 
apprentice masters. 

The suggestion was endorsed at the LMBA 
Annual General Meeting in January, and 
the Council has now agreed details of the 
scheme. All members of the Association 
who take apprentices and whose names are 
included in the Apprenticeship Registers kept 
at Bedford-square, have been circularised, 
inviting them to have their names inscribed 
in the Roll, and these will be appropriately 
marked each year in the LMBA Handbook. 
Care will be taken by the LMBA Apprentice- 
ship Department to ensure that every 
member whose name is included in this 
voluntary roll does, in fact, employ at least 
one apprentice under the National Joint 
Apprenticeship terms. Additions to the Roll 
will be notified in LMBA circulars from time 
to time. 


No Compulsion 

In a statement commending the scheme, 
the President of he LMBA, Mr. GERALD 
Hit, said: “There have been many sug- 
gestions from time to time for some sort 
of Queen’s Roll of Apprentice Masters on 
the lines of the King’s Roll for Disabled 
Service Men which was started after the first 
war. But they all involved some form of 
compulsion, which we do not like. A 
voluntary roll, on the other hand, has 
attractions of its own. Members who train 
apprentices are proud of the fact. It should 
be known. Many who do not, have the 
slenderest of reasons for this or none at all. 

“If it is known that Firm A is training 
apprentices and Firm B in very similar 
circumstances is not, its directors may very 
well ask why and examine the case for 
apprentices afresh. That is what we are 
hoping, and if work tends to come to firms 
with apprentices there may be a strong move 
to get in under the protection of our 
voluntary roll. 


INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTIVITY 
U.S. Aid for Research Schemes 


A GOVERNMENT WHITE Paper issued at 
the end of February announced agreement 
between the Governments of the United 
Kingdom and the United States of America 
on the allocation of about £3m. “ counter- 
part funds” arising from the operation of 
the M.S.A. Economic Aid scheme. Under 
the general direction of the President of the 
Board of Trade, this money will be devoted 
over a period of two to three years to 
schemes associated with efforts to increase 
productivity and designed “to assist in the 
provision of services by which industry can 
help itself, to promote research necessary 
for this purpose, to make what provision 
it can to give industry encouragement to raise 
its efficiency, and to provide for co-operative 
action between Government, management 
and labour so as to enable industry to raise 
the national production to new heights.” 





SPEAKING at a luncheon in his honour 
given by the North-Western Area, at Harrow, 
to which he was paying his first j 
area Visit for the year, Mr. Geratp Ha, 
the new president of the LMBA, outlined 
some of the urgent problems facing 
building industry. Mr. J. S. Mamik, i 
man of the area, presided. 

Mr. Hill said that the year 
likely to be a critical one because of 
rising costs which the building i 
facing. Cost of materials was hi 
the cost of labour was rising. 
things over which the builder 
little or no control. But there 
factors to which they must gi 
attention—better organisation 
vision on the site, which, leading to higher 
production on the job, would bring reduced 
costs. 

““ There is something here which every 
employer can do,” said Mr. Hill. “ Take, 
for instance, the question of the ordering 
and delivery of materials. Do we all order 
the materials we want far enough in advance 
and give the merchants sufficient informa- 
tion to ensure that the right supplies are 

delivered at the right time and at the right 
place? Do not these things come in fact 
very often when we are not ready for them, 
which involves their delivery to a point from 
which they later have to be moved, a process 
which involves not merely additional hand- 
ling and waste of time but also loss from 
breakages? Again, how often on our sites 
do we see bricks, pieces of timber, open 
bags of cement, and fittings of all kinds 
lying about to be trampled into the ground? 
I know that site circumstances do not always 
make possible what we should like, but I 
plead for tidiness as a means of reducing 
costs. The tidy job breeds tidiness, and 
therefore speed, in work.” 
Before giving his address, Mr. Hill invested 

Mr. Mamik with a chairman’s badge of 
office subscribed for by the committee. 


TENDERS FOR HOUSING 
Committee Makes Conditions 


(CONDITIONS with which contractors sub- 
mitting tenders for the erection of 
houses must comply have been laid down by 
the housing committee of Wanstead and 
Woodford Borough Council. The com- 
mittee’s resolution on this question states: 
(1) That in connection with all future 
schemes for the erection of houses a 
declaration be required from the firms in- 
vited to tender therefor that they are not 
parties to any scheme or arrangement under 
which (a) they will communicate the amount 
of their tender to any other person or body 
before the contract is let; (b) any other 
tenderer for the work the subject of the 
tender, is reimbursed any part of his tender- 
ing costs; and (c) the tender prices are 
adjusted by reference directly or indirectly to 
the prices of amy other tenderer for the 
work, and that no provision is made in the 
tender price for any such reimbursement or 
adjustment, or any contribution thereto. 

(2) That the number of firms invited to 
tender be considered by this Committee for 
each housing scheme, bearing in mind the 
size of such particular scheme. : 

(3) That the tenders, when received, be 
opened as soon as practicable after the latest 
time for the receipt of such tenders, and that 
representatives of the firms invited to tender 
be permitted to be present when the tenders 
are opened. 
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HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 
Midland Employers’ Report 


RELAXATION of restrictions on private 

house building and the consequent 
fillip to that branch of the building industry 
have made it more important than ever that 
houses should be built to proper standards 
of construction, states the report of the Mid- 
land Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, presented at the annual general 
meeting in Birmingham on February 25. 
The building industry was prepared, the 
report says, and all house builder members 
of the Federation were bound by the con- 
stitution to observe standards laid down by 
the National House Builders’ Registration 
Council. 


With reference to the supply of materials, 
the report states that there had been some 
improvement during the year, with the im- 
portant exception of steel. Supplies of 
cement and timber were generally easier. It 


- was*hoped that the Minister of Housing’s 


recommendation for economy in ‘the use of 
bricks, together with the efforts of the 
Minister of Works to increase brick produc- 
tion, would prevent the housing programme 
being delayed by shortages of bricks. 

A report that the Association of Municipal 
Corporations had decided to produce and 
issue forms of building contract for purchase 
and use by local authorities was viewed by 
the Federation as a serious threat to the 
whole contract structure of the industry and 
its opposition was fully supported by the 
RIBA and the RICS. 


The new president of the “Midland Fed- 
eration is Mr. C. E. Harris, who is a past- 
president of the Coventry Association and 
is its honorary treasurer, and a member of 
the Midland and National Federation 
councils. 


ACCIDENT PREVENTION 


London Group Formed 


(THE London Building and Engineering 

Contractors’ Accident Prevention Group 
was inaugurated at a meeting of the London 
Industrial Co-ordinating Committee held on 
February 18, at which Mr. H. R. Hicks pre- 
sided. Mr. W. Dawes was elected chairman 
of the Group and Mr. J. A. Hayward, 
secretary. 


Addressing the meeting, Sir GroRGE 
BaRNETT, HM Chief Inspector of Factories, 
said that 274 per cent. of the fatal accidents 
which occurred each year, apart from those 
in the coal mining industry, happened on 
building sites. Between 12,000 and 13,000 
building workers were involved in accidents 
every year. 


The chances of fatal accidents in the build- 
ing trade were six times as great as in any 
other industrial establishment, declared Sir 
George. He said that falls accounted for 
over 80 per cent. of accidents in building 
and that one person in every 12 who fell 
one! a height of over six and a half feet was 

illed. 


Special safety precautions should be taken, 
he thought, for scaffold workers becayse they 
were involved in a large number of accidents. 
Danger from unguarded machines was not 
sO great in building as in factories, but with 
the increase in mechanisation on building 
sites the risk of accidents from this cause 
would be greater. 

Referring to the regulation which requires 
that a safety officer must be appointed on a 
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site where more than 50 men are employed, 
Sir George said that it was not satisfactory 
merely to comply with the letter of the law. 
If success was to be achieved in the preven- 
tion of accidents it was essential that the 
desire to make building operations safer 
should be created. 


Masor-GENERAL B. K. Younc, CBE, MC, 
Director-General of the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents, expressed his 
pleasure at the formation of the new Group. 
There could be no doubt of the need for such 
a Group, he said, for the standard of safety 
precautions in the building industry at the 
present time was “ pretty appalling.” 


He wondered what would be the public’s 
reaction if any of the Coronation stands 
which were now being erected should crash 
through lack of adequate safety measures. 
The blame, he said, would be placed on the 
building industry, and the industry as a 
whole would get a bad name. That was a 
profound thought, he added. 


On his election as chairman of the newly 
formed Group, Mr. W. Dawes, with Mr. 
Hicks’ permission, took charge of the 
remainder of the proceedings. He regarded 
it as a great honour to be the first chairman 
of the Group, the formation of which was 
an event. which for years he had wished to 
see take place. He would endeavour to 
carry out his duties as chairman as best he 
could. A committee was elected en bloc. 


it was agreed that the Group should meet 
every third Wednesday in each month. 


RATEABILITY OF PLANT AND 
MACHINERY 


‘The Present Position Defined 


RATEABLE and pon-rateable classes of 

plant and machinery were defined by 
Mr. ARTHUR Lockwoop, FRICS, at a 
Rating Surveyors’ general meeting at the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors on 
February 16 in the course of a paper entitled 
“Valuation of Plant and Machinery for 
Rating Purposes.” Pending the forthcoming 
revaluation for rating purposes, the true 
position to date in regard to the four classes 
of plant and machinery set out in the Plant 
and Machinery (Valuation for Rating) Order, 
1927, was, Mr. Lockwood said, as follows : — 


RATEABLE 


(a) Power plant and machinery, including 
appliances, structures and accessories, used 
mainly or exclusively as such, however con- 
structed or erected. 


(b) Plant and machinery, with appliances, 
structures and accessories used more than 
50 per cent. for heating, cooling, ventilating, 
lighting, draining and protecting from fire, 
the land or buildings, 

(c) Lifts and elevators mainly used for 
passengers. Goods lifts, if within the test 
of (e) below. 

(d) Railway and tramway lines. 

(e) Any of the plant and machinery speci- 
fied in Class 4 of the Order, if in relation 
to the hereditament it is of substantial size; 
is built up on the site; has a permanent site 
and is itself either a functional entity or 
part of a larger installation. 


NOT RATEABLE 
(f) Process plant and machinery or that 
used for manufacturing except that set out 
in (e) above. 
(g) Machinery and plant used for heating, 
cooling, etc., for manufacturing purposes. ° 
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NFBTE AND INDUSTRY 


Representation on Advisory Bodies 
(THE Council of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers has 
elected the following members to represent 
the National Federation on Government 
advisory bodies, joint boards and com- 
mittees:— 

Ministry of Works: National Consultative Council of 
the Building and Civil Engineering Industries: Messrs. 
W. H. Forsdike, CBE ; W. Horsfall (president) ; and 
S. F. S. Hearder (director). 


M.o0.W. Advisory Council on Building and Civil Engin- 
eering Research and Development : Messrs. H. E. Comben, 
OBE, BSc; H. B. Kerr, OBE, MC, JP; and S.F.$ 
Hearder. 

M.o.W. Advisory Committee on Contrgctors’ Plant: 
Messrs. J. Harrison and P. Smallwood. 

Building Apprenticeship and Training Council: Messrs. 
R. P. Bannister ; J. Dearden ; W. H. Forsdike ; H. G. 
Frost ; Ald. S. G. Gibson; G. A. Hill; H. Payne, 
JP; J. C. Robertson, OBE ; F. M. Sleeman, CBE ; 
G. O. Swayne and I. Ernest Jones, MA, BSc. 


M.o.W. Consultative Committee for the Stone Industry : 
Mr, A. N. Pictor. 

Ministry of Labour and National Service : Building and 
Civil Engineering Labour Advisory Panel: Messrs. G. W. 
Buchanan, CBE ; W. H. Forsdike ; W. Horsfall and I. 
Ernest Jones. 

National Savings Advisory Committee for the Building 
and Civil Engineering Industries : Messrs. R. R. Costain, 
CBE ; L. A. Walden ; and C. G. Rowlands, MA. 


Building Industries National Council: Messrs. G. W. 
Bu“:anan; W. H. Forsdike; J. Ian Robertson; 
Wilfred Horsfall; S. F. S. Hearder; and I. Emest 
Jones. : 
British Employers’ Confederation: (Council) Messrs. 
W. H. Forsdike ; W. Horsfall; J. Ian Robertson and 
I. Ernest Jones: (General Meeting) Messrs. W. H. 
Forsdike ; W. Horsfall; Stephen Hudson; R. 0. 
Ltoyd, OBE ; Norman Longley ; J. Ian. Robertson ; 
S. F. S. Hearder and I. Ernest Jongs. 

Building and Civil Engineering holidays Scheme Man- 
agement, Lid.: (Board of directors) Messrs. G. W. 
Buchanan ; W. H. Forsdike ; F. Leslie Wallis : (mem- 
bers of the company) Messrs. W. F. Allen; G. W. 
Buchanan ; W. H. Forsdike ; W. H. Gascoigne ; |W. F- 
Gibson ; R. O. Lloyd ; H. Payne ; J. lan Robertson ; 
J. R. Scull and F. Leslie Wallis. 

Holidays with Pay Joint Industrial Board: Messrs. 
W. H. Forsdike ; F. Leslie Wallis and I. Ernest Jones. 

National Joint Apprenticeship Board: Messrs. W. H. 
Forsdike ; J. S. Cothliff ; J. Dearden ; W. E. Fishburn, 
OBE ; G. A. Hill; H. S. Johnson; H. Payne, JP; 
F. M. Sleeman and G. O. Swayne. 

Architects and Builders’ Joint Consultative Committee © 
Messrs. G. W. Grosvenor; Wilfred Horsfall ; S. 
Hudson; H. B. Kerr; Norman Longley; J. lan 
Robertson and the Chairman of the Contracts Com- 
mittee. 

Joint Committee with the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors: Messrs. N. Hannen; Wilfred Horsfall ; 
S. Hudson ; J. Ian Robertson ; W. W. Sapcote and 
F. M. Sleeman. 


Joint Contracts Tribunal : Messrs. H. B. Kerr ; w.W. 
Sapcote ; Coun. F. W. Shepherd and R. S. Williams. 


Architects’ Registration Council: Mr. D. E. Woodbine 
Parish. 


Joint Committee on Standard Method of Measurement : 
Messrs. W. W. Sapcote ; R. E. I. Carlyle ; S.T. ! irth, 
JP ; K.C. F. Foster ; EB. J. Smith, CBE ; L. A. Walden 
and R. H. Woolliams. 

Liaison Committee with the Federation of Civil Engin- 
eering Contractors: Messrs. G. W. Buchanan ; W H 
Forsdike ; G. W. Grosvenor ; W. Horsfall ; S. Hudson > 
N. Longley and J. Ian Robertson. : 

British Standards Institution: (General counci! 
Mr. R. E. I. Carlyle: (building divisional count!) 
Messrs. R. E. I. Carlyle ; H. E. Comben and J. J. Hollo- 
way. 

British Road Federation : Mr. Nigel Hannen. 

Plasterers National Joint Advisory Committee : Messts- 
T. G. Bowler ; E. R. Bowyer, JP ; P. C. Crotch ; A. E- 
Hall, JP ; A.C. V. Telling and C. G. Rowlands. 

Standing Committee for the Training of General Fore- 
men: Messrs. D. E. Woodbine Parish ; W. T. Booth ; 
E. Edmondson ; F. S. Kennewell ; N. Hannen ; ©. '- 
Orchard. 


Employers’ and General Foremen’s National Joint 
: Messrs. Nigel Hannen ; W. 7- 
Booth ; E. Edmondson; B. T, Henman; J. Sidncy 
Jones ; R. O. Lloyd, OBE; G. I. Orchard; R. W- 
Whittington ; D. E. Woodbine Parish. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gas Sales Conference 


The Gas Council, 1, Grosvenor-place, 
SW1, will be holding a Gas Sales and Service 
Conference at the Seymour Hall, Seymour- 
place, W1, on March 11 and 12. 


LCC Development Inquiry 

Objections relating to Deptford, Islington 
and Southwark will begin to be heard at 
10.30 a.m. on Monday, March 16, at the 
inquiry into objections to the development 
plan for the County of London. 


Lecture on Timber 


A public lecture entitled “Some Timber 
Problems Answered,” will be given by Mr. 
R. P. Woods, BAFor., Chief Scientific Officer, 
Timber Development Association, at the 
Isle of Wight Technical College, Newport, 
on March 16 at 7 p.m. Admission is free. 


Houses at £995 


Councillor Thomas, of Wormleighton,* a 
member of the Hinckley UDC, has offered 
to build houses at £995 on his new Coro- 
nation «state at Earl Shilton. Within 24 
hours 24 houses had been ordered and the 
following day the total was doubled. 


Revised Model Building By-laws 

The Hammersmith School of Building and 
Arts and Crafts has arranged a special course 
of five lectures on the revision of the Model 
By-laws. The lectures will be given by Mr. 
R. A. Simons of the Building Research 
Station by permission of the Director. These 
lectures, which will take place on Tuesday 
evenings from 7 to 9 p.m., start on March 17, 
and will be of particular value to those en- 
gaged on revision, of local by-laws. Appli- 
cations should be made to the secretary of 
the school. 


Canadian Timber for Flood Relief 


In addi*on to many other gifts in money 
or in kind for flood relief, the Canadian 
Flood Relief Fund (working through the 
Canadian Red Cross Society) and the 
Government of the Province of British 
Columbia have decided to give 1,500 
standards of Canadian softwood timber, of 
the approximate value of 300,000 Canadian 
dollars. This timber is to be made available 
immediately for the rebuilding and repair of 
homes, farmhouses and farm _ buildings 
damaged by the floods. Local authorities in 
the areas concerned are being told of the 
arrangements for its distribution. 


Safety Training Centre, Birmingham 
Midland builders have noted with interest 
4 pioneer venture in safety training methods, 
!rom which they may benefit later this year. 
It is the Industrial Safety Training Centre, 
established by the Birmingham and 
District Industrial Safety Group, which the 
lord Mayor of Birmingham (Ald. W. T. 
Sowen) opened on March 2. Believed to be 
n= first industrial safety training centre in 
ne world, and certainly in Britain, the centre 
» been equipped with machinery given by 
nember firms of the Group; and safety 
‘cers, H.M. Inspectors of Factories and 
‘ct specialists, are to give their services 
Organising short training courses for 
operatives, especially from the small firms 
‘out their own facilities for training and 
srucularly for new entrants to industry. A 
‘ort course for building workers has already 
‘cn planned for the autumn. 
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Past-President Retiring 


At a luncheon of the LMBA Central 
Area No. 1 at Kensington on March 11 a 
farewell address will be made to Major 
Leslie Shingleton, OBE, a past-president of 
the LMBA and a past chairman of the Area, 
who will shortly be retiring to live in the 
country. 


Ticket Office at Paddington 


_ British Railways’ plan for the modernisa- 
tion of stations made a further advance at 
Paddington on February 27 when Mr. John 
Elliot, chairman of the Railway Executive, 
opened the reconstructed No. 1 ticket office. 
This new office, which is of attractive 
modern appearance, covers an area of 
1,600 sq. feet, half as much again as the 
area of the former office, and has 11 ticket 
issuing windows—an increase of two over 
those previously provided. Materials em- 
ployed in its construction have been chosen 
for their lasting decorative value, ease of 
cleaning and the saving of maintenance 
costs. The reconstructed booking office and 
the new inquiry office were designed by the 
Architect’s Office of the Western Region, 
under the direction of the Civil Engineer, 
the work being carried out on behalf of the 
Western Region by Messrs. Marshall 
Andrew and Co., Ltd. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


An announcement has been made by Aveling-Barford, 
Grantham, stating that Mr. J. L. Rrrewe, BSc, 
AMIMechE, previously the company’s export sales 
manager, is to fill the post of general sales manager 
vacated by Mr. C. J. Rircnre. Mr. G. M. WARREN 
becomes export sales manager. 
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ESTATE DEVELOPERS AND BUILDERS 
FROM ANY PART OF THE COUNTRY 
INTERESTED IN ERECTING 


UNITY 
HOUSES 


FOR PRIVATE ENTERPRISE BY A SIMPLE 
LICENSING SCHEME, OR FOR BUILDING 
LOCAL AUTHORITY HOUSES IN ADDI- 
TION TO THOSE BUILDERS ALREADY 
CARRYING OUT LARGE CONTRACTS OF 
UNITY HOUSES, ARE INVITED TO INSPECT 
THE PAIR OF HOUSES AT THE “DAILY 
MAIL” IDEAL HOME EXHIBITION. 

ONE OF THESE HAS BEEN LEFT INCOM- 
PLETE INTERNALLY TO DEMONSTRATE 
THE SYSTEM OF CONSTRUCTION. 





IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO VISIT THE EXHI- 
BITION PLEASE TELEPHONE OR WRITE TO 


UNITY STRUCTURES LTD. 


35 TAVISTOCK SQ., LONDON, W.C.1 
TELEPHONE : EUSTON 7651-5 





MIDLANDS BRICK POSITION 


Loss of Manufacturing Capacity _ 
DURING A RECENT visit by Mr. David 
Eccles, the Minister of Works, to the Mid- 
land Federation of Brick and Tile Manu- 
facturers, an interchange of views took place 
on the difficult brick supply situation as put 
forward by the manufacturer representatives 
of the Federation. 

The discussion centred around 1953 pos- 
sible production and demand for bricks in 
the region which the manufacturers felt 
would disclose a shortage of production in 
the West Midlands, excluding North Staffs. - 

The longer term problems of development 
of the region’s capacity beyond the present 
rate of expansion pf existing works, the 
manufacturers hope, will be the subject of 
further consideration with the Minister 
after the Budget proposals have been dis- 
closed, current taxation levels being a 
deterrent to capital investment in the 
industry. 

A correspondent writes: After the meet- 
ing, Mr. Eccies promised that there would 
be no serious hold-up in the region this year 
because of brick shortage. 

He said that the brickmakers had told him 
that they could not undertake extenSive © 
capital development without some relief in 
taxation, and he had undertaken to pass on 
their views to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. He said, furthermore, that the 
increase in brick production promised to be 
esjecially good in the North Staffordshire 
area. 


BRIXTON SCHOOL OF BUILDING 
Exhibition of Work 


ME. GERALD HILL, president of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, 
visited the LCC Brixton School of Building 
on March 2, the first day of the School's 
Open Week. He was accompanied by Mr. 
G. H. A. Hughes, director, LMBA. Also 
present were Mr. G. Mavor, senior assistant 
education officer to LCC, and representatives 
of bodies connected with the various build- 
ing crafts taught at the School. 

Mr. Hill, besides representing the LMBA’s 
interest in building education, has a personal 
interest in the work of the Brixton School. 
Some 50 boys who are employed as appren- 
tices or in junior administrative posts by the 
firm of which he is a director, regularly 
attend classes at the School. He found much 
of interest on his tour of the exhibition. 

Each department had a good standard of 
work to show and succeeded in displaying 
it most attractively. An interesting exhibit 
in the entrance hall dealt with the work of 
the college as a whole, indicating the scope 
of the work in each department and the 
occupations in the industry with which it was 
specially concerned. 

Among the exhibits were a display of the 
work of students of the Department of 
Architecture and Surveying, and of the 
Department of Building and Structural 
Engineering. Tees 

Some stimulating and imaginative designs 
were to be seen in the display arranged by 
the Art Department. This department 
provides courses in interior design and craft 
courses for painters and decorators. 

Among the facilities offered for the study 
of building science are 2 materials testing 
laboratory used mainly for small-scale tests 
on structural materials and a concrete 
laboratory and testing shop used for the 
preparation of concrete test pieces and the 
testing of larger structural units. 











TRADE NEWS 


Telephone Number 

The telephone number of the new head- 
quarters of Semtex, Ltd., at Semtex House, 
The Broadway, Welsh Harp, NW9, will be 
Hendon 6543. 


Formwork for Australia 


A consignment of steel formwork ieft 
Birmingham on February 2 for Australia. 
The formwork was manufactured by Rapid 
Metal Developments, Ltd., of Birmingham, 
and is used for the construction of rein- 
forced concrete power houses, dams, 
concrete walls, concrete tanks, reservoirs, 
etc. The company is developing its activi- 
ties in Australia, and this consignment is to 
reinforce its efforts in that country. 


New Booklet 


A booklet giving the specifications for 
“ Vitrolite ” opaque glass has been produced 
_by Pilkington Brothers, Ltd., of St. Helens, 
Lancs. Its pages cover a variety of appli- 
cations of the product, which is manufac- 
tured in a range of colours inherent in the 
glass. “ Vitrolite” is claimed to be non- 
absorbent and durable, being inert to all 
chemicals except hydrofluoric and phosphoric 
acids and strong alkali. An introduction 
includes references to thicknesses, sizes and 
colours, and fixing recommendations are also 
given. Copies of the booklet are available 
for architects and the trade upon application 
to the makers. 


Water Level 


Claimed to be an efficient substitute for a 
dumpy level is the “ Aqualev,” a builders’ 
water level produced by Austin and Triming- 
ham, 58, Warwick-gardens, W14. It com- 
prises two nine-inch transparent indicator 
tubes each provided with a screw-type air- 
vent, and connected by a length of rubber 
tubing filled with water. A level is trans- 
ferred from one place to another by 
opening the air-vents, adjusting the surface 
of water in one tube to one point and noting 
where the surface of water in the other tube 
comes to rest. No marks or graduations on 
the tubes are understood to be required, as 
it is the actual surface of the water which 
shows the level. This water level is already 
used by several of the country’s leading 
contractors. 


Firm’s Anniversary 


A volume commemorating their fortieth 
anniversary has been published by Industrial 
Waste Eliminators, Ltd., 7-11, Old Bailey, 
EC4. Entitled “ Modern Plant for Meat 
and Bacon Production,” this book not only 
records the firm’s past achievements, but also 
gives notes on the design of abattoirs and 
modern bacon factories. It describes the 
range of “Iwel” equipment manufactured 
by the company, and suggests ways in which 
items can be installed in production layouts 
to increase output. 


A Firm’s History 


The origin and development of Aveling- 
Barford, Grantham and Newcastle, have been 
outlined in a well-illustrated volume recently 
produced by the firm. Its contents include 
aerial views of the company’s works at 
Grantham, Newcastle and Syston, with a 
description of their internal organisation. 
The different types of equipment produced 
during the growth of the company are 
shown, such as road rollers, tractors, dumpers 
and trenchcutting machines. 


THE BUILDER 


Coronation Kiosks 

Some suggestions for the commemoration 
of the Coronation have been published by 
the Timber Development Association, 21, 
College Hill, BC4, in the form of an jllus- 
trated brochure. Artistically presented, its 
pages show the various manners in which 
timber can be used in designs for such items 
as kiosks, shelters, bridges and pavilions. 


Lighting Fittings 


Of interest to those concerned with the 
design and installation of lighting equipment 
is the “ International Lighting Review,” pub- 
lished by Stichting Prometheus of Amster- 
dam. Six numbers are produced annually, 
and the contents of issue No. 6 include an 
article on church lighting by E. Rambusch 
of New York and a report on the 1952 
summer conference at Eastbourne of the 
British Illuminating Engineering Society. 
Other articles discuss the various factors 
taken into consideration in the design of 
fittings for different purposes. Subscription 
rates and other details may be ascertained on 
application to the British correspondent, 
R. Venning, 32, Lyncroft-gardens, London, 
NW6. 


Portable Roads 


A major problem during the recent flood 
disasters was the transport of food, clothing 
and sandbags across the flooded areas. As 
a solution, portable “ Flexboard ” roads were 
supplied by Sommerfelds, Ltd., 167, Victoria- 
street, SW1. These consist of hardwood 
boards linked by two narrow steel bands. 
Placed end to end, the boards are understood 
to create an immediate road surface on the 
most difficult terrain, and to allow the 
passage of heavy goods vehicles. In depths 
of mud or water, the tracks can be laid on 
top of one another until the mud is 
sufficiently shallow to be negotiable. “ Flex- 
board” track roads are officially recom- 
mended in military and RAF manuals issued 
to service officers. 
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SOUTH-EAST LONDON 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE 


Exhibition of Mechanical Aids to 
Building 


BUILDERS in south-east London will be 
able to see some of the latest types of con- 
tractors’ plant, machines and tools for 
increasing output on building jobs demon- 
strated at the South-East Technical College, 
Department of Building, Worsley Bridge- 
road, Lower Sydenham, SE26, on March 10, 
11 and 12, when the college, in association 
with local builders’ organisations and the 
Ministry of Works, is holding an exhibition. 

Scaffolding of the latest types, small hoists, 
brick handling barrows, small dumpers, 
mobile earth boring augers, and a full range 
of portable powered hand tools, cement and 
paint spraying systems, will be shown. Other 
exhibits will demonstrate up-to-date methods 
in the use of building materials, and a repre- 
sentative selection of technical books anf 
Government publications will be on view. 


eOn each day films of interest to all in 
the industry will be shown, and on March 11 
at 7.30 p.m. there will be a lecture by Mr. 
A. E. Chittenden, AMICE, on “ Increasing 
Output in Housebuilding.” 

Ministry of Works display panels illustra- 
ting recommended methods and good prac- 
tice in building will be on view, and a 
technical officer will be in attendance to deal 
with technical inquiries. Examples of the 
work of the students will be on display, and 
the classrooms, studios and workships of the 
college will be open to visitors. 

The MOW demonstration will be opened 
by Mr. G. A. Hill, president of the LMBA, 
at 3 p.m. on March 10. Admission to the 
exhibition is free. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Relaxation of Nickel Control 


The Ministry of Supply and the Board of 
Trade have relaxed as from February 26, 
restrictions on the use of nickel under the 
Nickel Prohibited Uses Orders 1951 in the 
case of certain articles, including motor-car 
parts, hospital equipment, table hollow-ware 
and some stationers’ sundries. 


Owing to the needs of the defence pro- 
gramme it is still mecessary to maintain 
existing controls over the use of nickel in 
the manufacture of most goods. The posi 
tion is, however, being kept under review. 
The Amending Orders are: The Nicke! Pro- 
hibited Uses (Minister of Supply) (Amend- 
ment) Order 1953 S.I. 1953 No. 265, and the 
Nickel Prohibited Uses (Board of Trade) 
(Amendment No. 2) Order 1953 S.I. 1953 
No. 266. 





Building Digest 

Some of the newer emulsion paints that 
have been introduced during the past few 
years, including those also called latex paints, 
or plastic emulsion paints, are dealt with 
in Building Research Station Digest No. 5° 
which has recently been issued. 


Welded Steel Structures 


Technical brochure No. 6, issued by the 
British Constructional Steelwork Associa 
tion, Artillery House, Artillery-row, West 
minster, SW1, gives guidance on the desiza 
of metal arc welded steel] building struc 
tures. It deals with those under nominally 
static loading conditions, made in mild and 
high tensile steels and designed as simple 
frames. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


*Canada.—Mr. L. C. Hooper, chairman of 
the board of di i Inlet 
General Hospital, the United Church of 
Canada, Queen Charlotte City, B.C., wishes 
to contact a U.K. source of supply of a 
semi-prefabricated 14-bed hospital. The 
building must be fire-resistant and pass the 
Canadian Government standards. The site 
of the new hospital is 400 yards from the 
Government wharf at Queen Charlotte City. 
The materials, therefore, should require no 
trans-shipping. He states that it is tenta- 
tively expected that they would build this 
hospital, including nurses’ quarters, for 
approximately $150,000. All inquiries by 
telephone should be made to the Board of 
Trade, Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2418. 


Colombia.—Several building schemes are 
going ahead in the South American republic 
of Colombia. The German firm of Siemens 
Halske A.G. has been awarded the contract 
for a new automatic telephone exchange at 
Sevilla... . The Colombian firm Labora- 
tories CUP are reported to be considering 
the erection of a plant to manufacture 
penicillin and other antibiotics. ... The 
Government authorised in mid-November a 
preliminary survey to be carried out for the 
erection of a new hydro-electric station of 
some 100,000-kilowatt capacity at Anchicaya, 
on the River Calima. 

The Municipality of Bogota has solicited 
tenders for the erection of a milk pasteurisa- 
tion plant for the capital with a capacity 
of 400,000 litres a day. It is estimated that 
the plant will be worth at least £750,000. 

It is also reported that Armco Colombiana 
is proposing early in the summer to erect 
a new factory in Barranquilla for the manu- 
facture of piping, using Colombian raw 
materials. 

The Magdalena Railway project has been 
finally approved. About $25m. has been 
borrowed from the International Bank. 
General supervision of the project is to be 
entrusted to the U.S. firm the Madigan 
Hayland Corporation. Three firms are under 
contract to carry out the actual construc- 
tion of the railway: Winston Brothers, of 
the U.S.A., and two Colombian firms. Items 
of interest for which quotations have been 
invited are bridges and rails. 

The Government has also signed a con- 
tract with a French firm, Campenon Bernard, 
for the construction of piers at Santa Marta. 
The French company had to lend the Govern- 
ment nearly £250,000 to get the contract as 
stipulated in the articles of contract. 

Radio and telephone communications are 
to be improved between Bogota and 
Colombia’s 900 municipalities, The plans 
are to be financed by the Colombian National 
Telecommunications Undertaking. Technical 
missions are to be sent by the United States 
(o examine the entire scheme. 


France.—The French Commission for 
atomic energy have recommended that the 
first French factory for the production of 
plutonium should be erected in the Depart- 
nent of the Gard between the two villages 
of Chusclan and Cadolet. The project is 
well advanced, and the site has been chosen 
on the Rhone because its new electrical 
nstallations offer the best combination of 
water and electrical power in France. A 
reactor of 50,000 kw. is to be erected as 
2 preliminary which will produce a maxi- 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
‘urmation Service. 
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of 30 kilos of plutonium per annum. 
500 persons will be employed. More 
and additional works will also have 
to be built. 


LL 


French Equatorial Africa~—A company is ‘ 


to be formed in French Equatorial Africa 
made up of United States and French groups. 
This new company is to develop a large 
manganese project covering an area of 50 
square kilometres, about 45 kilometres to 
the north of Franceville in the Gabon. 
Roads are planned as well as buildings and 
dwellings. In a matter of a few years it 
is possible that a small township will spring 
up in this territory. 

Work on the new port at Bangui is going 
on and completion is expected in a few 
months. 


Jordan.—To bring further prosperity to 
the country studies are going ahead with 
the Yarmuk scheme, which embodies vast 
agricultural plans as well as hydro-electrical 
development. 

A grain silo with a capacity of 5,000 tons, 
costing about £40,000, is to be erected near 
the Yarmuk River. 

Development work at Aqaba, including 
the construction of a transit shed, a road 
to by-pass Aqaba village, and the purchase 
of cranes for the port is progressing. 

New roads are continually being laid 
down, special attention being paid to the 
Amman-Kerek road and the Aqaba-Naqb 
Ashtar road. 

Work is also to go ahead with the 
extension of Jordan’s two airfields. The 
runway of the R.A.F. airfield at Amman is 
to be extended to 8,000 ft. and will become 
available to civil lines. Jerusalem airport 
is also being extended to international 
standards. 

Peru.—Peru’s National Highways Plan is 
to go ahead now that the Government has 
approved a Bill sent to Congress authorising 
a loan of up to £6m. Several projects 
dealing with irrigation and building for agri- 
culture are at present subject for discussion. 
















‘REFRAC’ 
ANTI-CONDENSATION 


A MICROPOROUS PAINT which 
deals effectively with condensation and 
humidity. It is applied by brush requir- 
ing no primers and will adhere to all 
dry surfaces—wood, plaster, concrete, etc. 
It has a covering capacity of 16-18 
square yards per gallon. Sets ina hard 
matt finish and is available in various 
colours as supplied to the Air Ministry, 
G.P.O., Gas Board and _ leading 
contractors. 
















‘REFRAC,’ because 
of its special proper- 
ties, is also a fire- 
retardant paint andis | | 
approved by D.S.L.R.  geageeeee—s 


ANGLO-AMERICAN EXPORT Co. Ltd. 
60, Ebury Street, 
London, S.W.1 
Telephones: SLOANE 5467, 1943 
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well as other buildings. Hydro-agricultural 
and hydro-electric works are to be carried 


supervision of an Inspector-Superior of the 
Director-General of Development -of the 
Ministry. 

Tenders have been called for asphalting 
part of the Beira-Southern Rhodesian High- 
way and for the building of seven bridges 
over the rivers between Vila Manica and 
the frontier. The total cost is given as 
£250,000. 

Preparatory work has commenced on the 
building of the bridge over the Pungue River 
to replace the existing one on this same 
highway. This project will cost about 
£200,000. 

Some £60,000 has now been set aside for 
repairing roads in Manica aand Sofala and 
for other work caused by the floods of 1952. 

Construction of the new electric power 
station at Lourengo Marques has com- 
menced. The City Council is trying to 
obtain a loan of £2,400,000 for the purchase 
of material and for the installation of the 
distribution network, as well as for the 
installation of a new drainage system in the 
city. 


Syria.—A three-year plan is in operation 
in Syria, during which time air surveys are 
being made of the countryside to see where 
new building sites can be fixed. 

The Aleppo Elcctricity Administration has 
also asked for a loan for the construction 
of a central thermic station in the suburbs. 

The contract for the development of 
Lattakia Port has been awarded to a Yugo- 
slav company. The contract is worth about 
£26m. and work is scheduled to begin in 
two months’ time. 


*U.S.A.—The M.B. Thorpe Glass Co., 836, 
Fourth-avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida, 
U.S.A., are interested in expanding their 
imports from the U.K. and desire to estab- 
lish contact with manufacturing firms, or 
their American agents, able to supply the 
undermentioned products equal to American 
standards and specifications : — 

Asbestos shingles, asphalt roofing paper, 
asphalt roofing tiles, nails, aluminium case- 
ment windows, aluminium sheet, putty, and 
extruded aluminium jalousie window with 
inserts of glass slats. All inquiries by tele- 
phone arising out of this notice should be 
made to Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2421. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





Bee information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
€x merchant's warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
£ +¢..d. 
Pit Ballast wks sha Bits wee eS ae per yd. 1 011 
Pit Sand 3 re 19 11 
Washed Sand . ie ae ee, 
:- Shingle Ri 18 5 
in. Broken Brick es ibs eae . 19 3 
Pan Breeze ane ai sie er 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate si oo. per ton aa03 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site =~ 411 0 
I to 6 tons, site - is 5 88 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening ¢ Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site ‘ bes au a 419 0 
1 to 6 ton do. site . = os a 5 8 0 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots Pm 612 6 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 196s. 3d. to 420s. 3d. - ton. 
White Portland Cement ye “s IZ 11+ 6 
Under 1 ton per cwt. 15 0 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards per ton 6 3 
Super Cement (Waterproof ), 32s. 6d. per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £8 18s. 9d. to £10 12s. 3d. 
(i-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up me 140 9 
Stourbridge oe 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London ‘ - 519 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads 
First Hard Stocks... see iis sae és Lr 1,000 1015 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... ors ie eke : pe 919 O 
Mild Stocks... e 8 8 O 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 
2j in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District. Commons oa ‘ich i eS ee 5 8 0 
Cellular Ege RG ae sin ne a 5 8 0 
Keyed do. ... si pase an a a 510 0 
Rustics Ss ae ee pa oat Se he 613 0 
Cellular Rustics —_.... ane ‘ie doi roa 96 613 0 
ana Bullnose do. : a 6 8 0 
Sandfaced ; a ae A a 7388 
Cortex Facing Bricks pee a 6 3 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) ie f 22 19 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) ‘ine mS 23 13 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 2 a 20 12 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) Re ate as 910 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites)... x 3.2 6 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations)... ae i 21 4 6 
3 in. do. (London Stations) ts i. 25 11. 0 
24 in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London Sites) » 1219 6 
* ~ * gemssac dened ‘Multi Red Facings (London 
a 13 4 6 
a ie. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) ee 13 16 0 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings 
Pg gg ~ aye SEO B “Mut 's k F of scart 
urrey P urnt ti Stock Facin 
(London Sites) es a 12 9 0 








£s@ 
2% in. Surre a Burnt. Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites .. perl,000 13 2 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, lyory, secintolit 
Stretchers... - 64 0 0 
Headers Pe ose bea 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. Flats “és at s 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... ash ser ir ans . 85 0 0 
Double Headers... Sica te ci ae a 7710 0 
One side and two ends rae si ae es “ 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend ... ins me ibe ‘i 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints ai ses sail i ‘~ 83 0 0 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLitow Cray Partition BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
2 ties ‘ais «- 150 yds. BE «pee yd. sup. 4 3 
r) eee sak iiv to abs MG is 4 § 
3 in. Sea zc .- 125 yds. a ‘obe ‘in 4 il 
4 in. (6 cavity) ee ges aid éo 6 5 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
ia ue nee .-. 100 yds. eee 6 és 3.3 
2S Meee ‘gs cen a eee é . Me Pe 
3 in. eek aoe oss | Ro es a 44 
4 in. a a ove Oe FG8. = 5 6 
CRANHAM 
2 in. ses f 5 8 
24 in. ater Sab are oe obs sie - 6 2 
3 in. te re is FOR ile as ‘es a Tis 
Oi. 5, a ioe q ae 8 il 
4} in. Load bearing quality . ; rt as 9 Il 
FLoor BLocKks 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. see th 12 in. Y dalieaed | in a 
lorry-loads ... .. per1,000 3012 0 
4 in. eS asé eae se ou eee a. 33 13° 
5 in. BO: sais me oe See es ay at 38 5 0 
6 in. GO... vss Kis nee ei nee sets es 45 9 0 
7 in. Oh tus aia ae sine bes tk a 52 10 0 
Oe Se 4 59 19 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. ; 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over : tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +674° +874% +974% 
B.S.S. Best do. +108 “+67 % +10% +874% tT 10% +-974% 
Tested Quality +374%4673% +374%+4874°% +374%+ 974% ° 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474%+674% +474% 48742 +4747, +97 974% 
3 in. Land Drain saci @ 12 in. nee - .. per1,000 9 15 0 
4 in. do. cae . 12 15 6 
6 in. do. Sas i sae has ins “ 2% 9 0 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park vl oe ike we perft.cube 6 8 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 7 8 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. pie resggem area ,, 7 5 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area : ” aa 
Portland ce 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B. 
Southern Region sis ; eee ” 75 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
-O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
Zin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5ft. and not over 15 ft. er 
super in area per ft. sup. 6 4 
lj in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described .. tas ” 8 6 


Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3in. Rubbed, weathered, ee and 


stooled cills ay si iu ... perft.cube3 1 ? 
12 in. x 6 in. do. " do. Sus a 2 4 3 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated _—... te ooo 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping ie 2 5 6 
14in. x 6in. do. do. x z 1° 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ° . 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes.. «we per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STONE—continued 
fs & 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, regia egy 4 rendered brickwork . .-per ft. cube 2 6 
Do. fair one —- se - faced 
brickwork Los ie “de ie 8 eS 
Hard York— 
i2in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 
14 in. x3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front -per ft. cube ee ie 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, “rubbed top ‘and front és 116 9 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 6 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 2 11 9 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French cagnieg Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district si 27 0. 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district oA pak fis 41 6 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... ae 5417 6 
Hand-made 104 x 6 tiles Berkshire district se cea 12 8 0 
Machine-made 104 x Staffordshire district ... anes 12 10 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. eas wi 1 6 6 
Machine-made oa ant Valley tiles do. pas ans 6:3 
Concrete tiles 1 aan at ‘iin ee ie Se 
do. wb «Os. (49S) .. on 17 15 0 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1 000 actual. 
24 12 ee 96 19 3 
22 x 12 83 0 0 
22 x il 75 0 6 
20 x 12 1, me 
20 x 10 65 18 0 
18 x 10 48 17 9 
18 x 9 43 15 0 
16 x 10 42 18 3 
16 x 8 33 13 3 
Nore. —Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality ies ..Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £130 
Carcassing quality ... do. i £95 to £105 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. a £110 0 0 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany— African S.E. oe do. per ft. cube BE Sk 
do. Honduras do. ne do. ‘i 215 0 
Oak European do. ah do. it 117 6 
do. Japanese do. suid do. id 115 0 
do. English Logs sawn do. es a8 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. od 3 0 0 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. on | ee ek 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. rm .. each 112 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. oka ai pa pa 113 0 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ai ae ~ ws 114 6 
2 ft. 9in. x 6 ft. whee i tr ve é 116 9 
2 in. ~ but top panel o Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ie eas re a 210 6 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. ci ee fee Bie oe 213 6 
2 in. 2 Panel, top panel o = Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. aut See ies ES a: 229 
; ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in, ane oe hive “i | Oe ae 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
| in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. O in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) ‘ per yd ee 
1} in. do. (67 yds.tol ton)... fe ne 7 4 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to l ton)... as vs 8 114 
24 in. do. (45 yds. tolton)... ie os 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. tol ton)... mee 11 54 
Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
+ in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
per 100 sq. ft. a2 6 
$ in. Hardboard do. jibe sh oe fe “ : oe oe 
fs in. do. do. ae 4 2% 
4 in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets ...per yd. sup. 2 11 
Roofing Felt, I-ply ... sa dail gee Bs 1 6 
do 2-ply & pat ‘on si je ap 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs... ee ike .. per 4 cwt. 5 00 
pearl isi nai iets - * > ee ae 
( roid “Glue ies 7 aie 28 Ib. a3 2 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up ‘(a- ton lots) perton 5915 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) percwt. 213 6 
METALS Stee. Jorsts, Etc. 
Hasis Joists— 
6 in. x Sin., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6in., 
12 in. x 6 in. sie cut to _—— delivered London 
area aie perton 3610 0 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. x 14 in. ote *” 310 90 
3 in. eet e~ 4 in. x 3in., 5 in. % 2p in. “ae ‘ia 2:8 
4in. x 1 ie a tee ‘- 300 
4¢ in. x se 24 in. x 7 in. si oe pee oi 200 
Sin. x 3 in., 22 in. x 7 in. sik ee ive * 1 0 0 
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sia 3 {io % 
in. < 3 in. a pie a we ‘ ton 
PA a ae ea pa ee 2 5 0 { 
10 in. x ine Wins 8 Ok eee is 0 ey 
Sin. x 44in, 6in. x 4hin., Tin. x 34 in. He 
Tin. x4in, 8in. x 4in, Qin. x 4in, # 
10in. x Sin, Win. x 8in, 12in. x 8in, 
13 in. x 5 in., i4in. x Siin, I4in. x6in. >} ,, 1 0 
14 in. x 8 in., 1Sin. x 5im., 15 in. x 6 in. 
16in. x 6in.,  I6in. xX 8in,  18im. x 6in., 
18in. x 7in, 18in. x 8in, Win. x 64 in., . 
20 in. x 74 in. st me md seid 
Steel angles average pei price sedis bag 2 Spee tech og tak os 
Steel tees avera oS he ee eer 
Fabricated wo end London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted a pe a ee 
Compound girders... ee Be bee ae ie 36656(«0 
Stanchions _... ee a eH sia « oe 
Compound stanchions _ mate Be « O2226 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins il ce gh 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 


Stock ¢ in. om. and upwards... 3% 12 6 
4 in. diam. ‘ as bis Fr per ton extra 3 12 0 
# in. do. be wat Se sis el o 217 0 
# in. do. a iad et; bi ee pee Pe 22 9 
4 in. do. ay ae eat eg aoe ae ma 1790 


Mitp Sree. Tuses. 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittin List prices and ros. discounts : 


Galvanised Tube— W.L. ittings Fittings 

nk a ee + as ate 

ass + 64% 6? Malleable List —40% + 35% 

ClassC + 2° Heavy + 264% 

ay, ‘iis 
assA — 244% : 
Clas B % Light + 64% > 
Pe med i Heavy + 1342 ?Malleable List — 40% 
C.l. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths St 
Gutters Nozzles E 
3 in. ‘ies as ee eae «. 3f- 2/8 /9 
34 in. ome Le ae Pa ia? 2/11 /9 
4 in. Es i sey ne Oe 3/3 1/2 
4} in. i ee eae aa «. 4/74 3/7 1/5 
5 in. ae ce she cia aun ee 3/il 1/7 
C.1L.0.G. Gutters 
3 in. vais dae waa aes <> ee 3/6 fil 
ce ern Ste no Wee ae gpa etre es 3/6 1/2 
4 in. ies ed os ee EBs 3/7 1/5 
44 in. ae fait a ie ED.’ 4/2 1/7 
5 in. oe wt ak nae a ae 4/10 1/10 
C.1. RAIN-WATER Pipes 
Per yd. in 6-ft. sees Pipe Bends Branches 
2 in. : ae: em cons 3/3 4/8 
24 in. sa ee es sce ee 3/7 5/7 
3 in. ne ee dite RY <a 4/7 6/10 
34 in. om pase et ae ora * f- 5/5 7T/iu 
4 in. RE poe Pe a oe 6/7 9/6 
L. LCC. Coatep Som Pipes 

2 in. pace Ree 7/3 5/7 6/10 
24 in. ih es i is seh 7/84 6/3 8/6 
3 in. ie ae a ss na: * 6/10 10/2 
34 in. a ae BS aes es a 8/6 11/10 
4 in. .- 11/04 9/6 13/7 


s for under 3 cwt. lot 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pi 
fs wt ay 1, 1952, plus 5% and 


only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated 


tonnage allowance. 4-ton. lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 24 per cent. ; 
L.C.C. Coated DRAIN Pires. 
In 9-fts. 
cwt. ¥ a Ib. Bends Branches 
4 in. Mae 1 wae 17 atte 13/8 24/1 
6 in. has sia paca? 0 1 29/4 28/5 49/3 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS. 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


2 in. 24 in. 3 in. ty 
Pi 6-ft. lengths ryd. 3/6 3/9 4/6 - 
+ ama ss + # ae? 2/3 2/6 3/- 4/- 
Single Branches . is ‘i 3/6 4/3 5/- T/- 
Bends square or obtuse __,, 2/9 4 bn Ye 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. ,, - 
6 do. Py Ay 0. . ae 3/- 3/6 4/6 6/- 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS. 
4 in. bh a SA 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/3 / 2 
Drop ends ‘e each 2/3 2/4 2/7 3/3 
po he les p 2/8 3) P 3/7" 43 
Union =". Pies 1/7 1/1 2/3 
Aspesros HALF-RoUND GUTTERS AND Firrinas 
3 in. 4in. Fic aa + 
6-ft. mate r . 2/4 2/9 
fos a Sth ” ‘a 2/- 2/3 2/6 2/9 4/- 
Stopends... aa tae /8 /9 /10 /il i/i 
Angles set (eee a as ze to ps 
Nozzles nee /- 73 1710 


Unies Clee... lw fi f- i/t 
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Metals—continued ee “oe PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
er ton basis Delivered London area. 
a rer Ceiling Distemper ... Ba es ‘ie + per cwt. r 1 : 
a Iron—Staffordshire _— sane seigciane! 39 0 0 Washable Distemper fee ie us om - 512 0 
i Mild Steel Bars ces | oS + Pergal 215 0 
: Mild Steel Hoops a4 % 19 0 Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. “drums) per cwt. 311 0 
4 Ex Merchant’s : LEAD PRODUCTS AND OiLs. 
E Stock per ton Ground White Lead 5 cwt. casks per cwt. e 29 
Two-ton lots 1 cwt. kegs 8 9 0 T 
eed Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal lots in 1 Teal. tins per gal. 218 0 Abe 
Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. ~*~ «-» per cwt. 615 3 on 
20 gauge as as we = ee .. 4419 0 Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg . sd 219 9 ye 
wz gauge ee os es Sa we ae ee toe ee Size XD quality, 28 Ib. . one per tin 9 0 Acc 
26 gauge means Ae Me 14 °0 Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra per gal. 18 6 Ad 
Galvanised Corrugated st sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) — do. gia a ma 18 11 Ald 
20 gauge ove 5217 6 SUNDRIES. “ 
; 24 = a 54 17 6 Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra oe ve oe Aln 
1 26 ga 57 12 6 do. do. (40gal.drum) do “oe * 4 94 Alt 
f: Gabvanlees Flat sheets C.R. and Cin Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans), Exterior atk be 6 6 Am 
TB: 20 gauge wits ns oe i a SET © Creosote (40 gal. barrels) . : wi pee 2 0 yw 
24 ee ie a ot Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) is per ib. 1 6 pe 
26 ga 58 12 6 White Lining Paper “a pigs va per piece i 7 
Metal ‘Windows x Standard Metal Windows, ‘B.S. 940. Prices on 
application Britis eta indow Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLumBeRS’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. VARNISHES, ete. Ast 
Delivered in London area Delivered London area. : . 
M.O.H. Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ... ins .-. per gal. 112 6 = 
All per doz. sin. fin. lin. Ifin. 1hin. 2 in. Oak Pale Copal do. ne ‘ii Boo a“ 115 0 Ast 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch Hard Drying Oak for Inside ea Pea Hic ‘ia 117 6 Ast 
head for iron soo 78/- 1253/9 Crystal Paper Varnish do. ia ive axe a 115 0 As! 
Toilet bib cocks for iron .. 105/8 143/4 Eggshell Flat Varnish do. wee ave ae ” 226 Asi 
Screw down stop cocks foriron 67/1 109/— 183/5 372/6 496/6 1775/2 Finest Carriage Varnish ... ins eos eo ” 210 0 s 
do. withtwounionsforlead 97/3 155/6 291/9 397/4 611/4 1039/4 Front Door Varnish so bein wae isla * 117 6 re 
Double nut boiler screws . 16/8 24/2 41/6 44/6 55/4 72/2 Japan Gold Size... vas tes she ae ‘i 110 0 Ay’ 
Eee Croydon ball valves ... 183/- 278/- 363/- 660/- 840/- Black Japan we sn ise pe “e me i398 Ba; 
rs’ union brass soci to Brunswick Black ... a oe Be ‘a a 100 Bal 
i : vis ; 21/5 27/7 37/1 S8/1 78/3 136/2 Berlin Black he cas sia aN ae ‘i ae Ba: 
Ijin. I4in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. Terebene writ oka ae + Ree Bee Bai 
Caps and screws 27/10 33/5 50/- 100/- 108/4 134/5 Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) ssa teh sas ~ 200 Ba 
Brass sleeves i 29/3 39/- 55/7 70/2 73/2 French and Brush Polish (do.) ... ae sas BS ee = 
14 x 6lb. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 7lb. 3 x 7Ib. Ba 
Lead P. trap with —_ Aepsete GLASS 
screws oc. GBS6 75/6 121/- 184/3 Deli dL Ba 
Lead ' S. trap és. 73/- 91/- 149/- 245/ ivered London area. Per “be a Be 
say : ie o oe per Ib. 4 — 18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes. 5} = 
Blow oi ven ite bas eee aes Ene wae rte 2402. ” ” ” i de hs 7 Ba 
Blow 0 eng oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” ” 1 ” Ba 
Copper Sabes BSS6 59/1944} on the basic price of 324d. per Ib. plus gauge ” ” ” ” Be 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum er plus . + in. ‘Rolied Plate. ? Be 
Sxtre fs in. and } in. Rough Cast 5A as ca, iI Be 
d. + in. Eiguced Rolled and Cathedral, “Standard patterns : 3 = 
in. x 19 gau ah 5 - : ite ose nae sue iow 
too = at Total per Ib. 474 | do. Standard Tints ee Hs 
lin xis |. 124 Bee it ne 444 do. Special Tints ‘ ews eo ose dec HE Sse Be 
ldin. x 18 il; : . 44 + in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Be 
Ibin. x 18 |, Te haga 44 Reedlyte and Luminating ea eine a ee ee - 
2° in. x 17 134 = ” 454 4 in. Wired Cast . wns ae Be 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £s. d + in. Georgian Wired Cast ik Be 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras .. -. perton 33510 0 Hollow Glass Blocks— Each Be 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards .. per cwt 619 6 P.B2 5 x $ x 3 ia. 29 Be 
do. 12 gauge do. me 6473 P33 °F x 3 4° 2 . 
Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and manufactur- P.B.32 7 x 3$i ag .- 2 Bi 
ing extras... oe per Ib. 2 2 Radiused Socee senerad to match uP \ ‘with— Bi 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPES PB2 ... ss 3 - 
Basis cna? in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London P.B.3_ ... : Br 
or Home Counties. P.B.32 .. ote ey oP e? - 
Soggy in. Polished Plate Glass, lity— Per ft. super 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} lb. substance and upwards perton 131 0 0 +i In plates not exceeding 6 G.Q y- “eal pee aE 3 7 - 
Lead Water Pipe in coils” aa aa Te op ea ‘ 5 ft. sup. 4 5 Bi 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2in. to 4in. dia. _.. a 133 15 0 Se ” 45 ft. sup. : ae b 
do. over 4 in. dia. 4 me ‘<i 135 15 0 5 “ ” 100 ft. sup. 5 6 B 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. i ie 133 15 0 Aer ee ” i B 
Extras over Basis for quantities under | ton 3 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- -- 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton an a per cwt. 2 0 ing 100 ft. sup. or 96 in. high or 160 in. wide. Bi 
eas ar OE ai an a ee 1s 4 0 G.G. quality— 8 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ae es 6 0 Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one wr B. 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. or 135 in. both ways . ae wen ee 5 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., orditto  ... we es RS Be B 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto ... one -- 16 0 . 
extra according to current trade schedule. Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on a plication. B 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £85 10s. Od. per —— other than 3 in. Polished Plate at B 
ton rece at buyer’s works. Special Prices. 5 
PLASTER, papa Pome Ria ne ane Sundry Glass. P 4 B 
4 ollowing prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one + 
— Pink in 1-ton loads ag over — on Site per ton : : ms pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. s 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ons 2 ee Minimum Per ft. super. B 
do. Fine do. do. ae os 713 0 Description of Glass. quantity. s. ‘g B 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton sggat iia as ae a 614 6 18 oz. sheet O0.Q. ... B 
Hydrated Lime do. re ee eet ae 4.6 13 Sy 2,000 $4 : 
Lump Lime do. ns ‘ 416 6 eae 2,000 74 B 
White Keen's or Parian Cement i in I-ton loads... - 919 6 32 oz. ,, sie i she sae ac oe 94 f 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads sted = 914 3 + in. Rolled Plate . 1,000 7} E 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads gis pp ie a ¢in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard t 
Hair per cwt 417 6 Patterns, White ... 1,000 7 , 
Gypsum Plaster Lath ‘or Base Board qi in. thick 600 tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “Hammerstripe 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 2 Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte 53 . 1,000 1 
Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to ts in. and 3 in. Rolled Plate or Rough — 2,000 9 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 bas ane over in one paemeery 4 in. Wired Cast, Hexa nent ae 2,000 ilt 
wei: i 2 6 + in. Georgian Wired 2,000 il} 
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“THE BUILDER 





CURRENT- RATES OF WAGES 





e AS FROM FEBRUARY 2, 1953. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


Town. Grade 
ADETAVOD .......0ccereerereeseces A 
Aberdare ....ccrcccccoesvecsnsees A 
ADErZAVeNNY ...ceereccereeeses A 
AbDINgdON ....cccceeeescsaserer A2 
ACCTINZTON ....ccccccececceverss A 
AGAIESOME 2... cccccccsscnceses A 
Rideburgh 200i ccccosesccscsenss A2 
Aldershot District ..........++ A2 
Alfreton U.Durnsscccctsvcsestes A 
Alantick ....<ispestadtinctantaden 
Altrincham .....scccccssscneeses A 
Arable «.cccccssccsenenpsscconsees Al 
Amersham ......<scccecseceeess Al 
Ammanford ....ccccovssscviertes A 
ANDOVER ...0csvectscccasedveeces A2 
AIGIOAGNY «0. ccvcccsscentaccosages A2 
— oancoisédeeeetbcaadavhues A2 

necckavancyastiedaatne A2 
Aabby-do: la-Zouch U.D....A 
Ashby Woulds U. DeveesenniA 





Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)...... A 
penne Gtilnidelssialinpaeicas 


Aen eee eeeneeeeeneeses 





aintree Al 
Breconshire, County of.. -TA2 
Brent Knoll o.oo... .cccceccees A2 
Bre wh... saeecddibewediarsdien A 
Bric! SGIOR wiccasuscdakuatenshan A 
Brie GOd ins. scsacsiscstininuaih A 
Wr ighOUe® a cscsccccsotasiniss cds sud 
rigtOn | so. cicncsneccicii bin A 
BIOL os vsninsasccmuastenntial A 
Br MISCRINT «sennisaineindicin ons A2 
omsgrove U.D............. A 
TOUGD ....ccvsesdinisilulicussiees A 
Br —— (Cheshire) ...... A 
ELOY « cnnicagnibiieleanediaicn A 


Wane RATES. 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification. 


A Al A2 A3 

















Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 3 








or Birkenhead, Li orn cong ~. 7? spam 
Craftsmen, 38a Labourers, 3s. 
Joiners 
all districts 
carry out work other than craft processes, 


no IPI Fede « oF 
. 3d. per hour. 








+ Plus 2d. ae S 








CC ane ae 8d.; Labourers, 3s. 24d. In the case of London the ra 
ie re t This is the County rate and applies exce: 


sariats vexeivo 26 per day Tool Allowances. 


bee tie aes of oe women engaged in 


' Craftsmen ... 3/63 3/6 3/54 3/5 
Labourers ... 3/1 3/0} 3/0 2/114 
Town. Grade. Town, Grade. Town Gr 
SEP EEET LOE SO A2 Felixstowe .. Loxton .. “ai 
+ omg -on-Crouch ...... A2 Filey U.D. . Luton 
WOME Neknwitsoskcnidoecokde be A Fleetwood i yneham 

Burton-on-Trent Rate, waesicl A | Rae | a ea 

PRED ASAT, Rae oe | Folkestone .. | Maidenhead 
Bury Si. Edmunds............ Al Frinton ........ | Maidst 
nL RCE LE LAE SOD A PE sen cbkc Ne ancssatocucas i Maley 
Byfleet .......00-eecereereeees Al Gainsborough U.D. ........A | Maldon (Essex) 
Calder Valley ..........0.2.-00. A oS TEaS Tene A Malven U.D...........0000 Al 
CN isms A ae (Kent)............ Al | Manchester ..................... A 
oS i) eee Fes eR A Manningtree ................+. Al 
eee RR A2 yom saatbcipstindiadininaas A Mansfield M.B. ............... A 
7 gk HROS IGE ER aii aes A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of tA2 a - deinanadeakstibehaudibinvesitics A2 
Cardiganshire, County of tA2 Godalming ..................-- A2 REE A2 
RID i gdkedd ki cecahdiitinnsdsoeo’ A <2 BERGE A Market Harborough U.D. A 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 IIE Soars cide danas tndedoance A POE «cc incsncnatenituiane 
Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of [A3 Grantham M.B.........;...... A nn LE: Ee Al 
Carnforth ..... A Gravesend  ........ccicccccseee: A Melksham ods 
Castleford a Great Yarmouth ............... A Meiton Constable 
CAI aici issn ag Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U 
Chapel-en-le-Frith . ciel Grimsby R.D. er pe Merthyr 
Charmy Down .... = | Guildford District ; 
Chatham & District .. Al Guilsborough.. 
Soee a. A saan R.D A Guiseley .......... 

msford .. A Halesowen M.B................ 
Cheltenham A REE: rn 
Chepstow Al | ER 
Chertsey A (OS RRR, 
Chester .......... A IO Sid incgisbing cata peaecgtedipscncba 
Chesterfield M.B.. A enn PONCE SE MEE 
Chesterfield R.D.. A ON isis svevcncistedouce 
Chester-le-Street U.D A TS ER LEI 
Chichester .............. -A2 OS ERA 


Fe ekddedaitaneth A + samedi 
ET NY ERE RNa eee Al Huntingdon (Staffs) .........A : ” Soke .........Al 
Crowborough ............... A2 neat ATS ee eros wt 
i alg ae A2 | Ingatestone ood | Pontefract osc 
Dalton-in-Furness abetting be A PIII siscusvvine desséieiers A Ponty District ......... A 
Ise 0 of Sheppey .........--.--- “ Portishead ....-...-000000200-- A 
een eeeereecesoeees Po and my PGES | 

ibe of Vick .................. a) ee 
DORI TER vaccnccecsccasee<s A — REED sciubnadvicdendebte = 

OTR cedccccesccereescescsess. 
> ~ iacrammmnomeer Gl by —” Pteaermnnraac sn A 
Kenilworth U.D. ............ A Pulborough.........0.0.-+000++« A2 
Kettering M.B. ............... A Radnorshire, County of {A2 
MII © potnsincisssescusicos A RRAMINGIES  onciccscosccesescems A2 
Kidderminster M.B. ......... A Ie A 
King’s — sertedseareeriesen “ par me sishainetinibactidininlces re 
Dorset, Couniy of except. | Kinesearmeett nnn | Ream UB A 
Winter, AD a2 | Kirkhem A | Redhill and Reigate ......... A 
, RIGOR - savcrcccorecessonsvsaces A3 
Pimale  . ccccccccssessscscnnne A 
csleiengusiaegiaan Al 
sascibdesidhelanitl A 
Lea Rugby MB. ........c.<+es0e0 xy 
Leeds Saffron Walden ...........--.- A2 

i St Albans se OR 

Eastbourne i it ER 5 eiadctninanonent 
Letchworth .....c000000-0--- Al I i eases tal A2 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val.......... A TOD: - iccnennsonnsesonstbinaes A2 Salisbury City.......-...-.- A2 
East Grinstead District...A2 | fichfield M.B A | Selebury Plain ............ A2 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D....... A REO co viciccnkscasciae A Sawbridgeworth ............... A 
Ebbw Vale & District......... A | Lite oS BRUNE A2 | Sexmundham .............. A2 
Edenbridge  .......--.0.-+0-+ A2 Li TF pdsinapbeddsibebadehdees ° Scarborough A 
SS A2 Liandudno ................00-. Al AMIE a. <s<osseovtonios A 
EPPING «...-rereresveerenereevenes A UI alae sedan 8 ge RRR A 
EXCHOr .....sseeeereesrecvesnneee A TRUM 2. cisadcth ch cnsindceoe ‘ SevENOAKS ....0cccccceeceeeese Al 
NOI nuricinesiewsiniide A2 Long Eaton ......--.0.:.0---A | IOOTMESS «2000-00 e 2 eeenenee 2 
IED i icedeserecicninace A2 gh M.B.......... A Sheffield .........0.-+--+0-+-+ A 
EINE .nerssncheccssonsecest+s A RAE IS i tibnnnsdconavesss A2 | Shipley ..........-..--.000-++- A 
POSIIIEE sinikiencidiecrioneses A2 DE i inn ivdis dun cncntwigs A Shoeburyness A 








| 


| 
; 


| 


- Town. Grade. 

Jcaviaitanituatiahued A 
Shrewsbury M.B. ............ A 
oe “i ipempaesemeaoan = 

A A 
Skipton U.D i A 
Seaford U.D.. .......0.ccc00d A2 
Smet tA 


Spalding U.D. ............... 
Staff RTE: A 
ite histibienialnihtgiaaniakainaled A 
Stamford M.B. ............... Al 
Stantonwick — ..........c0.s0<0+ A 
EES ET A 
MOI 5 ccnaniciloousiiusic A 
Stockiom B.D. .......csecces A 
Stockton-on-Tees ........... A 
| erp al ie CAG ecutnesin A 











Peeerriiie Sitti eer rer 


A cleapaupnniiocsietes A2 
muneenaiioonpgetaneed A 
edjsiananiisineieiea A 

sbhapandnageeiedin _ 

Jepnpodanddasagaseceentt A 
snuhsarentadl Ai 
<spaadaggentinesioopnensrontant A 
SEINE yenssarsecnesior 
as... “A 
Wellington U.D. ............... A 
Wells (Norfolk) ............ as 
Welwyn Gar. City ............ 
= Bromwich C.B. ......... A 
Westcliff RIES aiicinadeontoied A 
Westerham — .........-00s.ce0+ i 
Weston-super-Mare ......... Al 
Weybridge  ...2......0c-crcseees A 
Weymouth one cececcceeeveee 7 
Whitby U.D. ........0.....-«+ 
Whitstable and District oh 
GOREN sintccckenssrcinareesien 
WINES ......2.000ececerceneareee A 
ONIN 0. ie icheseninapurgbennnel 
WUD saccdedccsccescossecotes A2 
Willi oy culdnnanijesiiindernnadiiie A 
I iiss cininnasecsinionting _ 
Wilts. Cuny OU iccintes tA2 
Winchester  .......---ceeeees- 4 
Wi dit caunahoubiien 


Wrexham (incl. 

Wroughton .. 
WAG 220... 220. .rcceercecceseres 
Wymondham .........<.-+++<06 


York 





te beyond the 12-mile radius is:— 
pt where higher grades are stated. 


craft processes is 2s. 7d. per hour. Women introduced to 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 400 
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Restoring Village Architecture 


A SURVEY of all vacant sites in villages 

and landward towns in Ayrshire is 
being made with a view to conserving 
agricultural land and restoring traditional 
Scottish village style architecture. The 
survey has been designed by Ayrshire’s 
director of housing, Mr. R. G. Lindsay, who 
is already widely known as the designer of 
a non-traditional house, which was given 
his name and has been built extensively in 
Ayrshire. 

The village architecture of Scotland of 
the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries 
is recognised to have desirable features and 
the disappearance of this style would, it is 
thought, be a national loss. Much property 
of this date, however, is dilapidating and 
where houses are demolished gaps are left. 
The intention of Mr. Lindsay is to fill the 
gaps by building houses of two and a half 
storeys high to match the style of the old 
and still useful properties that give a sturdily 
homely look to so many village streets. 

Cleared sites in the villages generally have 
all the services of water drainage, gas or 
electricity mains at hand. Where new sites 
would have to be found there would still be 
a saving in land and in the cost of roads, 
parapet walls, and footpaths by building up 
rather than out. The conserving of land in 
a populous county where farming is highly 
developed is considered of priority 
importance. 

This return to higher houses is thought 
to be a workable compromise between 
spreading over valuable farmland and 
putting people into tall flats. The new type 
of houses can be built in terraces and on 
flat or sloping ground. Construction is in 
brick and roughcast with artificial stone 
facings round the doors, and slated roof. 
The use of slates in these times is something 
of a luxury and will be dependent on the 
price. 

Four families can be accommodated; two 
in two-room houses on the ground floor; the 
others in two four-room houses which 
occupy the first floor and roof space. There 
is a common entrance, and a stair to the 
first-floor house, each of which has a stair 
to the bedrooms in the roof which are lit 
by dormer windows. The elevation of the 
building and design of the windows can be 
varied to suit the style of adjoining houses. 
On level sites bay windows are introduced 
at intervals as features. 


Mr. Lindsay has already given housing 


in the rural areas a distinctive appearance 
with agricultural cottages of a storey and 
a half, again making use of the roof space 
to provide bedrooms with dormer windows. 
The construction is again brick and rough- 
cast with rustic brick facings and dark red 
tiled roof. Colonies of these houses have 
been merged successfully with the older stone 
houses as at Barr, and with the houses of 
the mining commupity at Muirkirk. 


Stirling’s Historic Houses 


THE NEED for special ‘treatment of build- 
ings of architectural and historic interest in 
the proposed clearance of sites for future 
housing developments in Stirling is made in 
a letter to the town council from the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland. 

The three sites scheduled for clearance are 
Cowane-street, Baker-street, Bow-street, and 


St. John-street and the main street of St. 


Ninians. While the Department were of 


the opinion that all three sites are suitable 
for redevelopment they felt that the Baker- 
street and St. Ninians sites needed to be 


treated with great care, and the buildings of 


architectural and historic interest merited 
special attention and treatment. 

The Department suggested that in carrying 
out any redevelopment of the Baker-street 
area, including Broad-street, every effort 
should be made to preserve such of the 
buildings as were capable of being recon- 
ditioned instead of making a complete clear- 
ance, The Department felt that it was 
possible to do this without either sacrificing 


modern housing standards, or reducing the, 


amount of housing that could be provided 
in the area. 

The Town Councii has decided, as a first 
step, to ask the National Trust to give 
advice, and to suggest a specialist architect 
who would prepare a report showing what 
buildings could be preserved and recondi- 
tioned for housing, and the total estimated 
cost of carrying: out the work. 


New Glasgow Washhouse 

GLASGOW CORPORATION is to build a new 
public washhouse to replace the house 
damaged in the war years. Cost is given as 
£90,000, of which £35,000 is for heating, 
ventilating, hot-water and boiler plant. It 
is anticipated that more mechanisation will 
be used in the new house than in previous 
Glasgow washhouses, while officials have 
been studying layout in English centres to 
give guidance on the future of the service 
in the light of developments elsewhere. 


Control of Businesses 


EDINBURGH TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE is 
to inquire into the possibility of obtaining 
special powers to control the type of busi- 








ENTOKIL 


FLUIDS 





FOR 


WOODWORM 
ano DRY ROT 


For Woodworm Control use Rentokil Timber Fluid 
A, B or C. Prices: A 27/6 gall., 15/- 4 gall. ; 
B and C 21/- gall., 12/6 4 gall. For Dry Rot and 
all Fungal attack use Rentokil Dry Rot Fluid. 
Prices: 21/--gall., 12/6 4 gall. For information 


and expert advice, call or write: The Woodworm and 
Dry Rot Sortve Oost. 8, 23 Bedford Sq.. London. W.C.1. 
Tel.: Langham 5455. 


Should the services of a specialist company be required 
to carry out the work under guarantee, our expert will 
call to give an estimate. 


RENTOKIL LTD., FETCHAM, LEATHERHEAD, 
SURREY. - Tel.: Leatherhead 4021/2. 
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BE cy 
SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
potowns are rates of 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 2. 1953, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, includ. 
ing the islands of Orkney, Shetland, ete. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 64d.; Labourers, 3s. 1d, 
For apprentices, the rates are : 
Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 

s. d. 

ee es 25 38 114 
AO ect ee 334 5t 11} 
3rd san ena 50 77 il 
4th sae ak 664 103 10} 
5th oad 75 116 105 


For female labour, the rates are : 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. 4, 


probationary period) ie ‘6 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) om os ee 











nesses to be established in Prince-street. 
Concern was expressed at a meeting of the 
committee at the number of “ multiple” 
stores in Princes-street, and the opinion was 
expressed that it would be unfortunate if 
their expansion went much further. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Buckie.—-Corporation to erect’ 100 houses from 
plans by their architects. 

Coatbridge.—Lanarkshire C.C. propose to ered 
a new Protestant school at Kirkwood. Plans will 
be prepared by William Watt (F). architect, County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. +e 

Edinburgh.—Warrant granted by Dean of Guild 
Court for the reconstruction of the tenament a 
2, Campbell’s-cl. in the Canongate at an est. 008 
of £10,000. The reconstruction is part of the Canop 
gate redeve ent scheme. . 

Warrants also granted to George Gibson & Co., 

td., for reconstruction of their office premises % 
65, Commercial-st., Leith, at a cost of £10,000, and 
to the trustees for Portobello Old and Regents. 
Parish Church for reconstruction of the existing 
church to form a hall at 21, Regent-st., Portobello, 
at a cost of £2,350. : 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and 
additions for Robert Brown, Ltd., at Kitbrenna 
st., Possilpark. The architects are Noad & Wallace 
(AA.), 278, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. i : 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for James Craig (Glas 
gow), Ltd., bakers and confectioners, for alterajons 
and additions at Victoria-rd.. The architects are 
Clarke, Bell and J: H. Craigie (F), 227, Bath-s., 
Glasgow. AS > 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for commercia: garage, 
also new buildings for storage purposes, 
erected at Jessie-st. The architects are Watson, 
Salmond & Gray (F), Central Station-bldgs., Unioh 
st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared and approved 
for a new school to be erected at Penilee ere | 
site, for which the architects are Sam Bunton 
Associates, 7, Somerset-pl., Charing Cross, Glace 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and 4 4 
tions, including new shop fronts, at 1 to 2 bee 
gate, 12 to 16, MacPherson-st., and also at 2 oat 
High-st.. the architects being the Estate recs 
ment of the British and Colonial Furniture 
Ltd., 8, ty ne “— neconstresiia® 

Glasgow.—Pians prepar or pcOnsU 
scheme at Agnes sec, sch. John MacNad (A), 
architect, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. _ wa 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for 4 new Ss mo 


to be erected at Barmuiloch. Plans to satay. vo 
by Will B. Wright & Kirkwood (F & A), ar” ? 
Carlton House, Dongias-st., Glasgow. — nitecte 

Greenock.—Plans in the hands of the se 
of the Allied Bakeries. Lid., Glasgow. ie apd 
of works to be carried out at the whoc' 17 
retail bakery buildings of W. G. MacAv-. ” 
Captain and Roxburgh-sts., Greenock. 


Kincardine.—County Council have acce’ pend 
extended scheme for the reconditioning 0° "4 
East Harbour at an estimated cost of £47.°" 
main feature of the scheme is the propos!’ 
struction of a mass concrete breakwater ¥ Br 
high rock for a length of 460 ft. at an e&™ 
cost of £44,250. 


Lanarkshire.—Pians to be prepared |" "ee 
housing scheme which the Scottish Specia’ 1’ 
Association. Ltd, will erect at Thormicle’s 
The architect is J. Austin Bent (A). 
Palmerston-pl., West End, Edinburgh. + 12 


Zeaiand.—Pians in hand for the erectie? | 
houses at Berwick The Council Archite 
Woodburn, Master of Works Office, Lerwics 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 
For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list 6ee previous issues. with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 


at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained : 


BUILDING 


MARCH 9. 

*+Birmingham T.C.—Erection of a police station 
and a pair of police houses at Packington-ave., 
Shard End. City E. & S§., Civic Centre, Birming- 
ham, 1 Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 10. 

*+Birmingham City.--Alterations to “ Wyddring- 
ton,” Church-rd., Edgbaston, for Judges’ Lodgings. 
City E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. : 

*tHeston and tsleworth B.C.—Restoration of 
Heston Park pavilion. B.E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by April 13. 

MARCH 11. 

*tHants Potice Auth.—Police house, Hurstbourne 

Tarrant, near Andover, County A., Winchester. 


Dep. £1 1s. 
MARCH 12. 
*?Tottenham B.C.—Nine dwellings on various 
sites. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 13. 


*tBucks ©.C.—Canteen, etc., Marlow C. of E 
Boys’ School, Wethered-rd., Marlow. County A. 
Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 10. 

MARCH 14. : 

‘South-Western Reg. Hosp. oeere.—aeoeee to 

Hospital. 


mortuary, Weston-super-Mare General 
M. O. Carter, Secretary, 27, Tyndalis Park-rd., 
Bristol, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 16. 
Barnard Castie R.D.C.—22 houses at Middleton- 


in-Teesdale. J. Lawton, architect, 45, Galgate. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 17. 
*+Blackburn B.C.—School, Shadsworth. B.E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 138. 

_Penybont R.D.C.—19 houses at Heol Fach housing 
site, North Coney. M. Matthews, surveyor, Peny- 
bont Offices, Coity-rd. Dep. 2£2 2s. 

Seaford U.D.C.—2 houses at Chyngton housing 
estate. C. Thompson, E. & S., Municipal-bidgs. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 19. 
Stratford-on-Avon R.D.C.—Ten houses at Clifford 
Chambers. E. Earp and Badger, architects, 
Scholars-la. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 20. 
U.D.C.—Eight shops with maison- 


“+H 
éites over, Batford estate. E. & 8. Dep. £1 1s. 
Tenders by April 27. 

Wolverton U.D.C.—38 houses at 


Stacey Hil! 
housing estate. E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
: MARCH 23. 
Montgomeryshire ©.C.—Extension to County 
re. Welshpool. County A., Welshpool. Dep. 
zs 2 


é MARCH %. 

Essex ©.C.—Pair of smaliholders’ houses, two 
cowhouses, ete., Barnston estate, near Dunmow. 
County Lang Agent and Valuer, 69, Duke-st., 
Oheimsford. 

Portstade-by-Sea U.D.C.—40 dwellings on Mile Oak 
(Valley) housing site, in two sections. G. Warr and 
King, 137, Albion-st., Southwick. Dep. £3 3s. 


a MARCH 25. 
“*Bucks C.0.—First ase College of Further 
Education, Wolverton. nty A., Aylesbury. Dep. 
*tBucks ©.C.—School, Bletchley. County A., 
Walton-st., Aylesbury. Dep. £5 68. 
MARCH 27. 


“New Windsor 8.0.44 flats. Manor Farm site. 
; Kipling-bidg., Alma-rd. , £2 2s. 
Nottingham City C.—Welfare clinic, Beaumont- 

*\ Sneinton. R. M. Finch, City E. & 8. Dep. £2. 

_ Richmond T.C.—Conversion of 42, Queen’s-rd. into 

Lire flats and one maisonette. B.E. & 8., Hotham 

Hoase, Heron-ct. Dep. £2 2s. 

.. > Ridis Jt. Ctte.—30 police houses at 

> thfeld-la., ‘Horbury. County A., Wakefield. 

, £2 2s. 

2. 


MARCH 
bs rhs City C.—Boiler house, Livingstone-rd. 


E. E. — City A. & Planning Officer, 
is 


: MARCH 30. 
$i Bethnal Green B,C.—16 flais and maisonettes, 
Siponst. Skinner, Bailey & Lubetkin, architects, 
18, Piccadilly, W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 


Bul -yd. Dep. £2 


“Berkshire C.C rection - 

-G.—Erection of sec. mod. sch. i 

Paringdon-rd., a County A., Witton 

House, Parkside-rd., ading. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 10. 


Abingdon T.C.—45 flats at Northcourt-rd. 
eae the Blanket Hall, Witney, Oxon. 


APRIL 13, 
“Shrewsbury B.C.—Three shops with maisonettes 
over on four sites. B.E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 
: APRIL 165. 
goon _ S-- Convenes of “‘ Marshfield,” 37, 
‘ark-<cres., Southport, into home for elderly people. 
City E. Dep. £1 Is. Fite " 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


° MARCH 11. 
+Maiden and Coombe B.C.—External decorations 
to properties. J. Apse, B.E. 
MARCH 13. 


F. Cox, 
Dep. 


*tNorwich City C.—Installation of gymnasium 
equipment, Bluebell-rd. school. City A. 
MARCH 16. 
“Ormskirk U.D.C.—Laying of approx. 1,900 sq. 


yds. of 4 in. thick plastic floor tile in 48 houses. 
S., Council Offices, Burscough-st., Ormskirk. 
MARCH 17. 
*tBurniey B.C.—Various trades for new Rosegrove 
county junior school. Kitson, Parish, Ledgard & 
Pyman, architects, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Vicar-la., 


Leeds, 1 
MARCH 121. 
Lees U.D.C.—B.S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 23. 
* King ston-upon- B.C.—External redecora- 
tion to 428 houses and 20 flats. B.S. 
*Leyton 8.C.—Redecoration and minor repairs, 


bath and buildings, High-rd. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 24. 
High Wycombe B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 
“iford B.C.—Repair and 


redecoration of 8, 
Richmond-rd. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Wimbledon 8.C.—Painting street lamp standards, 
etc. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 28 
MARCH 30. 
*Chesham U.D.C.—Exterior painting of 161 houses. 
W. B. Mitchell, E. & 8 Dep. £1 1s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 16. ; 
Acton B.C.—Surface dressing of highways in the 
borough, B.E. 











ROOFING 
MATERIALS 


All types of Roofing 
Materials are available 
for Immediate Delivery 
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SHEETS AND FITTINGS. 
ASBESTOS R/W GOODS. 
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_ Bridgwater B.C.—Roads and sewers on 
ne estate—extension No. 2. 


4 Hempstead R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Hyde Meadows housing site, Bovingdon. E. & ry 


Dep. £2 
Macolesfielg R.0.C.—Laying of 11,523 sq, yes. 
asbestos cement water mains. E. & 8. Dep. £3 i. 
Malthy U.DS.-—-Roads, soil and surface water 
sewers on the Cliff Hfils housing estate. E. & &.. 
Council Offices, Rotherham-rd., Maltay. Dep. 22 2s. 
MARCH 19. 

“East Riding €.C.—Development of fields, lawns 
and gardens, Cottingham County Sec. School. 

County A,, Beverley. 
MARCH 2. 

Manchester City C.—<(onstruction of sewage 
pumping station in connection with Nerthenden 
main drainage. City 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 21, 

Portsmouth City C.-Surface dressing 2,00 sq. 
yds. of carriageway. City E. : 

Welwyn City U.D.C.—Making wp of 
carriageways, footways, verges and open fore- 
courts on the housing scheme No. 4. E. & 8. 

Whitehaven 8.C.— ds and sewers at Valley 
housing scheme No. 2. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 2%. 

Mitford on —. gn a 
supplies in the parishes ering gham 
Whissonsett and North Eimham. W. erbert 
Bateman & Partners, consultant ineers, ax 
House, Bank Plain, Norwich, Neefolk. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wolverhampton C.B8. — Surface drewing of 
carriageways within the borough. B.E. 

MARCH %. : ; 

St. Thomas R.0.C.—Water main extensions in 
five pariahes E., 26, Southernhay East, Exeter. 

MARCH 26. 

*Luten B.6.—Roads and sewers and 2 houses, 

Hayhurst-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


the 
B.E. 


MARCH 23. 
Halt U.D.G.—-Street and sewer works a 
Manor House estate, Hultrd.. Aniaby. E. & &.. 


Anlaby House, Anlaby. Dep. £2 23. 
MARCH 31. 
. Albans R.D.C.—Approx. one mile sewers at 
Kinsbourne Green, Harpenden, C. Huskinson, en- 
gineer, 43, Upper Latimore-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 15. 

Knighton R.D.C.—Prestressed and reinforced con- 

crete reservoirs in connection with Teme 

Valley water supply scheme. Waliace Evans and 

Partners, co + engineers, 30, Stanwell-d., 
Penarth, Glamorgan. Dep. £5. 
NO DATE. 


enham 8.C.—Roads and sewers at Hesters- 
way development. B.B. Dep. £6 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 
Bermondsey.—F.1ts.—Bermondsey BA. have 
appointed Messrs. H. V. Ashley and Winton New- 
man, 3, Verulam-bidgs., Gray’s Ina, W.C.1, archi- 
tects for the provision of 54 flats in two bilecks 
and pram stores at Moodkee-st.; also for 74 flats 
in four blocks, with pram stores and lock-up shops, 


at Linsey-st. 

Groydon.—Fiats AnD Maisonerres.—Corporation 
are to erect 36 flats and 4 maisonettes at Duppas 
ted by Riches & 


Hili-ter. Plans are being p 
-bidgs., Gray's Inn, 


wo FA.RIBA, 6, Ray 
L.A, 

—Scuooikerrens’ Hovses.—Corporation 
are recommended to approve preliminary plans pre- 
pared by Boro’ Schools Architect for erection of 
schoolkeepers’ houses at the Fairchiides, John 
Newnham and Ashburton secondary schools, est. 
cost £6,000. : 
—Hovsine DeveLorment.—Messrs. H. V. 
Ashiey and Winton Newman, 3, Verulam-bidgs.. 
Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, have been appointed by Dept 
ford BL. as architects for the development of 
Sites No. 1 and 2, Evelyn-st., by the erection of 
1% dwellings and 12 shops. The same architects 
are preparing sketch plans for the erection af 40 
dwellings at Clyde-st. extension and for 3 dwell- 
ings on the Idonia-st. extensions. L.C.C. approva! 
has been given to all these schemes. This para- 
graph corrects the information given in our issue 
of February 27. 

Friern Barnet.—Hovusrs.—Area Plan. Com. granted 
permission to Day (Contractors), Ltd., 706, High 
rd., N.12, for erection of 18 houses at Netherlands- 
rd., New Barnet. a 

Friern Barnet.—Ameviaxce Deror.—UD.C. are 
recommended to approve the proposed erection by 
C.C. of an ambulance depot at Colney Hatch-ia., 
N.10, subject to certain conditions. 

HMorncohurch.—Hovses.—T.P. approval has been 
given to proposed erection of 33 houses ead garages 


by T. Bates & Son, Ltd., bidg. contrs., Chureh-rd., 
Harold Wood, at 1-33 on plan, Wingletyela., Horn- 
ae. _~Buyeatows —B.C. have approved 


amended plan of layout of new street and erection 
of 30 tm ot at Ford-close and Fordja., Rain 
ham, submitted by G. West & Co., LAd. 

Hornchurch. — Buxcaows. — Erection of three 
bungalows at 1/3 on plan, Clay Tye-ré., North 
Ockenden, proposed by W. S. Martin, “ Claynes, 
Clay Tye-rd., has received T.P approval. 














Hornohurch.—Dwei.inc Hovuses.—T.P. approval 
has been granted to proposals made by Roding De- 
velopment Co., Ltd., for the erection of seven dwell- 
ing houses at 9-11 and 4-12, Tawney-ave., four dwell- 
ing houses at Corbets Tey-rd., and three bungalows 
at 1/4 on plan, Parklagd-ave., Upminster. 

Hornchurch.—Hovses.—Erection of four houses at 
1/7, Ashvale-gdns., Cranham, by Stevens & Copsey, 
bidrs., 64a, Brentwood-rd., Romford, has been given 
T.P. approval. 

Hornchurch.—Hovses.—Amended plan for 26 
houses at 15-40, Lichfield-ter.. Cranham, submitted 
by Academy Electric Building Co. (1931), Ltd., 2, 
Burges-rd., E.6, has been mgpeeend by BA. 

4 .—Dwe.iines.—Proposed erection of 10 
dwellings in 36-56, Boscombe-ave. by F. Goff & 
Sons, ‘Ltd.. bidr., la. Atherton-rd., E.15, have been 
approved by T.P. Com. 

Southwark.—Scnoo..—L.C.C. Ed. Comm. recom- 
mend the rebuilding of St. Paul’s (formerly St. 
Alban’s) C.E. primary school on the enlarged site 
of the former Penrose school. 

Stepney.— Repevetorment.—Acquisition, clearance 
and partial redevelopment for housing purposes of 
the Mountmorres-rd. (Nos. 1-6) areas is recom- 
mended by LOM. Hsg. Com. Estimated cost is 
£280,000. 

Wandeworth.—Scuoo..—Approval has been given 
by LOL. Ed. Comm. to erection of a county 
primary schoo] with 280 places at Putney Vale at 
total est. cost of £63,280. Scheme is being prepared 
by L.C.C.’s architects. 

Wimbiedon.—Crvurcn Haii.—Ontline application 
has been submitted to corporation for permission 
* erect church hall on land at 106-108, Al| Saints’- 
rd. 

Wood Green.—Hovsinc.—B.E. has asked Vine 
and Vine, AA.RIBA, 12, Tudor-chbrs., Station-rd., 
N.22, to prepare the necessary drawings and plans 
in connection with the housing scheme at Bounds 
Green-rd, site. 

Woolwich.—-Dwettincs.—-B.E. has prepared plans 
for erection of 17 old people’s dwellings on site of 
64 and 6, Heavitree-rd. Hsg. Com. have approved 
the layout. 

Wootwich.—Pus.ic-novsr.—B.C. are to lease a site 
on Coldharbour estate to Meux’s Brewery Co., Ltd., 
Nine Elms-la., 8.W.8, for erection of a public-house. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Barneley.—T.C. to negotiate with Vernon Dunk, 
Barnsley, for erection of 100 houses at Athersley 
North estate? 

Blackburn._-E.C. approved stage 1, comprising 
engineering and textile laboratory of technica! 
college, £200,000 est. cost.—R.D.C. propose 
houses at Eccleshill, 23 at Mellor, eight aged per- 
sons’ bungalows at Mellor, four at Feniscowles, four 
at Billington and two at Balderstone. Plans 
by B.E. 

Bradford.—T.C. granted licences to the following 
for the erection of houses: 12, Bradford Building 
Co., It#d.; 10, W. North & Sons, Ltd., 267, Leeds-rd.. 
Idle ; eight, J. Walker, 42, Cecil-ter., Great Horton ; 
six, M. & V. Shackleton, Lid., Bradford; 12, .A. 
Shepherd & Sons, Lid., Clayton; two, Ashcroft 
Properties, Lid., 23, Grosvenor-rd.; two. Thomas 
Feather & Son, 14, Highfield-rd.. Idle; two, Hard 
York, Ltd., Fagiey Quarries, Eccles Hill. 

Brighton.—T.C. to build 63 dwellings (Section 5). 
69 dwellings (Section 6), and 54 dwellings (Section 
7) on the South Woodingdean estate, to cost £95.000. 
£103,000 and £82,000 (est.); four shops, with flats 
over and garages, on South Woodingdean estate. 
to cost £21,250 (est.); 29 terrace houses in nine 
blocks at Denton-dr. and Birchgrove-cres., Halling. 
bury, to cost £44,000 (est.); 60 three-storey flats ai 
Denton-ir., Hollingbury estate, site No. 5, to cost 
£88,000 (est.); 44 dwellings on Section 1 of the 
+ aly eaemetooes eState, to cost £65,%4 (est.). 


Bury.—Bury Brewery Co., Lid., propose erection 
of new hotel at Radcliffe-rd. setae 
erfield.—B.C. propose erection of flats at 
Pevensey and Old Whittington sites. 
tayton-le-Moors.—U.D.C. seek approval for erec- 
tion of new Town Hall, architect, T. A. Mawson 
& Son, Lancaster. 

Cockermouth.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospital 
Brd. proposes outpatients’ dept. at Cockermouth 
Cottage Hospital. 

Consett. —U D.C. to build 40 houses in Gloucester- 
rd.; and is also preparing plans for 566 houses in 
three years. Council A.. J J. Eltringham. Der- 
went-st., Blackhill. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose erection of Civic Theatre. 

Durham.—C.C. submitted to M.H. plans for first 
Stage of health centre at Peterlee, cost £25,000. 
Cty. A. is G. R. Claxjon. Court-la. 

Easington (Co. D ).—R.D.C. approved altera- 
tions to “ Hope and Anchor” Hotel. South Hetton, 
for W. B. Reid & Co., Lid.; 22 experimental houses 
at Peterlee, for Peterlee Dev. Corp.; five electricity 
substations for the North-Eastern Electricity Brd. 
at Dalten-le-Dale. New Seaham, Murton and 
Thornley. Loan sanction is being sought by R.D.C. 
for £67,963 for erection of houses at Wingate.— 
R.D.O. is reviving its scheme for construction of 
shops on housing estates at Easington, Horden, 
Marton, Thornley and Wheatley Hi!l.—Council’s 8. 
is R. R. Lomsden. 

Flint.—T.C. to prepare plans for 50 houses at 
Wern estate, Bagillt, and 20 at Flint Mountain. 

Gateshead.-M.H. approved layout plans sub- 


THE BUILDER 





“* THE BUILDER” PRICES 


BRASS TUBES 
The Brass and Copper Tube Association announce 
that in consequence of the fall in the market price 
of zinc on March 2, basis prices were reduced from 
midnight on that date as follows : 
Reduction Basis price 
Brass tubes aba «+ $d. perlb. = 253d. per Ib. 
Brazed brass tubes a... 4d. oe ee STRESS 
Drawn brass strip sections $d. so ie eee a 


LEAD PAINTS 


Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., announce 
the following revised basis prices which came into 
effect as from 8 a.m. on March 2: 


So ae, 
Genuine English dry white lead ... 138 0 0 
Genuine ground English white lead 159 5 0 
Genuine English white lead paint *218 0 
Genuine refined English red lead 122 0 0 
Genuine powdered English litharge 122 0 0 
Genuine English flake and ground flake 
litharge is wks ne ies ae 1D 
Genuine refined English orange lead 134 0 0 
Genuine refined English redleadinoil... 148 15 0 
Genuine English red lead Pt.BS 1011, 
Type 1 (i-gal.tins) ... ae ey 3 
English red lead Pt.BS 1011, Type 2 
(1 gal. tins) a Oe ekg ee ee 


*No change. 











mitted by WC. for proposed Carr Hill welfare 
centre, cost £11,000. Plans by Chief A. 

Kidsgrove—-U.D.C. propose erection of 216 houses 
at Whitehill. 

Leamington Spa.—Hobbs Transmission, Ltd., pro- 
pose factory at industrial estate, Architect, H. W. 
Wilson Wood, 57, The Parade, Leamington. 

Liverpool.—135 dwellings, 15 shops and 3% garages 
at Speke to be erected by J. Jones & Sons (Wooi- 
ton), Ltd., est. cost £242,498.—36 dwellings to be 
erected in Horrocks-ave. by Hibberts (Builders). 
Ltd., est. cost £54.805.—Netherton Bldg. & Const. 
Co., Ltd., to erect 24 flats, Bidder-st., £44,476. 

Nantwich._R.D.C. received approval for 5 
houses at Wistaston Green site, £67,820 est. cost. 

Newcastle.—Plans by City A. for second stage of 
Rutherford Technical College have been approved. 
-ity C. to be asked by Housing Com. to approve 
building of 1.462 multi-storey flats in Longbenton 
area. City A., G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—-B.C. propose estate of 
220 houses at Knutton Village —B.C. approved 
plans for “No Fines” houses at Crackley Bank, 
Chesterton, for Coal Industry Hsg. Assoc. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—U.D.C. received 
sanction for £59.18 for erection of 47 
South View, Annfield Plain. 

Sunderiand.—T.C. renewed its apptication to M.H. 
to proceed with £30,000 aged people’s hostel at 
Pennywell. H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton. 
rd., is B.A. 

Sundertand.—Corp. received sanction to build 
communa] centre on Springwe!!] estate, cost £50,000. 
Plans by Boro’ A.. H. C. Bishop, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Tow Law.—U.D.C. is planning erection of 100 
houses. 

Washington (Co. Durham).—U.D.C. Survevor,. 
T. E. Crowe, prepared draft layout plan for bus 


loan 
houses at 
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stn. on New Rows site.—Reg. Officer 
U.DL.'s proposed extension to Washington stp 
housing scheme.—U.D.C. seeking loan sanction for 
£126,066 for erec 94 houses at H Hi 
Contractors ate G. Wimpey & Oo., Lid, i 
House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Whitchurch, U.D ico contract 

age Smal! 

brook-rd. site. sapie: 


Wigan.—Proposed R.C. sec. mod. sch. at Spring. 
field. Architects, Weightman & Bullen, 76, Rodney. 


st., Liverpool. UDC on 
indermere.—-U/D.C, see an £300,000 
houses and 20 flats. é [" 
Workington.—B.C. received C.C. approval for % 
houses at Westfield. 


further 40 houses at is 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t. Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

4 pas accepted by H.M. Government Depart 
ments. 


Atherton.—Completion of shops and flats a 
Derby-st., for T.C.: “George Hodkinson, Atherton, 
£11,788, 

Ayoliffe.—(a) 178 dwellings and nine garages, 
and (b) four shops, four maisonettes, seven garages 
and convenience, for Development Corporation. (a) 
Needham, Thorp & White, York, architect; () 
G. A. Goldstraw (A.), Chief A., Aycliffe Develop 
ment Corp. Quantities by: (a) Turner & Ing, 
Darlington; (b) J. E. Myers, ARICS, Chief Quar 
tity S., Ayeliffe Development Corporation. (a): 
*Bell & Ridley. ‘Lid., 79a, North-rd., Durham, 
£262,067; (b) *Bell & Ridley, Ltd., £18,501. 

Barnsiey.—Houses at Athersley North estate, for 
T.C.: *Walter Dunk & Sons, Ltd., 72a, Eidonst., 
Barnsley, £208,198 (138); *Direct Labour, £10951 
(80). 

Baslow.—12 houses for Bakewell R.DC.: “J. H. 
Cartledge, Bakewell, £18,040. 

Bilin 


Tees—18 houses for UDL: 

*Siephen Coates, Ltd., Langbaurgh-pl., North 
Ormesby, Middlesbrough. 

Birkenhead.—Stage 1 of Fender prim. sch., for 


E.C.: *Morrison & Sons, Ltd., Grange-ter.. Liver- 
pool, £54,094. 

British Railways.—Contracts placed by Eastem 
Region :— ; ; : 

Provision of One Cincinnati, 56/72 Duplex Hydro- 
matic Milling Machine, Doncaster Carriage Works, 
Charles Churchill & Co., Ltd., Coventry-rd., South 
Yardley, Birmingham; Supply and delivery of com- 
ponents for a prefabricated store at Bury &. 
Edmunds station, Mayerete, Ltd. Parliament 
Mansions, Abbey Orchard-st., Westminster, S.W.1; 
Construction of offices, messroom and locker room 
at South Lynn Motive Power Depot, Hendry & 0o. 
(Builders), Ltd., 52a, South Clougha., King’s 
Lynn, Norfolk. : ee : 

Cardiff.—New county primary junior school, Cwrt- 
yr.-Ala, for City C. E. C. Roberts, MEng, MICE, 
City Surveyor, City Hall, Cardiff. Quantities by 


L. C. Patterson, ARIOS, 11, Cathedral-rd., Cardiff. 
P. L. Jeans & Co., 71, Moorland-rd., Car- 
diff iS af sae a ws ei ... £58,600 
S. N. Addicott, 10, Avondale-cres., Cardiff... 6,000 
H. J. Smith, 116, Cathays-ter.. Cardiff .. #8 
R. B. Fear, Lid., 1, Museum-pl., Cardiff .. 54,00 
W. H. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Western-ave., — 
Lianda®, Candifl... 5. es, 52,105 
A. N. Coles, Ltd., Harrowby-pl., Cardiff 51,98 
Cheshire.—Police houses for C.C. Three pairs, 


Gawsworth-rd., Macclesfield: *N. Burt, Congleton, 
£11,290; single house and office, Bollin-gr., Pres’ 
bury: *Gleave Bros., Bollington, £2,616. — 

Chesterfield.—Two pairs of houses and shops S 
the Newbold estate, for> T.C.: Heath, 
Chesterfield, £9,228. ce 
Crook.—Ambulance station for Durham A. 
Cty. A., G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham : *Reniet, 
Richardson & Co., Gosforth, Newcast!e-on-Tyt, 
£5. 


Srcten-Ateiike for C.B.:—40 flats at Duppa 


*Arthur 


Hill-ter.: *Siges & Chapman, Ltd., Purl oa, 
Croydon, £65,303; eight houses at Ritchie 1¢- sell 
eight at Macclesfield-rd./Albert-rd.: *R. Manse, 


Ltd., 19-25, Grant-rd., Croydon, £25,061 (a. © ubject 
to Ministry approval). : we subject 

Cumberland.—Erection of police houses, 5" ond 
to Home Office approval, for C.C. Six, Cede 
Moor: *Border Engineering Contractors, Lic... +” 


Queen-st., Whitehaven, £13,130; two, Millom. “Johe 
Leck & Son (Barrow), Ltd., Hindpool-rd., ~ engi 
in-Furness, £4,331; two, Egremont: *Bord:: me 
neering Contractors, Ltd., £4,314; two, > So) 


*Stdnley H. Pearson, West Green, Allonby, £57 
Erection of rural type police stations <u SO: 
dale: *E. C. Coleman, 42, South-st., Carlisic. bral . 
Castle Carrock: *Armstrong & Warwick ew 
ton, £2,616; Hallbankgate : *Armstrong & Wario 
Brampton, £2,601; Flimby: *William Eve. aad 
fields, Netherton, Maryport, £2,601; Piunpil.” 
*R. E. Reay, Brent House, Fell-la., Penrith. are 
Low Crosby and Thursby: *E. C. Coleman, ** 
and £2,472; Allonby: . 

B.C. -—24 dwe 


Dagenham.—Works for i m4 
Foxlands estate: *H. Webb (Builders). — 
flats 17 garauee 
R. Bryett, 


£36,801; six shops, £94,332 
ed -spersons* 


12 
Geuky bale. Nine | Felling’ 
»-— NIne i ~ 
Scissett, for U.D.C.: T Potter & Sons, O Milk 


ee $i 
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ia.. Barnsley, Yorks, £10,185 (subject to Ministry 


approval). 
D Yorks.—-10 houses and one block of four 
flats at Holmiey-la., for U.D.C.: *W. Redmile & 
sons, Ltd., 138, Alderson-rd., ‘Sheffield 2, £28,481 

(subject to Ministry approval).” 

Durham.—Additions to Shield Row Boys’ mod. 
ach.. for C.: *Thompson & Son (Chester-le-Street), 
Ltd. Chester-deStreet, £5,182; alterations and addi- 
tions to Walworth Castle residential seh., for C.C. 
G. R. Clayton, Cty. A.; Court-la., Durham: *L. W. 
Ryder, Ltd., Skinnergate, Darlington, £49,042. 

Forfarshire. —Works in connection with the 
Knoweiead housi scheme for Kurriemuir Cor- 
poration. Lowe Barrie (FF), architects, a 
st., Kirriemuir. Exeavation, brick, — 
allied works, *D. Anderson ‘& Sons, Lid irri 
muir, £17,084, Plumming, sanitary engineering 
and allied works, *J. J. Young, Kirriemuir, £4,501. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works, * William 
Hapler, Kirriemuir, £10,%1i. Glazing and allied 
works, *Lindsay Scott, Ltd., Dundee, £152. Slating 
and allied works, *James Kerr & Son, Lid., Kirrie- 
muir Electrical fittings, installation and allied 
works, “MacGowan and Guild, Ltd,, Perth, £1,168. 
Plaster, lathing and allied works, *D. Anderson & 
Sons, Ltd., Kirriemuir, £2,826. Grates and allied 
works, *Charles Lyon, Kirriemuir, £745. Fencing 
and allied works, *John F, Shepherd & Sons, Ltd., 
Brechin, £615. : 

uildford.—110 houses at Bushy Hill, Merrow. 
G A. Causey, AMICE, B.E. & 8. Quantities by 
F. W. Norris, ARICS: *E. Clarke & Son (Addie- 
stone), Lid., Addlestone, Surrey, £111.994 (86 
houses) ; *Purser & Co. (Hillingdon), Ltd., 43, 

Uxbridge-rd.,. Hillingdon, Middx, £32,101 (24 
houses). 

Harrogate.—24 single-bedroom flats at Grove 
House estate, for T.C.: *Baildon Development Co., 
Ltd... Harrogate, £25,702 (subject to Ministry 
approval). ; 

Holytown.—Erection of 46 houses at Sunneyside 
for Lanarkshire C.C._ Samuel MacColl (A), archi 
tect, County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 
“4. A. Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgew, 
£82.250 

Kirkburton, Yorks.—30 traditional houses at 
Shelley-la., for U.D.C.: *John Robinson & Son 
Huddersfield), Ltd., 140, Westbourne-rd., Marsh. 

Lanes.—_Two children’s homes and six police 
houses, Berwyn-ave.. Middleton, for C.C.: *James 
Hartley, Ltd., Cobham-st., Chadderton, Oldham 

Leek —Two bungalows at Challinor-ave. and 16 
houses at Har e estate, for U.D.C.: *Tideswell 
Bros.. Ltd., Brick Kiln-la., Basford, Stoke-on-Trent. 
£2,022 aml £23,419; 70 Cornish Unit non-traditional 
houses at Haregate estate: *Selleck Nicholis & Co., 
Latd., Hil! House. East Hill. St. Austell, Cornwall, 
£1091.377. 

Leicester.—Improvements to wards at General 
Hospital, for Reg. Hospital Brd.: *Chitham & Co., 
Ltd., Leicester. 

Leyten.—Two additional classrooms at Connanght- 
rd. sch., for B.C.: *Frank B. Dean (Loughton), 
Ltd.; £4,702. 

L.C.C.—Foundations and certain site works for 
extension to Holloway cty sec. sch. (Islington 


Nort h) —_— 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon, 

Surrey . £28,683 
Stewart & Partners, “Litd., St. Marylebone... 26,928 
Z Jarvis & Sons, Lid.: Westminster 26.213 

P. Roberts & Co., 1Ad., Holborn ... 25,557 
L avender, aeneiion, Ltd., Worcester Park, 

Surrey .. 2,510 
G. E. Wallis & & Sons, Ltd., Westminster ... 24,716 
Patman & Fotheri i pd. Islington 24,611 
J. Garrett & Son, alham ... . 24,123 
tas m Lovatt & Reg +o Westminster... 23,779 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Lid., Dagenham, 

E A 23,729 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £22,967. 


Construction of three-storey block of 10 flats and 
ees work at Fayland estate extension, Wands- 
wor 


Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., ee . £24,819 
Rush & seen, Ltd., Sidcu ‘ . 24,660 
The Demolition & eattrestion’ Co., Ltd. 
Westminster -. 23,907 
Geo, Parker & Sons, Ltd., Camberwell -.. 23,79 
Galbraith Bros., L4td., E.C .. 23,660 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd. Hotborn | pee .. 23,569 
J. Garrett & Son, Lid., Wandsworth... 22,613 


Comparable estimate of appointed architects, 
Messrs. Laurence Gotch & Partners, is £22,642 

"London ea. Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Department, 
Admiralty. Portemouth District: Asphalte roofs and 
floors, Ragusa Asphalte Co., Lid., 82, Queen’s-rd., 


Brighton. 
(Air Ministry) —Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended February 28 :— 

Civil engineering :. Tarmac, Ltd., Wolverhampton ; 
Walter Lawrence & Son: Lid., Swaffham, Norfolk. 
Building work: Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd:, 
Southall. Middx; Exeter Buildin Contractors, Ltd., 
Exeter, Devon; G. E. Wallis & s, Lid., London. 
W.C2; F. Parkinson, (Ld., Blackpool; Johnson & 
Bailey, Lid., ridge ; ‘Harvey G. ‘Frost, Bury 


Camb: 

St. Edmunds, Suffolk; Holborow & Sons, Ltd., 
' Tetbury, Glos. 

Construction of fuel installation: James Miller & 
Partners, Ltd., Edinburgh, 2. Internal wiring 
<ervices: Bowers & Barr. Lid. Gt. Yarmouth; 
Courtney. Pope (Electrical), Bas London, N.15. 
Farrans, Ltd., Edin- 


(eneral maintenance work : 


THE BUILDER 


effreys & Co., ee 8.E.1. 
Painting work ; Spraycraft Co., Lid, Bromley, Kent ; 
William Herd & Co.. Ltd., London, E.C2. 

London (British Railways). —Contracts placed by 
the Eastern Region of British Railways. Construec- 
tion of new staff accommodation, Thames Haven, 
H. Webb (Builders), Ltd., Bridge Yard, Southend 
Arteriabrd., Gidea Park, Romford, Essex. Con- 
struction ‘of lavatory accommodation, Heeley 
carriage sidings, Sheffield, J. A. B. Short, 
214, Sheffield-rd., Chesterfield. Modernisation 
Town Office, 110, Victoria-st., London, 8.W.i, to 
ig’ up-to-date ticket-issuing and inguiry burean, 

A. Edmonds & Co., Ltd., 78, St. John-st., London, 


E.C.1. 

meng ey Railways).—Contracts placed by 
London idiand Region. Removal of existing 
coverings, et., prior to the repair of Liverpool 
Langton Dock’ goods shed roof, Rimmer Bros. 
(Liverpool), Ltd., Cheadle-ave., Old Swan, Liver- 
pool 13. Remova} of existing coverings ‘and re- 
covering of the Smithy S.W. roof at Crewe Works, 
Cheshire Construction Co., Ltd., Bretton, nr. 
Chester. Alterations at Bow Station for fr _Darcels 
accommodation, Simms (Bailders), Ltd., , Com- 
mercial-rd., London, E.1. Asbestos pon Bm "cavity 
deck roofing, vertical sheeting and rain water 


at Live a Docks goods depot, H. 
and W. , Ltd., 21, Orleans House, Edmund-st., 
Liverpool es New footbridges at Oakleigh sidings 


on the Winnington branch, and at Wallerscote 
sidings, Hartford Junction, on the Crewe and 

wood line, Leonard Fairclough, léd., Adlington, 
Lanes. Drainage and formation renewal, on the 
single up and down lines from 15 m. 100 yds. to 
15 m. 730 yds. on the Daventry branch at Southam 
and Long Itchjngton, B. Y. Jackson & Son, Lt, 
88, Princes-way, Wimbledon, London, §.W.19. 

{london (M.0.W.).— Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. during week ended February 21. 
Berkshire: A.E.R.B. a estate, Wantage. 
construction of garages, H. J. Knapp & Sons, Ltd., 
Stanford-in-the-Vale, Berks. Eassez: Margaretting. 
nr. Chelmsford, erection of telephone repeater 
station, Adams and Mortimer, Ltd., ——— = = 
Witham, Essex; Kelvedon N.A.B., Poli 
Site No. 3, adaptations, J. 8. Norton, St. pte 
Works, Halstead, Essex. Gloucestershire - Ministry 
of Labour, Bridge House, Clifton, Bristol, erection 
of main boiler house, Wilkin & Coventry, Ltd., 91, 
Cumberland-rd., Bristol, es Herefordshire : 
M/Supply Depot, Rotherwas, internal and external 
decorations, Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd.. Navi 
ton-st., Wolverhampton. Merionethshire: M. 
Slaughter House, Corwen, adaptations, W. P. 
Humphreys, Lid., Acrefair, Wrexham. 

Norfolk: Gorleston M/Transport, Coastguard 
Station, erection of coastguard dwellings, William- 
son & Millichamp, Lt Leicester+d., Gorleston- 
on-Sea, Norfolk; Acle, Norwich, erection of tele- 
phone repeater station for G.P.O.. R. G. Carter, 
Ltd., Drayton, Norwich. Orkney: Hatston Aero- 
drome. Kirkwall, temporary housing accommoda- 
tion for P.O. staff, Orkney Builders, Lid., Gt. 
Western-rd., Kirkwall. Peebles-shire : ‘Mossfennon, 
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R. A. Robertson, New Elgin; Rene “tile : 
George Bain, Aberdeen; P Wiis: 
work, George Du 
Glazier val gd. A. 


Electrical "a ene wd Mackie. . ; 
fori work, Alexander T. land, Lid., Dun- 
ermline. 


oun for Tes. A. Kenyon, B.E.: *R. H. Bailey 
& Sons, REE Middlesbr , £56,370. 
Staff's.Houses for <. #@ houses 
and 12 maisonettes: {Stephen Heath & Sons (recom- 
mended); 50 houses and eight maisonettes: *J. 
Jones, Lid, (subject to approval) : 22 houses and 16 


maisonettes on Bradwell estate; iG. A . Poole, Lad, 
on ee 

ewcastie.— and offices at Gallowgate. 
Architects, Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger House 


Blackett-st., Newcastle: *J. Belk Sons, 7, 
Northumberland -pl., Newcastle-on- ) antl 
Ambulance garage at Bedli 
ties for CC. C. C. Brown, Cty. A., County Hal, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *A. Carr, siodaartat’ New- 
castle-on-Tyne, £6,900 

Northumbertand.. Completion of Earsdon Weill- 
field new cty. prim. sch., for B.C, C. ©. Brown, 
Cty. A., County Hall, Ricaaieeh tens, ’ *Hastie 
D. Burton, Ltd., North Shields (in place of con- 
tractors in voluntary liquidation). 

.—Fire stn. for Durham C.C. G. R. Clay- 
ton, Cty. A., Court-la.. Durham: *R. Matthews & 
Co.. Viiliers-st. Sunderiand, £12,220. 

Prestwich.—Block of 18 flats at Bury Old-rd, and 
Milton-rd., for B.C.: *Parker & Calvert, Ltd., Pine- 
st., Heywood 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.— 
Contracts placed from January 20 to February 18:—~ 

~~ ree. 

Sighthill, Edinburgh ag S.E. Scot- 
land Electricity ard, Edinburgh, 
Supplying and laying mains and services. 

House Erection. 

Fleurs, Forres, % ‘No-Pines, A. M. Tweedie & Co., 
Lid., Bilbao-st., Glasgow, Fencing. Beith-rd, 
Johnstone, Hay & Anderson, 32, Innerwood-rd., 
Kilwinning, Boundary fencing. Burpfoot, Hawick. 
31 Traditional, James Haig, 0, High-«t,, Hawick, 
Paint; J. Crow & Son, N ie-pl., Hawick, Plaster; 
Wm. Marjoribanks, Lynwood, St. Boswails, Pium- 
ber; P. Kelly & Sons, Ltd., 33, Branswick-rd., Edin- 
bu rgh, Roughcast; Boyne, Smith & Wylie, 2, Nel- 
son-st., Edinbu h, Electrical; Wm. Marjoribanks, 
Lynwood, St. Boswalls, Slater; Wm . B, 
Kirk Wynd, Selkirk, Joiner ; James Swinton & 
Co., Commercial-rd., Hawick, Brick. West End, 
Armadale, 130 Traditional, Wm: Forsyth (Building 
Contractors), Ltd., Rosemount, Bathgate, Joiner 


Laighstonehall, @ Miller, S.W. Scotland 
tricity Board, Hamilton, Llectrical. Cars 
keoc tna, 2 Bel 8. Scotian 


h, 3 istone, Ww. 
Electricity Board, Kilmarnock, Electrical. Motder 
well, 70 Weir, Barnet & Morton, 1926, High-st. 
Kirkealdy, Fencing. Fraserburgh, % Traditional 
Scottish Gas Board. Fraserburgh, Gas Services 
Barnfoot, Hawick, Traditiona!, RK. Mitchel! 
(Hawick), Ltd., 9, Oliver-cres., Hawick, Glazier 
Pleurs-pl., Forres, 36 Weir, Weir Honsing Corpora 
tion, ider-st., Coa e, All Trades. Faifley 
Clydebank 152 Atholl, S.W. Scotland Bleetricit: 
Board, sgow, Electrical. Livingston Station 
48 No Fines. Northern Sports Ground Constractio 

133a, George-st., Edinburgh, Fencing. Stoney 
burn, Ww. Lothian, '64 No-Fines, Northern t 
Ground Construction Co., 133a, Samgee.. in 
burgh, Fencing. Torygien, G! 
tional, Val de Travers alt olen Co., 77 
Cutholton-st., Glasgow, A It. 
Cairnhill, 48 Dunedin, Jas. Laidlaw & Sons, Lid. 
Clydesdale “works, Rutherglen, All Trades. Laigh 
stonehall. 130 Orlit, W. Prentice & Sons, 61-3, Lor 
fiona all & fru (Builder) Lad Granitehal 
tio a n (Bui 
% “sen 9 Bars. Cam town, 

tional, Nort Scotiand 

Board, Ca ltown, Electrical; J. McDougall . 
Co Saddell-st., Campbeltown, Carpenter an 
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Joiner; P. Macpherson & Sons, Dé@il-rd., Campbel- 
town, Tiling and Roughcast; T: McPherson, 25, 
Palarnam-ter., Campbeltown, Plaster; James Halil 
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be obtained from :— 


The Regional Secretary, 

Federation of Master Builders, 

1, St. Pauls Road, Bristol, 8 
Telephone: BRISTOL 36891 
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& Son, 8, Longrow, Campbeltown, Painter; R. 
Rome & Son, Lid., 20, Woodside-ave., Rutherglen, 
Plumber; James Grant, 18, Longrow South, 
Campbeitown, Electrical; T. A. Lang, Kinloch-rd., 
Campbeltown, Glazier; Neil Ferguson & Sons, 
Lagnagarach, Campbletown, Brick. Bishopton, six 
Traditional, A. M. Tweedie & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, 
Fencing. Valley Gardens, Kirkcaldy, 128 Tradi- 
tional, Charles Gray (Builders), Ltd., 4, Frances- 
st., Dundee, Excavating, Mason and Brick; John 
Reid & Sons, Crossgates, Fife, Carpenter and 
Joiner; A. D. Mitchell & Sons, Tannage Brae, 
Kirriemuir, Plumber; A. Galloway, Garvock Works, 
Dunfermline, Plaster; Peter Kelly & Sons, Ltd., 33, 
Brunswick-rd., Edinburgh, Roof Tiler and Rough- 


cast; Neil Nicholson, 18, Whytehouse-ave., Kirk- 
caldy, Paint; Boyne, Smith & Wylie, 22, Nelson-st., 
Edinburgh, Electrical; James Thow, Ltd., 2, 
Thistie-st., Kirkealdy, Glazier. Kilmichael Beg, 
Minard, Argyll, 8 Hall, A. D. Rodger & Son, 
Dunoon, Argyll, Water Supply. Various Sites, 
Neuchate] Asphalt Co., LAd., Edinburgh, Brown 
Mastic Asphalt F! voring ; Duractic, Ltd., Glasgow, 
Brown Mastic Asphalt Flooring; Val de Travers 


Asphalt Paving Co., Glasgow, Brown Mastic Asphalt 
Flooring; Scottish Speedwelj Co., Ltd., Glasgow, 
Brown aut Asphalt Flooring; Highways Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Glasgow, Brown Mastic Asphalt 
Flooring ; Pure Rock Asphalt Co., Ltd., Bridgend, 
Brown Mastic Asphalt Flooring. 
Work Undertaken by Association’s D.L.O, 

Site Servicing. 

Pinkie Braes, Masselburgh, 84 Wimpey, 116 
Cruden, Site Servicing. Northfield, Aberdeen, 60 
Flats, Site Servicing. Crosshill & Meadows, Camp- 
beltown, 52 Dunedin, Site Servicing. Sauchie, 104 
Traditional, Site Servicing. Shortless, Kilmarnock, 


38 Miller, Site Servicing. Lane Farm, Drongan, 
108 Dunedin, Road and Footpath Surfacing. 
Bothwell, 10 Traditional, Site Servicing. Black- 


wood, 42 Belistone, Site Servicing. 


i a 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consuit 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar s621 


















Boyle's -..*s2.- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel. : LADbreke 2879 
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: ry a Pg ge ge F moe at Stockton 
‘or Durham rownh n, Boathouse-!a 

Stockton, £6,812. on 

Stockton-on-Tees.—132 “‘No Fines” houses a, 
Ragworth, for T.C. Plans by Boro’ A., 28. The 
Square, Stockton: *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd -, Jee 
mond, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £180,952. ; 

Stratford-on-Avon.-—16 houses at Tiddington, fo, 
T.C.: Smith & Unett, Ltd., Stratford, £200 

Wainford.—Four houses and gite works. for 
R.D.. J. Owen Bond, architect, St. Faith’s House, 
Mountergate, Norwich h': *W. G. Packham, Ditching. 
ham, ee 

Wallasey “yar “essay to Leasowe sec. mod 
sch., for ultons (Bebbington), Ltd., Beh. 00} 
la., Hehes ‘eadincee £75,701. 

Washington (Co, Durham).—45 houses at Oxford. 
ave. site, for U.D.C. T. E. Crowe, &.: *J. & T 
Robson, Springwell, Co. Durham, £55,123. 

Wimbledon.—Provision of roads and sewers (first 
phase) for — housing scheme: *Percy Bilton, 
Ltd., £11,920 1 

Webrosinmeaas,-iis flats at es.. for 
B.C.: *A. F. R. Godfrey & Co., Waterloo- 
rd., Wolverhampton, £256,554. 12 Siece Wed- 
nesfield site No. 2: *L. MaoLean, Cartwright-st., 
Wolverhampton, £13,482 (in lieu of previously 
accepted tender). 








HOUSES ARE 


CHEAPER AND WARMER 
BROAD- ACHESON 


LOADBEARING BLOCKS 


BRC & CO. LTO., PADDINGTON, W.2 
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LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL; LOUGHTON 5022 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS L7D. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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